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Emigres boost Israeli population 


Second ‘peace boat 9 to sail today 



•yEL .AVTy {Abodes) — An influx of Soviet immigrants in 1990 gave 
highest population growth for 40 years, officials said Wednesday . 
t™ ? entra * bureau of statistics said estimates showed the population of 
Israel grew by 5.8 per cent last year to 4,922,000 from 4.559,600. Average 
population growth over the past 10 years was U per cent. “(This 
BJ ttebiggest annual increase in any year since 1951 J" it said. An influx of 
200j000 immigrants, the largest wave since 1949, accounted for two-thhds 
of the population growth. Only 104,000 babies were bom in the country 
*aa year- The population figures include Arab residents of occupied 
Jerusalem and Golan Heights. The preliminary statistics did not include a 
niD breakdown of Jewish and Arab populations. Palestinians and Arab 
leaders have campaigned against the huge immigr ation of Soviets, in part 
because it would give Israel an edge in the “war of demographics.” 
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ALGIERS (R) — A second Iraq “peace boat” organised by North 
African trade unionists will leave Algiers for the Iraqi port of Umm Qasr 
Thursday with a cargo of medicine, an Algerian trade union official said 
Wednesday. The Iraqi-registered Balqis will take three tonnes of medicine 
from Algiers but no food, which is subject to U.N. sanctions against Iraq, 
Mohammad Zaaf. the head of international relations of the Algerian 
Trade Union Federation, told Reuters. The Iraqi-registered Ben Khal- 
doun. en route to Iraq with food, medicine and some 250 women and 
children passengers, was intercepted by Western warships off Oman last 
week on the grounds that it was busting the U.N. sanctions. Zaaf said the 
Balqis would take about one month to reach Umm Qasr, Iraq's main port 
in the Gulf. Trade unionists from Tunisia. Mauritania and Morocco would 
board in Tunis, the ship would make a stop in Tripoli and then follow the 
same route as the Ben Khaldoun, which visited Port Sudan' and the 
Yemeni ports of Hodeida and Aden, be added. 
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v S. Arabia says Iraq 
can end crisis 

NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia 
'■ believes that it was still possible 
.. for Iraq to end the Golf crisis 
peacefully, the Saudi Press 
Agency said. “We believe that it 
/ is still possible for President Sad- 

- .■ dam Hussein to end this crisis in 
' accordance with Arab, Islamic 

and international resolutions in 
’response to tbe calls of intema- 
tional circles and peace-loving 
countries,* 1 SPA on quoted “a 
reliable Saudi source 11 as saying. 
!_ Tbe source said in a statement 
■’ that Riyadh still adhered to its 
position of demanding that Iraqi 
' forces' withdraw from Kuwaiti 
territory and Saudi borders, that 
; ; the emir of Kuwait return- to 
power and that conditions return 
to what they were before the 
~ Aug. 2 invasion. 

- 4 Mauritanian exiles 

denounce 

- executions 

PARIS (R) — Mauritanian ex- 
u. ties charged Wednesday at 'least 
18 people had died in summary 
executions or under torture and 
hundreds had been detained m 
the country over the past four 
months. They accused the milit- 
ary government of cracking 
down on opponents to hide an 
economic crisis and threats of 
famine. They said blacks were 
worst hit and repression could 
unleash civil war between racial 
groups. Tbe 10 exiles, Arab and 
black intellectuals, said tens of 
thousands of Mauritanians had 
been deported to neighbouring 
countries since 1989, when hun- 
dreds of people died in inter- 
racial clashes in Senegal and 
Mauritania. They said about 10 
people had bee n summarily ex- 

died under torture since last 
September. 

V 

Morocco sentences 
rioters to jail 

kABAT (R) — A Moroccan 
has sentenced 10 people 
guilty of rioting on Dec. 
j.4 to prison terms ranging from 
to 10 years, an opposition 
■ newspaper said Wednesday. A1 
Jttihad A1 Ichtiraki said the 
court, in Meknes, jailed six peo- 
ple for three years, three for five 
; years and one for 10 years for 
rioting in the nearby town of 
‘Ain Taoujdat. Riots were re- 
ported in several places in 
f Morocco on Dec. 14 during a 
general strike. Moroccan news- 
papers said dozens of people 
died and hundreds were wound- 
ed during the riots. The govern- 
ment said five people died and 
127 were Injured. 


Bomb threat at 
Cairo court 

CAIRO (R) — Police sealed off 
roads to a central Cairo court 
Wednesday after an employee 
found a letter saying a suicide 
team would blow it up and take 
judges hostage, security sources 
said. The letter was found in a 
corridor Tuesday. It was signed 
by a “straggler 11 who said the 
court, which handles many poli- 
tical cases, would be blown up 
Wednesday. All prisoners would 
be freed and judges held captive, 
the letter said. The court, in 
Cairo’s Bab A1 Khalq district, 
has an adjacent jail bousing 
several prisoners on death row. 

Sweden expels 
Soviet diplomat, 2 
officials 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Sweden 
said Wednesday it had expelled 
a Sennet diplomat and two com- 
patriots for activities incompati- 
ble with their official status, the 
diplomatic language for espion- 
age. Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Lars-Olof Landberg said 
the diplomat had worked at the 
Soviet embassy in Stockholm, 
one official belonged to the 
Soviet trade delegation, and the 
other to another Soviet organisa- 
tion which be did not identify. 

; Alt three have left the country, 

v*- - the spokesman said. Lundberg 
said the three officials had en- 
\ gaged In activities incompatible 
- v with their official status. The 
r Swedish news agency TT said 
they bad been expelled for 

spying. 


King arrives in London, 
says still hope for peace 

Masri describes King’s European visit 
as highly significant in Gulf efforts 


LONDON (Agencies) — LBs 
Majesty King Hussein arrived 
here Wednesday on the first leg 
of a European tour aimed at 
advancing prospects for a negoti- 
ated solution to tbe Gulf crisis 
and said there was still hope that 
a war could be averted in the 
Gulf. 

Speaking to reporters upon his 
arrival at the airport, the King 
said: “I hope and pray and will 
continue to do everything m my 
power to prevent a war and to 
work for a peaceful settlement 
for this problem and all tbe 
problems in our region.” 

In reply to a question about, 
prospects ofjjeace and war, the 
King said: “I think there is hope 
and there has got to be and we 
will have to keep it alive and 
hopefully war will be averted. 11 

Asked whether the Americans 
and Iraqis will be persuaded to 
get together and discuss the 
issue, the King said:- ‘‘There 
should be a chance and I am sure 
there will be.” 

“Obviously, now I am on this 


visit and I will be visiting some 
European capitals cm my way 
bad: home, before the 15th of 
January,” the King said in reply 
to a question on what he in- 
tended to do between now and 
Jan. 15, the deadline set by the 
U.N.* for Iraq to leave Kuwait. 

“I will hear from (European 
leaders) and will speak to them 
on the need to avert war and to 
work for peace not only with 
regard to the crisis we are facing 
right now, but also in the entire 
region,” he said. 

In reply to a question about 
the implications for Jordan in 
the event of a war in the Golf, 
the King said: “It will be 
obviously the same as it applies 
to everybody else in the region. 
It is very difficult to forecast 
what the results could be in 
terms of human losses, in terms 
of economic disasters and ecolo- 
gical disasters. I hope that war 
will be averted and God willing, 
common sense will prevail. And 
this is what I believe.” 

On tbe role of the European 


Community (EC) in this respect, 
die King said: “The work of the 
European Community will be 
complementary to all the efforts 
and a leading effort towards 
helping to create what we 
needed all along and what we 
still need and that is a dialogue 
between the parties in the region 
and obviously the United States 
and Iraq and the world and Iraq 
to deal with the immediate crisis, 
then hopefully later on to work 
for the resolution of other prob- 
lems in the region for peace and 
stability and a better future for 
the generations to come.” 

“We will talk to our friends 
about many things that concern 
us at this stage and we have 
many mutual concerns and our 
efforts will be directed towards 
the future and in the interest of 
the generations to come in the 
region and the world,” be said. 

Tbe King, who is accompa- 
nied by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, Royal Court Chief Sharif 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.S. says Baker visit to 
Baghdad today or nothing 
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WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 

» H oa d - -fipn 

Wednesday on its insistence that 
talks with Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein take place no later 
than Thursday, indicating that 
the direct encounter wfll not 
take place. 

“There’s been no change” in 
the U.S. position on the stale- 
mated effort to arrange a meet- 
ing with Saddam, said White 
House spokesman Marlin Fitz- 
water. 

In Saudi Arabia, meanwhile, 
U.S. military officials said the 
American deployment in the 
Gulf has passed the 325,000 
mark, including 250,000 ground 
forces. Iraq has some 510,000 
troops in and near Kuwait and 
has taken no steps that signal a 
possible withdrawal, the officials 
said at a weekly briefing in tbe 
Saudi capital of Riyadh. 

Faced with a Jan. 15 U.N. 
deadline for withdrawal of Iraqi 
forces from Kuwait, Bush had 
offered to send Baker to Bagh- 
dad and to meet the Iraqi foreign 
minister, Tareq Aziz, in 
Washington. 

Asked about reports that both 
rides have become more flexible 
in establishing direct talks, Fitz- 
waxer said: “The speculation has 
gotten way ahead of the facts.” 

“There has been no change in 


onr position,” Frtzwaler said. 

■Wi jwupoMd dMM-CaOcs. W* 

gave them 15 days and Saddam 
never took up the opportunity 
and we never heard any more 
about it.” 

Bush reportedly is considering 
sending Baker on another round 
of consultations in the Gulf and 
in Europe before the U.N. dead- 
line. 

The New York Times 
Wednesday quoted a senior offi- 
cial as saying Baker would seek 
to coordinate military and di- 
plomatic policies and make sure 
the international alliance against 
Iraq was firm. 

Bush was to meet Baker 
Wednesday for the second 
straight day. 

New Year’s night he had a 
session with Baker, Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney, Nation- 
al Security Adviser Brent Scow- 
croft and . his deputy Robert 
Gates. White House Chief of 
Staff John Sunonu and General 
Colin Powell, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Vice President Dan Quayle, 
just back from the Gulf, briefed 
Bosh at the White House on his 
trip to the region and his talks 
with Saudi Arabia’s King Fabd 
and the exiled emir of Kuwait. 

Meanwhile, Bush said he was 
“absolutely firm” in his no- 


compromise stance towards 

Iran, h ut hue nnt what 

he will do if Iraq does not leave 
Kuwait by Jan. 15. 

Bush made the statements in a 
television interview released 
Tuesday. 

“We cannot stop one inch 
short of successful resolution,” 
Bush said in the interview, which 
was conducted Dec. 16. It is part 
of the series “... Talking with 
David Frost” presented by 
Washington television station 
WET A. 

Bush again denounced Iraq’s 
invasion and later annexation of 
Kuwait, saying, “the world’s not 
going to accept that. And if we 
don’t do something about it to- 
day, we’re going to live to pay a 
much greater price tomorrow. 

“And I am absolutely firm in 
that,” he said. 

“I will keep working to 
achieve a peaceful resolution to 
this question,” the president 
said. “However, it cannot be 
done with compromise to him.” 

Bush was noncommittal, 
however, when asked what he 
would do if Iraq does not comply 
with the Jan. 15 deadline. 

“I haven't made a determina- 
tion,” be said. “And I suppose if 
I bad I wouldn’t advertise it, 

(Continued on page 3) 


EC leaders underscore 
Importance of talks with Iraq 
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BONN {Agencies) — German 
Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher said Wednesday the 
European Community (EC) 
must “fulfill its responsibility” 
and talk with Iraq about settling 
the Gulf crisis without war. 

“Preserving peace can often 
require more courage” than 
going to war, Genscher said. 

Genscher also said he thought 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker may meet with tbe Iraqi 
leadership in a last-ditch effort 
to avoid war. 

“It can be said with good 
reason that there is still a chance 
for a meeting between the 
American secretary of state and 
the Iraqi leadership,” Genscher 
said in an interview on Deuts- 
chland fimk radio. 

“The United States is in- 
terested in that. All signs indi- 
cate the Iraqi leadership is also 
interested in that,” he said. 

Direct U.S. -Iraqi talks have 
been stalled in a dispute over 
scheduling. 

Genscher has been the most 
vocal proponent of the EC 
embarking on its own search for 
a peaceful solution to the Gulf 
crisis. 

At Genscher's request, tbe 
EC foreign ministers are to meet 


on Friday to discuss the Gulf 
situation. 

Genscher said it's impossible 
to say what the results of Fri- 
day’s meeting will be. 

“But naturally the goal will be 
establishing contact between the 
European Community and 
Iraq’s leadership,” said Gens- 
cher. “It is important that tbe 
European Community fulfill its 
responsibility.’ 1 

With time for a peaceful set- 
tlement quickly running out, 
Genscher said stepped-up di- 
plomatic efforts are crucial. 

The -United Nations has 
ordered Iraq to leave Kuwait by 
Jan. 15, and a U.S.-led interna- 
tional military force in tbe Gulf 
is preparing for war should Iraq 
persist in staying. 

Genscher said “everything 
must be done” to achieve Iraq's 
withdrawal without going to 
war. 

“We want to give diplomacy a 
chance in this decisive phase. 
War in the Golf is not unavoid- 
able,” said Genscher. 

Luxembourg, preparing to 
host Friday’s EC talks, predicted 
Wednesday that Iraq would pull 
its troops out of Kuwait at the 
last minute to avoid war. 

“We are not heading for war. 


because I have the feeling (Iraq) 
will pull out of Kuwait at the last 
'minute,” Luxemourg Foreign 
Minister Jacques Poos said in a 
French RTL radio interview. 

“The strongest and most soph- 
isticated army in the world is 
faring a large but Third World 
army. If Saddam Hussein does 
his calculations, be will see be 
has no chance and will give in,” 

Poos, whose country of 
370,000 people took over the 
EC’s rotating presidency Jan. 1, 
told tbe Luxembourg newspaper 
Tageblatt that Friday’s meeting 
was likely to authorise him to 
contact Baghdad in a final peace 
bid. 

The ministers will also review 
developments in the Soviet Un- 
ion. including the resignation of 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze, since the EC last 
month announced a multi- 
million dollar programme of 
technical and food aid for Mos- 
cow. 

However, minis ters of the 12 
EC states had discussed at then- 
last meeting before Christmas 
the possibility of getting together 
early in the New Year if the war 
of words between Washington 

(Continued on page- S) 



An Israeli policeman poshes a Palestinian boy into a jeep after arresting him at Shufat refugee camp. 


Iraqis ruling out pullout 
from Kuwait before Jan. 15 

By I . amis Andoni 


ON THE EVE of Friday’s 
European Community (EC) 
meeting on the Gulf crisis Iraq 
plans to sit tight resisting press- 
ure to withdraw from Kuwait 
prior to the U.N. Security 
Council deadline of Jan. 15. 

Baghdad hopes that the EC 
will move to avert a military 
confrontation by pressuring 
Washington into peace nego- 
tiations, Iraqi officials and 
analysts in Baghdad said. 

However, Iraq also remains 
prepared tof war if efforts to- 
wards a negotiated settlement 
foundered, they said. 

Contrary to speculation, Ira- 
qi officials do not consider a 
partial withdrawal from 
Kuwait prior to the deadline as 
a useful tactic to avert war. 
They argue that if Iraq held out 
past the deadline tbe U.S. -led 
alliance might break down as 
Europe and other countries 


will be reluctant to go to war. 

The Iraqi position is based 
on an assumption that the U.S. 
was able to secure European 
support for the Security Coun- 
cil resolution authorising the 
use of force against Iraq by 
convincing the Europeans that 
Iraq would J>e forced to with- 
draw before the deadline. 

Thus, according to one Iraqi 
official, once the deadline pas- 
ses without an Iraqi withdrawal 
Europe will have to reconsider 
its position. 

Judging from comments by 
Iraqi officials and according to 
analysts Iraq considers a with- 
drawal from Kuwait prior to 
the deadline and before any 
negotiations as tantamount to 
surrender to the U.S. 

Therefore, even if European 
countries do not move far 
enough to stop a confronta- 
tion. Iraq believes that com- 
plying with the Security Coun- 
cil deadline is unthinkable and 


will only encourage the U.S. to 
avoid negotiations and assert 
its hegemony in the area. 

“It is a war of nerves,” said 
an Iraqi official. “The party 
which winks first will have to 
make more concessions. We 
cannot bow.” 

From the Iraqi viewpoint, 
challenging the Security Coun- 
cil deadline and U.S. attempts 
to fix the dates for a visit by 
Secretary of State James Baker 
to Baghdad are very relevant 
to achieve the objective of 
forcing the U.S. to accept a 
more balanced relationship 
with the Arab World and with 
Iraq. 

“If we accept what the U.S. 
is trying to impose, then what 
is the point in pressing for 
Arab sovereignty and for a 
new and more equal basis for 
Arab-American relations?” 
asked the official. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Woman 
shot 
dead 
in Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Troops shot and 
killed a Palestinian woman and 
wounded 13 other people 
Wednesday in the occupied 
Gaza Strip during anti- 
occupation demonstrations, re- 
ports said. 

The army ordered a preacher 
at Jerusalem’s A1 Aqsa Mosque 
jailed for a year without charges 
and arrested 10 other Muslim 
leaders suspected of belonging 
to tbe fundamentalist movement 
Hamas. 

The army has arrested hun- 
dreds of suspected members of 
Hamas in the past three weeks, 
and four of them are now 
appealing an army order to expel 
them from the occupied Gaza 
Strip. 

In the strip’s Khan Yunis re- 
fugee camp, Palestinians defied 
a curfew still in force from Tues- 
day’s “Fateh Day” and held a 
late march to mark the 26th 
anniversary of the first attack in 
Israel by the mainstream faction 
Fateh. 

Soldiers were stoned while 
trying to disperse the demonstra- 
tors and opened fire, killing 
Suad Saqer, 30, and wounding 
10 others, sources said. 

In Nuseirat camp in Gaza, 
three Palestinians were wounded 
in a clash with soldiers during 
another demonstration, the 
sources said. 

The army ordered Moham- 
mad Fuad Abu Zaid, 58, held 
for a year under “administrative 
detention" which allows jailing 
without trial or charge, Israel 
Radio reported. 

Zaid, director of the Islamic 
Council in the West Bank town 
of Jenin and one of the six 
preachers in the A1 Aqsa Mos- 
que, was arrested during sweep- 

(Con tinned on page 5) 


Mitterrand confidant 
en route to Baghdad 


Rebels reject talks 
with Somali regime 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A confidant 
of French President Francois 
Mitterrand arrived here late 
Wednesday on his way to Iraq in 
what was described as an ex- 
ploratory mission to see what 
options remain for peace in the 
Gulf. 

In a press statement issued in 
Paris after his departure from 
the French capitals. Michel 
Vauzelle. chairman of the 
National Assembly's Foreign 
Affairs Commission, said his 
mission was private and that he 
was carrying no message or in- 
itiative to Iraqi leaders. 

As Mitterrand's former 
spokesman, Vauzelle remains 
close to the president, who 
named him as one of a dozen 
emissaries sent to Arab and 
Third World countries to explain 
French polity shortly after tbe 
onset of the Golf crisis. 

Elysee Palace sources said 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A prop- 
osal by Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi for an immediate sum- 
mit grouping him with the presi- 
dents of Egypt and Syria on the 
Gulf crisis appeared to have 
foundered Wednesday on Egyp- 
tian and Syrian misgivings. 

An Egyptian official said Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak of Egypt is 
“lukewarm” about the sugges- 
tion, which he feels would 
accomplish nothing. 

The official, who requested 
anonymity, told tbe AP “Egypt 
doesn't see what can be done at 
this point.” An Egyptian di- 
plomatic source, also speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
Syria shared Cairo’s view of 
prospects of a summit. 

Official Egyptian comment 
appeared to confirm failure of 
the Libyan proposal by omitting 
any reference to it after Wednes- 
day’s three rounds of high-level 
tripartite meetings in Cairo. 


Vauzelle met with Mitterrand 
before leaving. The contents of 
their talks were not disclosed. 

Vauzelle said in his statement 
that the looming Jan. 15 dead- 
line for Iraq to pull out of 
Kuwait inspired him to see 
whether he could break the im- 
passe. 

“If by misfortune war becom- 
es inevitable, it must not be 
possible to reproach the French 
for not having worked until the 
end in the service of the chances 
of peace,” be said. 

Vauzelle said in the release 
that he had hoped to keep his 
mission a secret. But after be- 
coming aware it bad leaked 
Wednesday morning, he pre- 
pared a news release explaining 
his intentions. 

“I had wished my trip to Iraq 
to be as discreet as possible. But 


The foreign ministers of Egypt, 
Libya and Syria conferred at a 
Cairo hotel before recessing for 
a 70-minute session with Mubar- 
ak. 

Afterward the ministers, 
Egypt’s Esmat Abdul Meguid, 
Syria's Farouq AJ Sharaa and 
Libya's Ibrahim AI Bishari re- 
turned to the hotel where they 
were closeted for two more 
hours. 

Abdul Meguid later told re- 
porters: “The foreign ministers 
of the three countries discussed 
the various aspects of the Middle 
East situation, particularly Gulf 
crisis developments. It was de- 
cided to continue consultations 
among tbe three countries in 
pursuit of Arab national objec- 
tives.” 

Asked specifically whether 
there will be a summit, he re- 
plied: “Nothing. I have nothing 

(Continued on page 3) 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — Somali 
rebels, saying they had President 
Mohammad Siad Bane pinned 
down in an underground bunk- 
er, rejected peace talks with the 
government Wednesday and de- 
manded the president’s expul- 
sion from the country. 

“There can be no peace with 
Siad Barre there,” Abdul Kadir, 
foreign secretary of the United 
Somali Congress (USC) rebel 
group, told Reuters by tele- 
phone from the USCs Rome 
office. 

” We are going to fight until he 
is gone from our country. We 
will accept mediation, but not 
mediation with Siad Barre. We 
appeal to the international com- 
munity to press him to go.” 

The government meanwhile 
turned down an Italian plan 
seeking to evacuate hundreds of 
foreigners trapped in the capital 
Mogadishu, branding it a des- 
tabilising move. 

In a statement issued by the 
Somali embassy in Rome, the 
government contradicted reports 
of heavy fighting in the streets of 
Mogadishu for die fifth day run- 
ning. 

“Mogadishu is peaceful as any 
European capital. The Somali 


government... warns that any 
military intervention (even) with 
the declared intention of eva- 
cuating civilians is out of the 
question,” it added. 

French officials said France 
had sent a frigate towards Moga- 
dishu to help in the possible 
evacuation of tbe foreigners. 
There are about 350 Italians and 
120 other Westerners, including 
Americans. 

Hundreds were reported dead 
in four days of fighting, many of 
them civilians. 

Gunfire could be heard 
throughout Mogadishu, but the 
battle appeared concentrated at 
the airport, said an Italian diplo- 
mat in contact with his embassy 
in the city. 

The rebels Tuesday claimed 
they had cornered Siad Barre in 
his bunker at the airport, where 
he reportedly has been living for 
several months. 

They said more than 500 peo- 
ple had been killed in the fight- 
ing. 

Siad Barre, a former army 
commander aged about 70, took 
power in a coup in 1969. some 
nine years after Somalia became 
independent through a merger 
of the British Somaliland. 


American Citizens In Jordan 

A new travel advisory has been Issued by the 
U.S. Department of State. 

For further Information. 

Please call 604223 or 604214. Ext 100 
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Little progress seen in Libyan, 
call after Cairo talks 
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Arafat says war Velayati: Iran will be 
unlikely in Gulf neutral if war breaks out 


PARIS (Agencies) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat said in a 
newspaper interview published 
Wednesday no one would dare 
unleash a Gulf attack, and pre- 
dicted a normal day when a 
U.N. ultimatum expires in two 
weeks. 

“Jan 16 will be a day like any 
other.” he said in an interview 
with the Paris daily Le Figaro, 
referring to the day after a dead- 
line for Iraq to puli out from 
Kuwait or face possible war 
under a United Nations resolu- 
tion. 

Arafat, a supporter of Iraq, 
said he believed “no one woud 
dare” unleash a military conflict. 

“I cannot believe that there is 
a new (Roman emperor) Nero 
ready to plunge the world into 
war and destruction,” said the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) chairman, speaking 
in Baghdad. 

Arafat also praised Germany 
and France foT trying to secure a 
peaceful solution to the Gulf 
crisis. 

But Arafat shrugged off the 
European Community's insist- 
ence that Iraq must pull its 
troops out of Kuwait before any 
talks on wider Middle East prob- 
lems. including the Palestinian 
question, could begin. 

Arafat said the Europeans 
were seeking peace while the 
United States spoke only of war 
and its Middle East ally, Israel, 
was “calling -for escalation.” 

European Community foreign 
ministers, in a move initiated by 
France and Germany, are due to 
meet in Luxembourg Friday to 
discuss a last-ditch effort to 
avoid war. Press reports say they 
will probably seek direct talks 
with Baghdad. 

An American offer of direct 




Yasser Arafat 

talks between Iraq and the Un- 
ited States before the U-N. 
deadline has been stalled by a 
dispute over dates. 

“American leaders speak only 
of war. This would mean catas- 
tophe not only for the people of 
the region but for the whole 
world," Arafat said. 

Weapons of mass destruction 
would be used by both sides and 
a global economic panic would 
result, he added. 

French President Francois 
Mitterrand repeated in a New 
Year message that resolution of 
the Gulf crisis could not start 
with the Palestinian problem. 
Iraq would have to pull out of 
Kuwait first, as the U.S. and the 
EC both demand. 

But Arafat said: “A withdraw- 
al from Kuwait can only be 
discussed in the course of nego- 
tiations and not through ultima- 
tums.” 

He added that U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar “should enter the 
game and get to work/’ 

The PLO leader said Israel 
was keeping a low profile for the 
time being but “will take the 
leading role,” if it came to fight- 
ing in the gulf. 


U.S. armada heads for 
Gulf from Philippines 


SUBIC BAY, the Philippines 
(R) — A powerful 13-ship U.S. 
armada left the Philippines for 
the Gulf Wednesday. 

The amphibious task force of 
7,500 marines, backed by Har- 
rier jump jets, helicopters and 
M-60 tanks, will join up with 
another seaborne battlegroup in 
the largest amphibious' assault 
force mustered by the -United 
States since the Koreamwar. 

Admiral Stephen Clarey is the 
task force commander. 

The task force is expected to 
arrive in the Gulf in time for the 
Jan. 15 deadline given by the 
United Nations to Iraq to with- 
draw from Kuwait. 

Following just behind the task 
force is a separate battlegroup 
led by the USS Ranger which 
will hold joint exercises with 
Clarey's fleer during the voyage 
across the Indian Ocean. 

Celebrating the New Year on 
their last shore leave before 
possible action in the Gulf, 
thousands of marines early on 
Tuesday set off fireworks and 
danced in the streets outside the 
Subic naval base, 80 kilometres 
northwest of Manila. 

A holiday truce declared by 
communist guerrillas and Philip- 
pine government forces enabled 
the marines to celebrate with 
little fear of a rebel attack. 

The rebels have killed 10 
Americans since 1987 in a cam- 
paign to drive the U.S. military 
out of the Philippines. 

The task force is the largest 
group of ships and marines to 
leave the Li.S. west coast since 
1965. When it links up with its 
east coast counterpart, the two 
groups will have a combined 


strength of 31 ships and almost 
18,000 men. 

“It'll be the largest force 
afloat in amphibious warfare 
since Inchon," Clarey said, re- 
ferring to the Iandling of U.S. 
forces in 1950 early in the Ko- 
rean war. 

Call against workers. 

The chairman of the Senate 
’B&bbur Committee said 
Wednesday the Philippines 
should stop sending workers to 
the Gulf because of the threat of 
war. 

“We in the Philippines seem 
bent on pursuing the usual policy 
of sending workers to Middle 
Eastern countries,” Sen. Ernes- 
to Herrera said. “And yet the 
dollar remittances of all these 
newly deployed workers are not 
even enough to pay for their 
repatriation to the Philippines in 
case war breaks out in the Gulf.” 

More than 500.000 Filipinos 
work in the Middle East, includ- 
ing 90,000 in the Eastern Pro- 
vince of Saudi Arabia that bor- 
ders Kuwait. 

Philippine officials say it 
would be impossible to evacuate 
all of them back home in case 
war breaks out between Iraq and 
the U.S .-led miltinational force. 

Although thousands of Filipi- 
no workers fled Kuwait and Iraq 
after the Aug. 2 Iraqi invasion, 
thousands of others have left 
the Philippines since then to take 
jobs in Saudi Arabia and other 
Middle Eastern countries. 

Herrera said the government 
should at least demand that re- 
cruitment agencies post a cash 
bond to defray the cost of eva- 
cuating workers in case of war. 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Iran Wednesday renewed its 
pledge to remain neutral sbould 
war break out between Iraq and 
U.S.-led forces in Saudi Arabia. 

“Iran has adopted a neutral 
posture and is keen that the 
problem is resolved peacefully,” 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati said on arrival in Isla- 
mabad for a two-day visit. 

Velayati, in Islamabad for tri- 
lateral talks on the Gulf crisis 
with his Pakistani and Turkish 
counterparts, did not elaborate 
on the pledge he first made in 
Tehran Monday. 

That was in sharp contrast to a 
speech by Iran's supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in 
which he said Iran would act 
with other Gulf states to banish 
the United States and its allies 
from the region. 

Velayati said Monday that 
Iran would not allow Iraq or the 
multinational forces to use its 
territory or airspace if they went 
,to war over Iraq’s annexation of 
Kuwait. 

Tehran radio followed on 
Tuesday with an announcement 
that Iranian armed forces would 
launch month-long military man- 
oeuvres along the border with 
Iraq between Jan. 10 and 20. 

Jan. 15 is the deadline for Iraq 
to comply with a United Nations 
call for it to quit Kuwait. 

Iran, Turkey and Pakistan are 
loosely grouped under the Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Organisa- 
tion, but this week's talks will 
focus more on the Gulf and 
Afghanistan than economic mat- 
ters, Pakistani officials said. 

Pakistan, hard hit economical- 
ly by the Gulf crisis, has sent 
5,000 troops to Saudi Arabia and 
said last week it would also 
despatch a brigade that would 
operate Saudi armour. 

Both Iran and Pakistan are 
together home to more than five 
million Afghan refugees and are 
used as bases by guerrillas fight- 
ing the Soviet- backed govern- 
ment in Kabul. 

Pakistan remains committed 
publicly to the ousting of Afghan 


President Najibullah, but West- 
ern diplomats in Islamabad say 
Iran has softened its position in 
recent months. 

Najibullah was allowed to 
land in the eastern Iranian city of 
Mashed in November while re- 
turning from talks in Geneva 
with representatives of former 
King Zahir Shah and some guer- 
rillas. 

Iran said the landing was only 
for refuelling but diplomatic 
sources said talks took place 
with the Iranian governor of the 
region. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Ahmet Kurtcebe Alptemocin 
was due to arrive in Islamabad 
later Wednesday for Thursday’s 
talks, which will be inaugurated 
by Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif. 

Border talks 

An Iraqi Foreign Ministry 
official arrived in Tehran 
Wednesday foT talks on a bolder 
demarcation accord and the re- 
lease of the remaining prisoners 
captured in the 1980-88 Gulf 
war, the Islamic Republic News 
Agency reported. 

Riyaz A1 Qeisi, director 
general for international affairs 
at the Iraqi ministry, also will 
discuss resumption of visits by 
Iranian pilgrims to Shi'ite Mus- 
lim boly shrines at Karbala and 
Najaf in Iraq which were banned 
during the war. 

Iraq and Iran agreed in Au- 
gust to formally ending the state 
of war between the two coun- 
tries. 

About 37,000 prisoners of war 
were repatriated by both sides 
after that. But Baghdad halted 
the exchanges in September, 
offering no explanation. 

The Iranians challenged Iraq's 
claim that it has sent all Iranian 
prisoners home. 

Iran maintains thousands of 
Iranian PoWs are still lan- 
guishing in Iraqi prison camps. 

After Iraqi forces pulled out 
of Iranian territory occupied in 
the war as part the peace settle- 
ment, Iran started demarcating 



AS Akbar Velayati 

the border and installing con- 
crete slabs on the frontier to halt 
illegal crossings. But no formal 
agreement has yet been reached 
to end the border dispute. 

Iran said Tuesday it planned 
to start month-long military 
manoeuvres along its western 
border that would coincide with 
the Jan. 15 U.N. deadline for 
Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait. 

Tehran Radio said the drills, 
designed to test the air and 
ground forces' preparedness for 
combat, will begin in the last 10 
days of the Persian month of 
Dey. According to the Persian 
calendar, Dey ends on Jan. 20. 

Tehran Radio quoted a 
spokesman for the general com- 
mand of the armed forces as 
saying the manoeuvres will last 
for ooe month in the three bor- 
der provinces of Khuzestan, 
Dam and Bakhtaran. 

The spokesman said the exer- 
cises will cover an area of 15,000 
square kilometres. 

He said the purpose of the 
drills was to “increase the level 
of training, raise combat capabil- 
ity and achieve greater pre- 
paredness to coante r any even- 
tuality.” 

Ground forces of the regular 
army and revolutionary guards 
will lake part in the drills, he 
said. The air force and the 
army's airborne units would 
practise support roles. 

He did not say how many 
military personnel will be drawn 
into the exercise. 


U.S. military downplays reports 
medical services not ready 


BERLIN (AP) — U.S. military 
officials are downplaying reports 
that they are not prepared to 
handle heavy combat casualties 
if fighting breaks out with Iraq, 
saying they have classified plans 
to deal with wounded from the 
Gulf. 

U.S. military hospitals in Ger- 
many are expected to receive the 
biggest share of incoming 
wounded if war breaks out. 

A report in Monday’s Los 
Angeles Tunes that said U.S. 
military hospitals in Germany 
were stretched thin just from 
dealing with hundreds of non- 
combat casualties among U.S. 
troops deployed in the Gulf. 

About 2,000 trained medical 
personnel in Germany have 
been sent to the Gulf. 

A spokesman for the U.S. 
army Seventh Medical Com- 
mand in Heidelberg acknow- 
ledged that medical facilities in 
Germany were “stretched thin- 
ner” after the medical personnel 
were deployed, but said reser- 
vists had arrived Dec. 27 as 
replacements. 

Spokesman Bill Swisher said 
officials now are “generally 
satisfied” they have enough staff 
to deal with the current level of 
□on-combat casualties from the 
Gulf and with routine peacetime 
medical services. 


Asked if the medical facilities 
could deal with a new influx of 
combat casualties, he said: “We 
can’t answer more specifically 
what might happen in the future. 
When the time comes we feel 
we’ll be ready to do what the 
anny is asking us to do.” 

The Los Angeles Times report 
quoted Thomas Verdon, com- 
mander of the Landstuhl 
medical centre in Landstuhl, as 
saying that Gulf-related injuries, 
along with the need to serve 
American dependents in Ger- 
many, were taxing medical ser- 
vices. 

Swisher said when Verdon 
made the comments in mid- 
December. the 2,000 doctors, 
nurses, medics and other medic- 
al personnel had already been 
sent to the Gulf and their re- 
placements had not yet arrived. 

The Times story also ques- 
tioned whether there were 
enough available beds and 
whether medical reservists bad 
experience dealing with war 
wounded. 

Swisher said the army would 
give no information about the 
□umber of available beds for 
security reasons but said there 
were classified contigency plans 
to deal with a rise in war wound- 
ed. 

“We are working on having 


enough beds," he said, “We're 
dealing with that in our plan- 
ning. We don’t expect war to 
break out tomorrow morning. 
By the time we’re supposed to 
be ready we expect to be ready." 

He said medical personnel 
with war-wounded experience 
were training the incoming re- 
servists. 

The United Nations Security 
Council has authorised the use 
of force against Iraq afteT Jan. 15 

John Woodhouse, spokesman 
for the U.S. forces in Europe, 
said he would not speculate on 
the state of readiness among 
medical personnel in Europe but 
said that there are unused hos- 
pitals that would be activitated. 

‘’They are fully equipped, 
they just don’t have any peo- 
ple," he said. 

The U.S. air force hospital in 
Wiesbaden also has been receiv- 
ing casualties from the Gulf. 
Spokesman Tom Gilroy also said he 
could not comment on whether 
the level of readiness is adequate 
for large numbers of casualties. 

“We won’t know until it hap- 
pens,” he said. “The medical 
centre here is ready for casual- 
ties to come. You can't take into 
account all the different factors. 
You just try to be as ready as 
vou can be.” 


Algerian 

hijackers 

formally 

charged 

ALGIERS (AP) — The two 
army deserters who held 88 peo- 
ple hostage in a weekend air 
hijacking were formally charged 
Wednesday with conspiracy, 
kidnapping and pirating an air- 
plane. 

The state prosecutor's office 
in the eastern city of Ann aba, 
□ear this country's border with 
Tunisia, said that the pair would 
remain in jail while the inves- 
tigation is carried out. 

“The investigation is under 
way to shed foil light on this 
affair and to determine the mo- 
tives of these acts,” the prosecu- 
tor's office said in a press state- 
ment. 

The statement did not identify 
tiie suspects nor their motives 
for seizing the Air Algerie 
Boeing 737 during a flight Friday 
from the Saharan resort of Ghar- 
daia to Algieis. 

Local authorities in Ghardaia 
have said the pair, age 22 and 23, 
deserted from a nearby military 
garrison and ran 11 kilometres 
overland from their base to the 
airport Friday. 

They boarded the plane with 
valid tickets, but produced guns, 
a knife and a hatchet shortly 
after takeoff and ordered the 
plane to fly to Tripoli. Libya. 

After being told that the plane 
did not have enough fuel, they 
demanded to fly to Carthage, 
Tunisia. But authorities there 
refused to allow the plane to 
land, and it eventually touched 
‘ down early Saturday at Annaba. 

Police surrounded the plane, 
preventing it from flying out, 
while Interior Minister Moham- 
mad Sal ah Mohammad i supper- 
vised 30 hours of negotiations 
with the hijackers through the 
control tower. 


Najibullah 
renews peace 
offer to 
Mujahedeen 

ISLAMABAD .(R) — Afghan 

President Najibullah has re- 
newed a peace offer to rebels, 
inviting them to sit down for 
talks to end the 12-year-old civil 
war, tiie official Kabul Radio 
reported. 

in a speech in the capital 
Kabul to mark the 26th 
anniversary of his ruling Watan 
Party, he said resistance from 
Western -supported rebels to his 
Soviet-backed government had 
fallen off over the past year. 

“Come let us sit together and 
jointly search for a just solution 
(of the Afghan problem) accept- 
able to all,” Najibullah told the 
rebels in his speech which was 
monitored in the Pakistani capit- 
al Islamabad. 

The Mujahedeen guerrillas 
based in Pakistan and Iran have 
rejected all past peace offers by 
Najibullah since he took power 
in 1986. 

But last November, he is 
widely believed to have met 
some moderate Mujahedeen 
leaders as well as representatives 
of exiled King Zahir Shah, who 
lives in Rome. 

Najibullah said the Watan 
(Homeland) party remained 
ready for talks with any rebel 
group or its representatives. 

“In fact no single party or 
political force is able to provide 
peace in Afghanistan/’ he 
added. 


JVliDDUE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

50 Afghans freeze to death j 

TCI AMARAD CR) — Fifty Afghans froze to deatb this week & 
andrefiijee camps in neighbouring Pak& 
^ S said Wednesday. Eigtw&e 
who died at two refugee camps near the soutWst 
^Zitown of Quetta Monday mghtas 
to minus 15 degrees Celsius (five de gre es Fahrenheit)* the Mi 
^^ervice of die Pakistan-based Afghan rebel gavaro^sa 
Thirty-six bus passengers froze on their way to Pakistaj^-orii the 
southern Afghan^ovfoce of Helmand, it said. JSw. qftengM I of 
cold while travelling from the Afghanistan djstnciof Kandr 
fSS Sthose deaths cx*uired tins 

Afghan rebels are missing after the ^^ ravan ,„ W ^ 1 ^ “ 
snowstorm near Pakistan’s northern border with Afghanistan, 

Pakistani government official said. 

Pakistan’s Oiitral District Shabbir Ahmad said 318 Afghans had 
crossed the Pakistan border before being hit by the too; 

About 40 members of the caravan returned to Lhio^i^mg 
comrades were missing. Northern and west Paast ar^a s 
gripped by a cold wave for about a week. Cold wether 
Claimed the fives of nine people in Pakistan s southwestern 
Baluchistan province at the weekend, most of them frozen in 
motor vehicles trapped by snowstorms. J 

Turkey, Pakistan discuss Gulf crisis f 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Kfefcebe 
Alptemocin flew to Pakistan Wednesday for a three-day visit to 
discuss the Gulf crisis with his Pakistani and Iranian counterparts, 
a Foreign Ministry statement said, Turkey has enforced^J.N. 
sanctions against Baghdad for its August 2 seizure of Kuwait. The 
Turkish parliament in September authorised the government to 
send troops abroad or allow foreign troops to be deployed in 
Turkey. But Ankara has so far refrained from sending troops to 
the Gulf. The United States has 24 F-16 fighter, 14 F-lll tactical 
strike aircraft and an undisclosed number of F-15 fighters at tiie 
Incirlik airbase in southern Turkey. 

Turkish police detain 50 

ANKARA (R) — Police detained 50 people on Wednesday for 
staging a sit-in outside Ankara’s main civilian jail to protest a- .ban 
on.visiting their imprisoned relatives, the semi-official AnatoKa^ 
news agency said. Prison officials barred about 70 left-win^ 
convicts from seeing relatives to celebrate the New Year because 
they were serving disciplinary punishment. On public and 
religious holidays inmates ae allowed to meet relatives freely in 
prison grounds instead off behind bars. About 20 other prisoners 
who were allowed open visits refused to meet their relatives in 
support of the punished inmates. The 50 relatives who sat outside' 
the jail shouting slogans before they were aiTested were expected 
to appear in court on charges of staging an unauthorised 
demonstration, police told the agency. 

Israel to search for more Dead Sea scrolls : 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Israeli archaeologists will search caves in de 
desert in hopes of finding more Dead Sea scrolls, the antiquities 
authority said Wednesday. “We want to make sure that:^ 
covered all possibilities in finding additional material,” Ahjir 
Drori. the authority’s director, said on Israel army radio. 
chances are small, but we want to be certain.” The leather scvgBs 
were first discovered by a bedouin shepherd in the late 1940ggr* 
cave near the Dead Sea, in what is now the occupied West £^§§eJ 
They contain the earliest known texts of the Old Testament, 
documents related to the Essen e civilisation that collectef&tiie 
scrolls, literature and poetry. About 800 scrolls havefeen 
recovered, although many are fragments kept in the basemen! of 
Jerusalem’s Rockefeller museum that have not been: picked 

together. The taaiefa few nu»rai>crou* pogm, 4 a ji 

centres on caves around Quintan, the area just northwosfm the 
Dead Sea where the first scrogs were discovered, said Efrat 
Brown, spokeswoman for the antiquities authority. 

Demonstrators set fire to Algerian hotel 

ALGIERS (R) — Demonstrators set fire to a hotel in western 
Algeria and damaged cars in protest at a New Year's eve party 
which they judged anti-Islamic, a resident said. Thirty people 
were injured in dashes between the demonstrators throwing 
stones and riot police who tried to disperse them with tear gas, 
Algiers radio said. The owner of the hotel, Les Chasseurs in the 
town of Telagh, 400 kilometres southwest of Algiers, had rejected 
their demand that be cancel the party, the resident said Tuesday. 

Former Sudanese minister jailed 

KHARTOUM (R) — A former Sudanese housing minister was 
jailed for five years and fined one million Sudanese pounds (about 
$200,000) for a swindle involving distribution of housing plots; 
The armed forces newspaper A1 Quwat A1 Musallah said 
Wednesday the sentence against Mohammad Taher Ai Gtlani, 
bousing and public works minister from May 1986 to March 1987, 
was handed down by a court Tuesday. 

Anti-Saddam radio goes on the air 

NICOSIA (R) — A radio station calling itself “Voice of Free 
Iraq” has started broadcasts in Arabic denouncing President 
Saddam Hussein. The station, monitored by the British Broad- 
casting Corporation, was first heard Tuesday, It said it was 
broadcasting to Iraq on one mediumwave and three shortwave 
frequencies contributed by the radio services of Syria, Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states. 
The source of the broadcasts, classical Arabic and the Iraqi 
dialect, was not known. ’ 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church SweRSefa 
Tel. 810740 


Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaBe Church Tel. 661 757 
Terrasaota Church Tel: 622366 
Church or the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
827981. 685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Church oT Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817 and 654932. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Clouds increase gradually and rains 
arc expected to Call in all parts of the 
Kingdom in the evening. Winch will be 
northwesterly moderate to fresh. In 
Aqaba, it will become partly cloudy in 
the afternoon and winds will be south- 
erly fresh and seas tough. 

Min. /max. temp. 

Amman 4/13 

Aqaba 9/20 

Deserts 3/16 

Jordan Valley 10/20 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 13. Aqaba 19. Humidity readings: 
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Amman 81 per cent. Aqaba 45 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad AJ A jam 894184 

Dr. Abdul Wahab A wad 846070 

Dr. Nabil A! Maridi 615338 

Dr. Abdul Qader AJ La|? 696048 

Fuas pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 


ORB ID: 

Dr. Ziad Al Aaraj 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy 


) 

.... 1275825) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Hbham Sharbam f — ) 

KhalHch pharmacy 935417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 II 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 


Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department .... 630321 

Hotel CbmpUims 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and 5cwerage 
Complaints. 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813^2 

Khalidi Maternity . J. Aran . . . 644281/6 

Afcilch Maternity. J. Aran 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Maihas.J. Amman 636140' 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 


Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muastocr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. A&hrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

Ibn Sma Hospital (09)986732 

ERBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Naiccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment az the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)33200-5, w here it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


(Terminal 1) 

1*13 Riyadh (RJ) 

IfcJO New Delhi (RJ) 

lte30 Cairo (RJ1 


10=45 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

l® 155 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

1 7:2 ® LarnacacRJ) 

* 7:3 ® London (RJ) 

18:00 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

WJ0 Aqaba (RJ) 

10t30 Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

Casablanca (RJ) 

20:45 Rome (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

J®- 2 " Sanaa I LH) 

; Riyadh <SV) 

Istanbul. Ankara (TK) 

Dubai (EK) 

1*55 Muscat. Bahrain (GF) 

l*** - Cairo (MS) 

Amsterdam, Istanbul (KL) 

l* 15 Frankfurt (LH) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal (1) 

Rome (RJ) 

Paris (RJ1 

14:00 Larnaca (RJ) 

"•••—: Aqaba (RJ) 

2&4S Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


2 1=°® Doha(Rj) 

Cairo CRJ) 

2» : 45 Dubai (Rj) 

22rf0 Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 
90:45 Muscat (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal (2) 

Damascus, Paris (AF) 

J**? Riyadh (SV) 

J*'?® Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

? ™ Ankara. Istanbul (TX) 

JJjS Dubai (EK) 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppciflowor price in 61s oer ke 

aJjjL- 6§)/500 

““ana 5Q0 / 4 so 

Banana (Mukammar) 450 / 400 

cSge ::::::::::::::::::::::::: ?£/» 

gfc— BJB 

So/HS 

Dates 410/ 350 

500 / 400 



120/60 


Marrow (small) """ *w,/2nn 

onion (dry)...: SSJaS 

Omonigrcen) 150/100 

600 / 500 

400/250 


. :::::::: 

:::::: ”!S 


500/40T 

Sfnmmh 120/80 

Tomatoes 280 / 220 
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House rejects law I Women protest In front of II 


rman firm to 
study unemployment 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A German 
‘institution wfll help the Royal 
“ Scientific Society (RSS) conduct 
' a field study on unemployment 
in Jordan and ways to deal with 
. ' the problem in the coming years. 

_ According to an agreement 
• signed Wednesday by the two 
: sides, the RSS’s Economic Re- 
' search Centre win carry out the 
survey , whi ch wfll last one year, 

- ■ with partial financing from the 

German Fredrich Eibert Stiftung 

- Organisation. 

The field study aims at defin- 

- ing the social status of the unem- 

- ployed, causes of unernploy- 
' • ment during the past year, as 
■ compared to 1986, and analysis 

■ of the various measures t« 

- since 1986 to deal with this prob- 

- lent, according to a statement 
issied following the si gning cere- 
mony at the RSS. 

“The study wfll be based on a 
field survey on the unemployed 
in various provinces, and wfll be 
in harmony with the govern- 
ment’s policies to solve the prob- 
lem and achieve socio-economic 
development in all regions,” said 

- the statement. 

It said that the study would 
also cover all aspects related to 
the impact of the Gulf crisis on 

■ the issue of employment in the 
Kingdom. 

Jordan has ax least 50,000 peo- 
ple unemployed, nearly 15 per 
cent of the total work force, but 
the rate was said to be steadily 

- rising in view of the returning 
Jordanians from the Gulf coun- 


tries. 

According to the statement, 
the study wfll cover the unem- 
ployment problem between 1991 
and 1995 and will propose poli- 
cies and measures that should be 
adopted to overcome the prob- 
lem. 

In replies to questions about 
foe government. Prime Minister 
Mndar Badran said in Parlia- 
ment last month that foe Labour 
Ministry had succeeded in creat- 
ing 6300 jobs for unemployed 
Jordanians in 1990 in addition to 
2325 jobs created by foe Civil 
Service Commission in govern- 
ment offices. But he criticised 
suggestions by Parliament de- 
puties that foe government cre- 
ate 4,000 jobs in government 
departments to help solve the 
unemployment problem and 
noted that such a move would , 
cause further inflation in foe 
government-run agencies with 
no beneficial consequences to 
.foe country. 

Badran urged foe public and 
private sectors “to join hands to 
help reduce the unemployment 
problem" through initiating 
small and medium-sized income- 
generating projects and by en- 
couraging investments. 

He said that the Labour 
Ministry’s Vocational T raining 
Corporation (VTC) was trying 
to provide vocational training to 
foe unemployed so that they can 
take over jobs from foreign 
workers in Jordan. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower era. 

House of Parliament Wednesday The House then moved to 
rejected one law proposed by discuss the vehicles axial weights 
the government while new law. The law was rejected by foe 
ministers received congratuia- House’s Legal Committee on the 
tions from colleagues and jour- grounds that it contradicted with 


offices seizure of peace ship 


nalists. 

The session, which started 


foe Constitution. 

Minister of Public Works and 


with deputies hugging and kis- housing attempted to reverse foe 
sing new ministers, was short committee's decision by explain- 
and calm. Half an hour after the ing that foe treasury would lose 
session started foe prime minis- JD 23 million as a result, 
ter and all except four ministers He explained that trucks for- 
left for the airport to bid forewell tying goods to Iraq and other 
to His Majesty the King before neighbouring countries had 


.his departure for Britain. damaged foe roads by carrying 

excess weights. 

In a letter answering a querry 

by Deputy Fuad Khalafat, Mas- Maan Deputy Sulei m a n Arar, 
lim Brotherhood, Finance National Bloc, then argued that 
Minister Basel Jardaneh ex- such a measure would adversely 
plained that interest on housing affect thousands of people espe- 
ioans for army and police offic- dally since most of the trucks 
era at Abu Nseir housing estate were sitting idle for lack of busi- 
were cancelled by a decision ness. 

from foe Cabinet, while interest After Legal Committee Chair- 

on loans to civil servants were man Hussein Mujali said foe bill 
not. Khalafat then asked why was rejected on foe grounds it 
there should be discrimination was unconstitutional, foe House 
between civil servants and offic- voted to reject foe law. 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times ■ 

AMMAN — At the be ginning of 
foe new year a group of 100 
women staged a demonstration 
Wednesday, in front of foe Un- 
ited Nations offices in Shmetsani 
to protest foe seizure of foe 
Iraq-bound peace ship Ibn Khal- 
doun by the U.S.-led war ships 
in foe Gulf. 

The protesters handed Dr. Aii 
Atiqah, U.N. resident repre- 
sentative in Amman, a state- 
ment condemning foe seizure of 
foe ship. 

“The United States naval war 
ships which have seized foe ship 
for days, are practicing foe worst 
kind of piracy and are prevent- 
ing hundreds of women and chil- 
dren on board to perform a 
humanitarian duty by risking 
and endangerig their lives. It is 
also mocking all international 


Non-aligned foreign ministers expected 


Tritons advised to 
leave Jordan, Yemen 


?a sc*: 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A statement issued 
by foe Foreign and Common- 
wealth Office Wednesday 
advised British citizens in Jordan 
and Yemen to ‘Heave the two 
countries well before the dead- 
line of January 15 which has 
been set by foe U.N. Security 
Council for the withdrawal of 
Iraq from Kuwait.” 

British officials here say that 
the statement is a precautionary 
measure and marks no drastic 
revision from foe advice issued 
by the British embassy here to 
British nationals at the end of 
September. - ■■■.■. . . . 


what to do but we are advising 
them,” Hogger added. 

He said the advice comes in 
line with usual Foreign Office 
procedure in areas of possible 
conflict, but said the statement 
in no way meant that “there will 
be war.” 

According to another embassy 
official, the Foreign Office does 
not fear that war may break out 
in Jordan but that if hostilities 
break out in foe Gulf British 
nationals may be exposed to 
anti-British sentiments because 
of their government’s position in 
the Gulf crisis. 

“We have contacted the Pub- 
lic Security Department (PSD) 
and they would provide protec- 
tion to British nationals if need 


AMMAN (AP) — The foreign 
ministers of Yugoslavia, Roma- 
nia and Malta are scheduled to 
visit Jordan next week to discuss 
efforts to resolve the Gulf crisis. 
Foreign Minister Taber A1 Masri 
said Wednesday. 

Masri, who assumed office 
Tuesday in a Cabinet reshuffle, 
did not disclose the exact dates 
of arrival of Budimar Loncar of 
Yugoslavia. Nastase Adrian of 
Romania and Guido de Marco 
of Malta. 

“They are arriving next week 
for discussions on the Gulf cri- 
sis.” Masri said. 

De Marco is also president of 
the U.N. Genera] Assembly and 
is scheduled to visit Israel and 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip under a mandate to 
review the situation of Palesti- 
nians living there. 

Loncar of Yugoslavia, current 
chairman of the Non-Aligned 
Movement, visited Baghdad last 


week and said later that Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein was 
seeking serious negotiations 
over the Gulf crisis started by 
Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

However. Saddam, who has 
refused to comply with Security 
Council resolutions demanding 
Iraq's withdrawal from Kuwait, 
is insisting that any solution 
should be linked to settlement of 
the Palestinian problem. 

Washington, which leads the 
anti-Iraq coalition, rejects such 
linkage and insists that Iraq un- 
conditionally relinquish the 
occupied emirate. 

Masri said Jordan remains 
committed to finding a peaceful 
means to end the Gulf crisis, and 
noted that King Hussein had 
begun a European visit Wednes- 
day in a bid to encourage Euro- 
pean Community involvement in 
efforts for a negotiated settle- 
ment. 

A Jordanian official said 


Europe has been “sending posi- 
tive signals that it prefers a 
negotiated settlement to the 
Gulf crisis.” 

Little detail has been released 
of foe non-aligned initiative, but 
diplomatic sources said the 
movement was appealing to Iraq 
to soften its hard-line insistence 
on linkage of all problems of the 
Middle East. 

“They are telling Iraq that it is 
almost impossible at this stage to 
establish any linkage between 
foe Gulf crisis and the Palesti- 
nian problem as demanded by 
Baghdad,” said a diplomatic 
source. 

“They are trying to convince 
Iraq that the Palestinian prob- 
lem would definitely be dealt 
with on its own merits by the 
international community but 
that it is vitally important for 
Iraq to resolve the crisis and 
avert a war in foe region,” said 
the source. 


New minister of agriculture sworn-in 


ce 'W«s atreaay m o re . ■' 

issued to our nationals a whilp • The renewed advice comes 
back and it really- applies only fd G7 fess than a week after the State 
dependents and families; it is not Department in Washington 


AMMAN (Petra) — Newly- 
appointed Minister of Agricul- 
ture Mohammad Alawneh was 
jswom-in before His Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday before 
foe. King left for a working visit 

abroad.-'—'- 

Alawneh was foe oofv mem- 


was attended by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, 
Prime Minster Mudar Badran, 
Chief of the Royal Court Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, the King’s 
Political Advisor Adnan Abu 

Odeh <uxf C hi ef- Cha m bc ri ain 

Prince Raad Ben Zeid. 


Alawneh, who has several 
books on political and Islamic 
subjects, was elected member of 
Parliament in Nov. 1989 par- 
liamentary election for the Irbid 
constituency. 


intended to affect working rela- 
8 H “ : J tionship and businesses,” Henry 
Hogger, the consul general at 
the British embassy, told the 
Jordan Times. 

About 400 British citizens cur- 
rently reside in Jordan; about 
half of them are women and 
.. " children . 

“We can’t tell our citizens 


issued similar advice to Amer- 
ican citizens in Jordan, Yemen 
and Mauritania. 

The British Foreign Office 
issued similar advice to its 
citizens in Bahrain, Qatar and 
some parts of Saudi Arabia. 

About 250 Britons currently 
reside in Yemen, of whom 30 are 
dependents. . . 


ber of Cabinet not present dur- -‘‘•- Alawneh, born in Taybeh- 
ing the swearing-in ceremony at Irbid governorate-in 1937, 


the Royal Court Tuesday when 
it was announced that Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran’s 
Cabinet was reshuffled, bringing 
in 10 new ministers. 

Alawneh takes over from 
Suleiman Arabiyat who resigned 
his post along with 10 other 
ministers. 

The swearing-in ceremony 


obtained a degree in agriculture 
from Cairo University and 
another degree in agricultural 
egineering from the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

He worked with several Ger- 
man and Saudi companies and 
for some time served as rappor- 
teur for the independent Islamic 
Bloc in Parliament. 


HOME NEWS KN BRIEF 


Masaadeh chairs civil defence talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior Salem Masaadeh chaired Wednesday a meeting of the 
Higher Civil Defence Council. The meeting, which was attended 
by foe governors in their capacity as chairman of the defence 
committees in their govemorares, tackled foe preparedness of the 
goveinorates and arrangements made to face the development 
under the current situation. The council will hold other meetings 
to follow up issues related to this matter. 

Khalifeh meets JDA committee 

AMMAN (Petra) — President of the Jordan Academy for Arabic 
Abdul Karim Khalifeh has met president and members of the 
Jordanian Doctors Association’s (JDA) committee entrusted with 
Arabising medical terminology. Khalifeh commended foe com- 
mittee’s efforts exerted in Arabising the terminology and briefed 
them on the academy’s works in this regard. 

Public Freedoms Committee to meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman and members of the Lower House 
of Parliament’s Public Freedom Committee trill hold a meeting to 
be attended by Prime Minister Mudar Badran next Sunday. The 
committee will dicra-cc issues related to those who lost their jobs 
for political reasons and political prisoners as well as rescinding 
the marshal law. 

House’s committees to hold meetings 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament’s education- 
ajand legal committees will hold a joint meeting next Monday. 
The two committee are scheduled to discuss a draft amendments 
to foe higher education law for the year 1990 and a draft 
amendment to the universities law. 


Police officers start course 

AMMAN (Petra) — Three specialised courses for police officers 
and a course for other ranks were opened at the Royal Police 
Academy Wednesday. Brigadier General Abdul Rahman A1 
Udwan delivered a speech in which he urged officers and 
policemen, taking part in these courses, to do their utmost in the 
courses. In another address at the opening ceremony Major Sabri 
Rubeihat highlighted the role carried out by the Public Security 
Department in protecting and keeping security in Jordan. 

Jordan TV to show film on QAF 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Television (JTV) will Thursday 
show a documentary film on foe Queen Aba Jordan Social 
Welfare Fund (QAF). The film, entitled “A Jordanian Experi- 
ment in Developing Local Societies,'’ will be shown at 7 p.m. It 
highlights the most significant projects and activities carried out 
by QAF through its social development centres in foe Kingdom. 

Needy families helped in Tafileh 

TAFILEH (Petra) — Al Zakat (alms for the poor) fund in Tafileh 
governorate started Wednesday distributing in-kind assistance to 
needy families in foe governorate. Head of Al Awqaf Department 
in the governorate Falah Al Dhala’in said the assistance, which 
the department received from foe Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs, will be distributed to 110 needy families. 

44 km road opened, maintained in 1990 

AMMAN (Petra) — Amman Public Works Department has 
opened and maintained 44 kilometres of roads with a total cost of 
JD 515,000 in rural areas in Amman Governorate during foe past 
year, according to Ministry of Public Works sources. The sources 
said the department had opened 68 kilometres of roads in 
agricultural areas with a total cost of JD 433,000. 


Mitterrand 

(Cuptfaiiied from page 1) 

- I learned this morning that word 
of my departure was out,” 
Vanzelle’s statement said. 
“Under such conditions, I be- 
•‘.fiwtit is better for me personat- 
„ ly to define the' hunts of my 
‘initiative.” 

*T am not the bearer of any 
\ messa ge, I am not charged with 
1 any mission, and I have no man- 
date,” be said, 

Mitterrand stated at his last 
news co nf e r ence Dee. 19 that 
France would not co ndu c t a da* 
Jogpe that risked competing with 
an e foe United States hoped to 


have with Iraq. 

“France will wait to see, when, 
the day cranes, if it should take 
an initiative, in accord with its 
allies,” Mitterrand said. 

I^ans for a U.S.-Xraqi dialogue 
have since been scuttled after 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker and Iraqi President Sad-- 
rfam Hussein could not agree on 
a date to meet. 

The breakdown has led to an 
almost complete impasse in dia- 
logue aimed at averting hostili- 
ties. 

Vauzelle said he was acting as 
a member of parliament. But 
observers doubted he has acting 
wfthoitf Mitterrand’s approval. 

Vauzelle said he had refused 


to make such a mission while 
there seemed to be a chance that 
foe United States might achieve 
a diplomatic breakthrough. 

‘•On the contrary, from now 
on it appears to me to be my 
duty ... to no longer rest inert 
while there remain a few days 
before the expiration of foe ufri- 
matran decided by foe United 
Nations Security Council,” he 
said. 

Vauzelle has already visited 

Saudi Arabia, Turkey, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, Syria and 
Iran and met with Palestinian 
leaders over foe past few weeks 
regarding the Gulf crisis. 

He said a parliamentary mis- 
sion distanced from the govern- 


ment could “play a strongly use- 
ful exploratory role." 

But he refused to divulge any 
proposals he might make in 
Baghdad or cany back on his 
expected return Saturday. 

Cairo talks 

(Continued from page 1) 

on this.” Then, jokingly, he 
said, “I advise you to go home.” 

But Osama Al Baz, Mubar- 
ak’S top political aide, left the 
door open for a three-way sum- 
mit later. 

Baz told reporters that the 
ministers would report to their 
leaders on the outcome of the 
Cairo talks and that “a date for 


Baker 

(Continued from page 1) 

because we’ve got a lot of lives at 
stake. ...but all options are 
open.” 

If a military attack is laun- 
ched, the president said, “I 
would hope it would be over in a 
few days, but what happens 
realistically is hard to tell. ... so. 
I’m not predicting one way or 
another.” 

Thousands of conscripted 
teenage Iraqis reported to army 
centres Wednesday. 

The ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council beaded by 
President Saddam announced 
tLjt it approved a bug pay raise 
for Iraq’s estimated one million- 
man army dated from Jan. 1. 

In Moscow a government 
spokesman said the Soviet Un- 
ion encourages efforts to arrange 
meetings between the American 
and Iraqi leadership ahead of 
Jan. 15. 

“We believe that at this point 
we should afl try and concentrate 
on foe efforts to arrange these 
meetings,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Vitaly Churkin told 
reporters. “We are all suppor- 
tive of these contacts.” 

Churkin said a resolution pas- 
sed by the Soviet parliament 
calling on Iraq to act responsibly 
and withdraw from Kuwait has 
been sent to the U.N. secretary 
general, the chairman of the 
Non-Aligned Movement, the | 
Arab League and the Organisa- 
tion of the Islamic Conference. 

The command council said foe 
pay raise was approved after an 
appeal by Saddam, who chaired 
Wednesday’s session. 

It discussed military develop- 
ments and “the political situa- 
tion in the region and on the 
international level,” the state- 
ment said. 

the next tripartite summit will be 
set in consultations among foe 
leaders of the three countries.” 

Mubarak, Qadhafi and Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad met 
twice last year. 

After lunching together, the 
ministers drove to the airport, 
where Abdul Meguid saw off 
Sharaa and Bishari. 

Cairo radio, reporting the 
ministers’ talks with Mubarak, 
said they focused on the Gulf 
situation and “coordination of 
movement in the coming stage to. 
find a peaceful solution to foe 
crisis.” The radio did not men- 
tion a summit. 

Arab diplomats said it was 
unlikely a summit could be held 


conventions and moral huma- 
nitarian values,” foe statement 
read. 

The women also called on foe 
international community to take 
a more active role in pursuing 
the events of foe ship. 

“The ship is in danger; and its 
fete is unknown. Many women 
and children on board foe ship 
are in a bad situation, as of now 
there is a shortage of food and 
water,” Dr. Aida Al Jarrar, 
head of the ship’s Informational 
Committee, told the Jordan 
Times. 

“In spite of appeals from 
women and children in Algeria, 
T unis ia and other nations, the 
United States has refused to 
listen to these appeals and is stfll 
holding the ship,” Al Jarrar said. 
She also added that all con- 
cerned parties, especially the 
United Nations, should shoulder 
more responsibility in this mat- 
ter becaue “the people on board 


the peace ship, who have taken 
the trouble of joining this mis- 
sion, have a cause and that cause 
is peace.” 

Al Jarrar also said that foe 
demonstrations and sit-ins would 
continue until this matter was 
resolved in a fair and humanita- 
rian way. “There has been a 
kind of international media 
blackout concerning this ship, 
but we will continue our cam- 
paign until our voices are 
beard,” she said. 

The ship sailed from Algeria, 
on Dec. 6, heading for Iraq. It 
carries 240 passengers plus a 
40-member Iraqi crew. It is 
laden with 800 tonnes of sugar 
and other food supplies. The 
ship was intercepted in foe Ara- 
bian Sea off foe Strait of Hor- 
muz, by American war ships. 

The women and children on 
board came from 10 Arab coun- 
tries phis Italy, China, foe Un- 
ited States and Japan. “Already 


there is a victim on board the 
ship, a Japanese woman, the 
president of foe Dry Milk Socie- 
ty, wbo took part because sbe 
believes in peace,” Al Jarrar 
said. 

The women demonstrators, 
who wanted to go to the Amer- 
ican Embassy in Amman, were 
prevented by police becaue they 
did not have a permit from foe 
Amman governor to go to the 
American Embassy. The women 
protested and demanded to go 
through but foe police were ada- 
mant in their decision. “Not 
every time there is a protest or a 
demonstration, foe demonstra- 
tors are allowed to go to the 
American or any other embassy 
without a permit. We have a 
duty to do, and that is to respect 
foe sanctity of any embassy,” a 
police officer, who did not give 
his name, told foe crowd of 
women protesters. 


U.N. General Assembly 
president to arrive 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The presi- 
dent of the U.N. General 
Assembly is due here Saturday 
on a three-day visit during which 
he will have talks with govern- 
ment officials and will tour 
Palestinian refugee camps in the 
country, according to an official 
statement issued here Wednes- 
day. 

The statement said that Guido 
de Marco, who is also Malta’s 
deputy prime minister and fore- 
ign minister, will be accompa- 
nied on his visit by Georgio 
Giacomelli, the commissioner 
general of foe United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA). 

The statement said that the 
two U.N. envoys would inspect 
UNRWA’s installations in Jor- 


dan and the agency’s services to 
foe Palestine refugees. 

They wfll also meet with heads 
of international organisations 
operating in Jordan in order to 
be acquainted with their activi- 
ties. 

De Mateo’s visit comes amid 
plans by other U.N. bodies to set 
up a controversial monitoring 
scheme on Israel’s treatment of 
Palestinians and Iraq’s repeated 
linkage between the occupied 
Arab territories and its occupa- 
tion of Kuwait. 

De Marco’s spokesman said 
last week that foe visit would 
permit the president to see fir- 
sthand foe conditions faced by 
those living in the camps and to 
personally express to them the 


support of foe General Assem- 
bly and concern for their plight. 

Giacomelli paid a visit to Jor- 
dan on Dec. 12 and discussed 
with His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan issues related to 
the Palestinian refugees. 

Giacomelli and de Marco are 
expected to be received by 
Prince Hassan for discussions on 
the Palestine issue and the re- 
fugees. 

In submitting his annual re- 
port to UNRWA's Information 
Committee, last month, 
Giacomelli said that the events 
over the past months had added 
a new dimension to the existing 
tensions and the Palestinians had 
begun to feel the negative con- 
sequences of foe crisis in the 
Gulf. 


CSC project aims at improving 
government offices performance 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Civil 
Service Commission (CSC) has 
prepared a new project for dvil 
service* In the Kingdom and wfll 
soon- submit It to foe Prime 
Ministry for approval before 
implementing it, according to 
CSC President Mohammad 
Saeed Abu Nowar. 

“The project deals with mat- 
ters related to government em- 
ployees, development of public 
administration, control and in- 
spection of public service, Abu 
Nowar said. 

He said that the new project 
was in implementation of Royal 
directives contained in a letter of 
designation to the government 
of Prime Minister Mudar Badran • 
upon its inception in 1989. 

“Development of the public 
administration system is a con- 
tinuing process in any country 


aiming at improving government 
offices performance and attain- 
ing good results,” Abu Nowar 
added. 

In October 1989, the Unftgd 
Nations Development Program- 
me (UNDP) announced that it 
would help Jordan improve its 
cavil service by providing ex- 
perts, equipment and technical 
assistance worth 5750,000. 

The CSC said then that the 
plan envisaged simplifying proc- 
edures at government depart- 
ments and reducing to a mini- 
mum foe level of routine work 
required as well as preparing 
training programmes for dvfl 
servants. 

Abu Nowar said that the plan, 
which envisages training person- 
nel in various government de- 


partments, would be im- 
plemented from now and until 
the end of 1993. 

Elaborating on the plan. Dr. 
Yahya Rash dan, the CSC’s 
director of development, said 
that foe first part of the plan to 
be implemented during 1991 en- 
tailed a study of the various 
government offices concerned 
with economy and finance, with 
special attention to be given to 
the present difficult financial cir- 
cumstances so as to reach agree- 
ment on procedures concerning 
control and inspection. 

According to the agreement 
with the UNDP, the government 
will provide $430,000 worth of 
facilities in the course of im- 
plementing the public adminis-' 
tration development plan in 
cooperation with the Institute of 
Public Administration. 


JPMC plans free industrial 
zone near Shidieh 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company 
(JPMC) has acquired a piece of 
land near the Shidieh phosphate 
mine, in southern Jordan, where 
it plans to set up a free industrial 
zone, according to an announce- 
ment by JPMC M anaging Direc- 
tor Wasef Azar. 

The land, of 20 square 
kilometre in ' area, will be ex- 
ploited by JPMC in cooperation 
with foe Arab Potash Company 
(APC) and several foreign firms 
to implement a number of joint 
chemical projects, Azar 
announced in a statement to foe 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

“Shidieh mine produces high 
quality phosphate, considered 
the best in foe world, and the 
new phosphate-based projects 
are expected to open new mar- 
kets for Jordan abroad,” he said. 

“Shidieh mine produced half a 
million tonne of phosphate in 
the past year, 1990, but 1991 was 

within “the next few days” as 
Qadhafi suggested. 

Egypt and Syria have the two 
largest Arab contingents among 
the half-million-strong U.S.-led 
multinational force assembled in 
the Gulf area and faring Iraq’s 
standing army of over one mil- 
lion men. 

Tripoli has condemned Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait five months 
ago but has also spoken out 
against foe foreign military buil- 
dup. 

Abdul Meguid and Sharaa are 

due to join Saudi Arabia's Fore- 
ign Minister Prince Sand Al 
Faisal in Jeddah for weekend 
talks, their fourth such meeting 
over foe crisis. 


expected to see increased pro- 
duction from foe mine,” said 
Azar in his statement. 

In 1989 JPMC earned $434 
million from its exports of phos- 
phate, but no figures were yet 
available for 1990. 

Azar said earlier that the 
JPMC was contemplating major 
phosphate-based industries to 
produce phosphoric adde, phos- 
phatic fertilisers and compound 
fertilisers mainly for export; it 
was discussing projects with 
foreign investors. 

In Wednesday’s statement, 
Azar said that a number of 
difficulties had been overcome 
in production matters and work 
on feasibility studies was prog- 


ressing according to plan. But, 
he said, production of the 
phosphate-based materials can 
not be expected before 1994. 

India has agreed to take part 
in a joint project for the produc- 
tion of phsophoric acid at the 
rate of nearly 200,000 tonnes 
annually, according to an accord 
reached daring a visit to India by 
a Jordanian economic delegation 
led by Ibrahim Badran, Ministry 
of Industry and Trade secretary 
general. 

He said that India had agreed 
to set upt the project together 
with Jordan and also agreed to 
purchase the acid produced at 
the project’s site near the Shi- 
dieh mine. 


NOTICE FROM 
CONSULATE OF IRELAND 

The Honorary Consulate of Ireland wishes to announce that! 
effective from January 1st 1991 the Consulate will be moving to j 
new premises as per the outlined diagram. I 

The new address will be:- 

IGng Hussein Street, Barjakli Building 
P.O. Box 1096 Amman, Tel: 630878 — 625632 
Fax: 962 6 630878, Telex: 23414 SAAD JO. 





All Irish citizens resident in Jordan are kindly requested to call at 
this consulate and re-register their names and addresses in the 
1991 register. 

The Consulate will be open daily from 09:00 hrs— • 13:00 
hr* except Fridays, Sundays and official holidays. 
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Higher profile 
intense moves 


THE grave situation in the West Bank and Gaza Strip is 
becoming more dangerous by the day with Palestinian 
casualties on the rise and Israeli oppression escalating. 
There is but one solution left: To deal with the Palestinian 
conflict before it assumes more ominous proportions. The 
last few days were exceptionally alarming with Israeli 
soldiers Crilfin g five Palestinians and iqjuring scores of others 
on Fateh Day, Tuesday. The Palestinian people under 
occupation seized upon the 26th anniversary of the begin- 
nawg of the PLO’s militar y struggle against the Israeli 
occupation with demonstrations in the occupied territories 
caiisr.g for a more intense uprising till victory. 

Time as dearly overdue for the U.N. Security Council to 
implement its resolutions on the Pales tinian conflict com- 
mencing with its latest, 681, which calls for closer UJI. 
monitoring of the deteriorating situation and for an 
increased U.N. presence. Surely the council members do not 
wish to wait till the situation boils over before they begin to 
take seriously their own decisions on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. By procrastinating over the implementation of 
its resolution the council would certainly give added 
evidence to Tel Aviv that when it comes to the Palestinian 
question the U.N. system is not about to be faithful even to 
iis own verdicts. This In turn would reinforce the long held 
proposition that the members of the council, especially the 
permanent ones among them, employ double standards 
where the Middle East is concerned. 

There is an urgent need now for the U.N. secretary 
general to spearhead the council’s monitoring procedure in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip by making a visit to the 
areas. As the president of the General Assembly is already 
making a working visit to the occupied territories the 
momentum must be maintained by having Perez de Cuellar 
| observe directly the situation there. Such a visit by the 
secretary general would carry tremendous weight as it 
would most certainly send a message to Td Aviv that the 
U.N. is serious and determined to resolve the Palestinian 
problem once and for all. 

The ideal scenario is to have the U.N. fact-finding visit to 
Palestine followed by a visit there by all the permanent 
members of the Security Council at the highest level 
possible. Such a high profile by the U.N. in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip wotdd be the dearest signal ever that the 
international community is set on applying the same 
standards to the Arab-Isradi conflict as the one being 
applied so forcefully on the Golf crisis. 

Meanwhile the secretary general can proceed expeditious- 
ly with his other mandate under Security Council Resolution 
681, namely the convening of a conference of the parties to 
the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 with a view to 
adopting further measures that aim to make Israel respect 
the provisions of that convention and apply it faithfully and 
fully to the occupied territories and their citizens. This 
complementary step to the projected Increase in U.N. 
presence In the occupied territories would go a long way 
towards starting in earnest the process of addressing the 
Palestinian nroblem. 


AgSASiC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


With the new government reshuffle, the cabinet of Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran now embodies the majority of the blocs in the 
Lower House of Parliament, forming a national coalition, said A1 
JRa’i Arabic daily Wednesday. Although it is premature to judge 
resuits or to make predictions, one can see that such - 
| government presents strong evidence that it will reflect the 
views of the majority of the people, the paper noted. It said tfaat 
with the presence in the cabinet of personalities representing the 
various political trends, one can conclude that it reflects political 
pluralism not only in Parliament but in the whole cross-section of 
the Jordanian society. Indeed, the formation of such a coalition 
offers a unique opportunity for the government to present a better 
performance and try to achieve what is best for society in 
cooperation with the legislative assembly, the paper added. The 
Jordanian public will no doubt follow up the implementation of 
plans, and will be examining any competition among the various 
ministries to offer service to the Jordanian society, said the paper. 

It said that eyes will be wide open to watch cooperation 
between the executive and legislative authorities in Jordan, and to 
see whether the representatives of the various parliamentary blocs 
can work in harmony to serve the higher national interests. 


A1 Dustonr daily said that His Majesty King Hussein’s talks this 
week in Europe come at a time when the beating of war drums is 
getting louder, and when tension is being escalated by the United 
States in the Gulf. King Hussein will be the voice of wisdom and 
reason, advocating dialogue and moderation in a quiet diplomacy 
aimed to attain a lasting peace in the Gulf, said the paper. The 
King’s tour, the paper noted marks another link in a long chain of 
strenuous efforts to end the crisis, and it enjoys the support and 
confidence of all peace-loving nations of the world which strive to 
stave off danger and catastrophic consequences. Since the 
outbreak of the Gulf crisis last August, King Hussein left no stone 
unturned m the search o€ for a peaceful formula that would put an end 
to the dispute between Kuwait and Iraq and end the presence of 
foreign forces in the Arabian Peninsula, the paper noted. It said 
that the Jordanian peaceful offensive in the European arena is yet 
another attempt on the part of King Hussein to encourage the 
countries of the European Community to take the initiative and 
pave the ground for peace. 



is ohe crisis or the other 


By Aimika Savfll 

MUCH as America insists the 
dock is ticking towards war in 
the Gulf, the unpredictable na- 
ture of events in the Soviet 
Union has raised the question: 
can and will the U.S. cope with 
two crises at once? It emerges 
that the Western allies believe 
that the answer is no. and that 
if the worst-case scenario be- 
comes fact in the USSR, re- 
solve in the Gulf will fail. 

In the bad old days, after 
America’s adoption of the 
basic Cold War planning docu- 
ments NSC 68 in 1950, the 
accepted wisdom in Washing- 
ton was that the U.S. ought to 
be able to handle fwo-and-a- 
half major conflicts at the same 
time. But first, it was question- 


able that it could ever really do 
so successfully — militarily or 

politically; second, a conflict 
then would have been an ex- 
pression of traditional East- 
West tensions, and hence 
would have fitted the planning 
picture. 

Now the U.S. have an 
enemy in Iraq who is not the 
traditional foe; and we have 
the spectre of the old enemy 
returning. And if the effects of 
the crisis the world would face 
— following, say, a crackdown 
In the Baltic states — were to 
come to a head in mid-Janu- 
ary, concurrent with the U.N. 
deadline against Iraq, which 
way would America go? Allied 
officials, who insisted a fort- 
night ago that the Soviet situa- 
tion could not interfere with 


U.S. intentions in the Gulf, 
admit now that there is indeed- 

such a risk. 

There might be a new Iron 

Curtain, not between East and 
West-Europe, but between the 
USSR and the rest of the 
world. What does this mean 
for East Europe’s new demo- 
cracies? That issue was in fact 
forced on the Americans 
yesterday when the Czechoslo- 
vak Foreign Minister, Jiri 
Dienstbier, in Cairo during 
Dick Cheney's Gulf-orientated 
visit, insisted on meeting the 
U.S. Defence Secretary to dis- 
cuss what was described as 
“the Gulf crisis, security in die 
Soviet Union and. Europe.” 

Superpower thinking dies 
hard; many within the military 
and others in the U.S. adminis- 


tration will insist — like their 
Soviet counterparts — that the 
old enemy is more important. 
“If the U.S. must choose, 
some in the leadership will 
argue that it must assert its 
traditional superpower role 
against Russia,” said one offi- 
cial. Others would say, “let ns 
accept the. Cold War is over 
and go ahead with a war 
against Iraq”; the first camp 
would argue, “the West has 
400,000 troops m the Gulf 
theatre; how can we commit 
them to a war there, the con- 
sequences of which are totally 
unknown?” And then, Mr. 
Bosh has even more of a prob- 
lem with a domestic divide. 

It is partly because of the 
Gulf crisis that the rest of the 
world has not truly addressed 


the implications of the Soviet 
situation so far, physical in- 
tervention against the Soviet 
Union is well-nigh untnink 
able, especially ranee the sign- 
ing ofthe CSCE treaty last 
month. Dealing with what was 
the traditional enemy «»tails 
coming with an entirely re- 
viewed security P? lic yJ ov S*” 
the East (much like the West 
had to scramble for a new 
Middle East poliey after the 
invasion of Kuwait in August ). 
The question-marks surround- 
ing md to the Soviet Union 
highlight the feet tfaat apart 
from propping up Mr. Gor- 
bachev, the West has no dear 
policy towards tfae USSR, nor 
any clear understanding of tfae 
Soviet alternatives. General 
Galvin admitted as much 


yesterday when he said tbe. r 
Soviet “political leadership k 
divided and it is possible thr 

nation will .become divided, ff . 

that happens,, who should the 
military follow?” 

Even if Mr. Gorbachev mask 

ages to ding to power for now, 
a crackdown *n the Baltic . 
would force Washington to 
cool ties with Moscow con--, 
siderably; and then; how cub j 
S adda m remam convinced 
the international xoaUtioi**' 
against him is to be takes * 
seriously? Francis Fukuyama, . 
it is dear, confused everyone 
by declaring p rematurely the 
end of conflicts as we knew 
them and hence, *frhe end of 
history.” For better or 
worse, plenty of hjstoiy Be* 
ahead. — The Independent 


When ‘Bad Jews’ make good news 


By Michael Sheridan 


JERUSALEM — Yossi 
Olmert, head of the •Israeli 
government press office, stood 
facing a crowd of angry people 
who would not shut up, re- 
fused to sit down and shouted 
abuse at him. There were 450 
of them jammed into a small 
theatre in Jerusalem, and they 
were all devoted Zionists. 

Dr. Olmert had placed an 
advertisement in the Jerusalem 
Post inviting people concerned 
about Israel’s image abroad to 
present themselves for a dis- 
cussion with him and his staff. 
Well, there are a very large 
number of Jerusalem Post 
readers who are amply con- 
cerned. People were crowding 
the aisles and peering in 
through the doors. 

It began with a plea from 


Dr. Olmert. “Can we refrain 
from media bashing?” he 
asked. “Not just because there 
may be some foreign press 
around.' 1 he added hastily. 
That did not worry the audi- 
ence. They were going to de- 
molish the foreign press any- 
way. But they wanted to de- 
molish Dr. Olmert as well. 

Daphne, a middle-aged 
woman from Britain: “There 
aren’t enough people from 
Israel to come to the U.K. and 
put the message across. Every 
time the news is on we see that 
blessed Temple Mount film 
again and again, articulate 
Arab spokesmen — and no 
one from the Israeli side is up 
to it.” 

Bernice Wolff, who lives on 
a settlement in the occupied 


West Bank, to which she 
would refer as Eretz Israel, or 
Greater Israel: “You should 
investigate the boards of direc- 
tors of these media companies, 
their Arab interests, ofl and so 
on.” Despairing mutter from 
the back: “But they're all 
Jews!" 

“Why do you refer in gov- 
ernment handouts to the 
Palestinians?” demanded a 
Dutch woman. “The fact is 
they’re Arabs, not Palesti- 
nians,” said somebody else, 
“We're the Palestinians." 

“I personally object to the 
use of the term ‘refugee 
camps’," said Arye Wetfaers- 
poon. “They’re not. They’re 
slum neighbourhoods." Why, 
someone asked, were PLO 


members referred to by the 
news media as “guerrillas,” 
when every other such group in 
the world was called “terror- 
ist. 11 And why, came the 
aggrieved chorus, were Dr. 
Olmert and the government 
not putting such matters right? 

“This is a very Jewish meet- 
ing — we never listen to each 
other!" said Dr. Olmert above 
the din. He agreed, the word 
“Palestinian” was not very 
popular and he did not much 
like it himself. And he perso- 
nally always said “Eretz 
Israel.” 

Someone was bound to men- 
tion CBS and 60 Minutes, a 
documentary programme 
which sharply criticised Israeli 
police conduct on the Temple 
Mount (the Noble Sanctuary). 


The very words had the audi- 
ence in a lather. How could it 
have been made, let alone 
shown? “There was nothing — 
•imply noth »ug we could do to 
prevent tfae programme being 
shown,” said Dr. Olmert apo- 
logetically. “It was definitely 
one of tfae most atrociously 
biased programmes against 
Israel." But CBS had been 
forced to read out a five-point 
reply the next week, he said, 
and tfae networks had been 
flooded with complaints. 

These 450 people remained 
vexed. Why not focus on Arab 
brutality to Arabs? “Absolute- 
ly!” came shouts from the 
stalls. Why not show tfae truth, 
that Israel was much less vio- 
lent than Manhattan? “What 
about Palm Beach?" deman- 


ded a woman from tfaat local^ 
ity. Many more people-died lag* 
communal violence in. India!!?, 
why not make tfae 
comparison? Most peopii&fc 
seemed to believe that th£f£ 
FLO — a haplessly dboiga^& 
nised entity as any repofteigg, 
who has dealt with ft can idaicra 
— possessed a wealthy and^ 
efficient publicity machine.. 

Malcolm Green said that 
used to make programmes ' 
tfae BBC and be 
how the media 


“There are pogroms 
press,” he declared 
Jewish instinct is to 
Semitic. We are ] 
these people with Bad 
and Bad Jews make _ 
news.” — The Independent 



Do not give the new world 
order a wrong start 
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By Abdulhay Y. Zalioum 

Mr. George Bush said early in August 1990: “Our jobs, way of 
life, our freedom and the freedom of friendly countries around 
the world will suffer if the control of the world's great oil reserves 
fall into the hands of Saddam Hussein.” This was the mission of 
American troops k nt to the Gulf before pollsters advised Mr. 
Bush that Americans are increasingly unwilling to die for oil. 
“The fight isn't about oil” said Mr. Bush in a recent November 
campaign swing. “The fight is about naked aggression that will 
not stand.” The contradiction between the two statements is 
obvious. Mr. A.M. Rosenthal has probably expressed the mission 
of the United States troops in Saudi Arabia more bluntly in his 
New York Times article reprinted on the Aug. 27 edition of the 
International Herald Tribune “any politically literate American 
knows that the United States is not fighting for democracy 
because there is none in the Arab World. It is not fighting for the 
right of the Kuwaiti royal family because no American would be 
fool enough to risk his life so it goes on running the place like a 
private oil plantation.*’ Mr. Rosenthal went on to say that the. 
United States moved into war position because of oil. Oil and 
defending “the American way of life” are therefore the credible 
objectives of the United States in the Gulf crisis. 

The Western democracies have different ways of life and it may 
be not very democratic to impose one’s own way of life on others 
unless might is right. How many Americans know that if you 
chose the Japanese energy utilisation efficiencies, that is to say the 
Japanese way of life in energy consumption, then you will not be 
in need of any oil imported from abroad and you will save about 
eight million barrels of oil per day! Or, at today's oil prices $90 
billion annually. Oil imports accounted for 45 per cent of the 
American trade deficit in 1989 and at an average of S15 per baud. 
Many non-Americans, and indeed many “politically literate” 
Americans might feel that the United States is in more need of a 
better energy policy than sending troops to the Gulfs “oil 
plantations.” 

American oil policy fluctuated between two extremes. One is 
downright possession of Arab oil and the other is by securing its 
price, access and free (the American way) flow of the petrodol- 
lars. On June 30 1943, F.D. Roosevelt authorised the formation 
.of the Petroleum Reserve Corporation in order to acquire 100 per 
cent of Saudi oil from Aramco. The first meeting of this company 
was held on Aug. 9 1943, attended by the secretaries of interior. 
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war, state and navy as members of the board. Abe Fortas was the 
secretary. In intensive studies and investigations by and for- 
congressional Senate foreign relations subcommittee on multina- 
tionals, in 1974, it was then agreed that the bottom line is access to 
oil, price, and petrodollars recycling. Are we now seeing a 
conversion to the first policy? If so, we are going against time and 
we are giving the new world order a wrong start. The collapse of 
communism was probably much fester than the United States, 
anticipated and it did not thoroughly analyse its post cold war 
strategies. It is trying to attain tomorrow’s objectives using the 
ways of yesterday. Many “politically literate” non-Americans feel 
that not only the U.S. energy is in need of revision, but also its 
foreign policy. This can be easily traced through the many U.N. 
resolutions in the past twenty five years on the Middle East. It was 
the United States and Israel against the world. If the Middle East 
problems, all of them, can be resolved on the baas of total but not 
selective justice, it must not matter who advocated total justice 
first. This, however, requires freeing the U.S. Middle East policy 
from being a hostage to self-centred powerful lobbies that serve 
really non-American interests. 

(The Author of this article, a Jordanian, participated in the 
.grassroots organisational development of three Arab national oil. 
companies , including Kuwait's. He is a graduate of LSU 
(engineering) and Harvard Graduate School of Business). 


LETTERS 



Facts are facts 

To tfae editor: 

I have noticed lately that there have been many reports £ 

Jordan Times concerning the activities of the Jordanian 
Crescent Society. The impression given in these reports is 
JNRCS were the only ones helping evacuees transiting 
our country. With no wish to denigrate their role in this 
would like to point out that they were only one 
contributors to the whole operation. 

Dr. Mohammed Ai-Hadid is in fluis* of jNiwx’s contribute* 0 
of help to the evacuees bat tfae overall control and -coarm&ritidii 
has been carried out by die Evacuee Welfare Committee under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Salameh'Hammad. The United Nations 
Agencies, IOM, ICRC, NGO's and many volunteers contributed 
dining this crisis. While the JNRCS would like to create the; 
impression tfaat they have operated on their own, in feet, tfae^ 
would not have been able to function without die assistance and 
cooperation of others. 

According to one report in the Jordan Times the JNRCS stated 
that “unfortunately” some of the goods that were contributed to. 3 
them went straight to the Evacuee Welfare Committee until tire £ 
JNRCS went to the prime minister to get them released to their 
own stores, this is a misrepresentation of the facts. After the first; ji 
few weeks of relative chaos, all agencies agreed (except tire p 
JNRCS) to send their goods first to foe government stores where fjj 
they were to be held under their respective names. There was no j$ 
intention of the committee to distribute these goods themselves^ £$ 
The only agency to object to this was the JNRCS. The reason for £. 
this regulation should be easy to understand. All goods coating & 
into Jordan for the evacuees should be known in order to keep a j. 
record of what has been received and what is in stock. If every* i, 
agency did their own thing and went their own way without £ 
coordination or cooperation, it would be complete chaos. ' - ^ 

We have seen and admired the bard work and dedication by & 
those involved in this crisis but, at the same time, ft should be sf 
remembered by the Jordan Red Crescent Society that they are • 
only one part of a whole. £ ^ 

m 

Patricia Salti, 


By Andrew Gmnbel 
Reuter 

BERLIN — What is left of 
East Germany? Too little, say 
many of the people who hved- 
there. 

In 13 whirlwind months, 
from the peaceful overthrow of 
the country’s communist reg- 
ime to the first all-German 
. elections for 58 years, not only 
has the East German state 
vanished but, it seems, its 
cultural identity has all but 
dissipated as well. 

For many on tfae eastern 
side, “unification” on Oct. 3 
was less a merger of the two 
Germ any s than a Western 
takeover. 

The West German constitu- 
tion governs the region’s legal 
system. West Germans hold 
almost all key positions of 
power. Shops stock almost ex- 
clusively Western goods. Tele- 
vision serves a virtually unin- 
terrupted diet of Western 
programmes. 

So what, if anything, re- 
mains of the east? 

“The achievements of 40 
years are melting away,” de- 
spaired Erich Honecker, the 


What is left of East Germany? 
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country's last supreme com- 
munist leader. “It can’t be true 
that we worked in vain.” 

But the political system that 
Honecker helped build has 
sunk virtually without trace. 

The ideal of “a workers and 
peasants state on German soil'* 
evaporated as voters, free to 
choose after decades of one- 
party rule, opted resoundingly 
for Western-style market capi- 
talism. 

Old centralised decision- 
making bodies — Politburo, 
Central Committee, Council of 
State — were replaced by 
Bonn's federal system. Mem- 
bership of the Warsaw Pact 
and Comecon was ditched in 
favour of NATO and the Euro- 
pean Community. 

The former ruling party 
Elite is a reviled group of ailing 
elderly men under investiga- 
tion for corruption and abuse 
of power. Honecker himself is 
wanted for approving the 
shooting of would-be escapers 
at the now-demolished Berlin 
Wall. 

Only the Stasi, the hated 
communist state security 
police, seems to have survived 
beyond the grave. Allegations 


of informing for the Stasi have 
felled one senior East German 
politician after another, de- 
spite sometimes flimsy evi- 
dence. 

East Germany’s’ economy, 
once described by historian 
David Childs as -a kind of 


is now produced by Western 
companies. 

The East has turned into a 
.wasteland of dying industries 
‘ but has yet to attract the bil- 
lions of dollars of outside in- 
vestment it needs to revive. 

“They have destroyed more 


The border may have gone but there Is wide 
recognition that East Germany’s 16 million peo- 
ple are still a special group with special prob- 
lems. If West Germans can be generally catego- 
rised as self-satisfied and rich, East Germans can 
be seen as lacking In confidence and still far from 
realising dreams of plenty. 1 


miracle” in the Soviet bloc, has 
collapsed since the overnight 
introduction of hard currency 
and free-raarket roles on July 
1, 1990. y 

T he sh ock exposure to West- 
ern competition has driven to 
the wall hundreds of com- 
panies, including top names 
like camera-maker Pentacon, 
. and left more than two million 
‘ people jobless or on short-time 
work sdbemes. 

Many East German consum- 
ers shun their own products as 
relics of the old system. Every- 
thing, from cars to cornflakes. 


in a few months than we built 
up in 40 years,” says Gerhard 
Groh, a retired foreman from a 
machine tool factory. 

“We worked well here, im- 
portant books were written, 
pictures were painted. Our 
children do not belong to a lost 
generation,” says Wolfgang 
UUmann, a leading dissident in 

the anti-communist revolution 
who is now a member of parlia- 
ment. 

Authors such as Christa 
Wolf and Stefan Heym found 
international audiences but 


their work has fallen from 
favour as Western critics ac- 
cuse them of complicity in the 
communist intellectual estab- 
lishment. 

East German book pub- 
lishers are having trouble get- 
ting their wares into the shops. 

Budget cuts have brought 
down the curtain on cir- 
cuses and many theatres. 

Scores of university faculties 
face closure as authorities try 
to save money and weed out 
old communist professors. 

What is left of East Ger- 
many? 

“A culture of resistance 
grew here. That implies values 
which are worth keeping,” says 
Ubrike Foppe, another promin- 
ent dissi den t from the 1989 
revolution. 

But the dvfl rights groups 
which attracted hundreds of 
thousands of street demonstra- 
tors in 1989 have gone, and the' 
Participatory politics dreams of 
by groups like New Forum and 
democracy now seem a lost 
ideal. 

“The bitterest experience of 
the last year has been the 
relation that East Germans’ 
belief m miracles is greater 
than their belief in them- 


selves,” says Baerhel Bohley,« 
leading former dissident axrdr - 
still a grassroots activist. 

“The spiritual barriers which 
foe wall threw up will remain 
with us as a scar, a wound,” 
says film director, politician 
and former dissident Konradi 
Weiss. 

The border may have gone 
bat there is wide recognition. 
that East Germany’s 16 million-* * 
people are still a special group** 
with special problems. If West^ 
Germans can be generally.^ 
categorised as self-satisfied an&fc 
rich. East Germans can b qgi 
seen as lac king in confidence,-^ 
and still far from realising' 
drea m s of plenty. 

No-one can even detidff'l 
what to call the dace. Tor-.'* 
mulations like “former Eaaifi':- 
Germany” or “the new federafc' - '- 
sfetes” or even “the accession:? 
zone” constantly trip up pofitiK 
dans and journalists. ~ 

What is left erf East Gerr ;- 
many? ; 

“A rich legacy of postage^, 
stamps Hat will bring joy to"; 
the heart erf every collector,-?'']' 
says satirical writer LoOP 1 ' 
Rathe now. “And an equally 
rich collection of 40 yean % 
neuroses.” 
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B/ Clare Hedrick 

3ia *- 

^ -ME — At the age of 24, 
out of college, armed 
aicc 't^Ji a few hundred thousand 
in' \iJl7*- fa few Aundred dollars) 
i be.; : -.V\ a smattering of Italian, 

• c *” , xL\ "jfc Methnani set off from 
-> as s.-.-,' ;home io Thins to seek 
*S* '* ::h .: -^nture in the El Dorado 

- s-jJjad dreamed of since he 
^ a boy —the magical land 
Grc — ^ wn simply as the West. 

rr-.^jke so many before him, 
aod - ^7. modern-day Candide cx- 
> ; ied fo be abbs to carve a 
e | life for himself in 

:; j r?i "{pc; one hzg of rich cr* 
4 - fences, a good job, friends 
a comfortable home. He 
:: i_.se Italy, in his mind’s eye 
-.luwntry that abounded with 
tent history and friendly, 
berant people. "Eveiy- 
) io Hams thought of the 
sf as a place to find a girl,' 
tb and cbtbes like Carrera 
and Levis, and Italy 
t the obvious place to 
1,” Ae recalls. “When I 
k back, I realise I knew 
y little. I soon found out. 
reality was quite doft- 

i '\ '--TV-lf.” 

' — ttfethnani’s long odyssey 

r ' - ^ongh the major cities of 
7 " ^ his desperatc search for 

‘ _^ 3 Jtkg bis introduction to the' 

my side of a country he 

x revered as a fount of 

t T^V'iinirifinj - urn » —»■ • 

tharhas 

OF* ” - -m haded as a phche&jcnon 
literary aides. 
^7ttcn with 32-year-old Ita- 

* _ novelist Mario Fcntnna- 
..'iLTmmigrato (The Imrmg- 

t), based on the diary tha 
thnarri kept of his wander- 
hc . s K ~ ^ is a disturbing and high- 
re w. -~y-eveaMng account of life as 
*rr -illegal alien. 

** * he book appears just as 

to y 1. ^ ^ beginning to come to 
rr ^7 / z ^ns with its new role as 
r 0MM&7 to immig rants 

.^m the developing world. 
i V-. -Jdi their/ong tradition of 
^ration, Italians are now 
3 zed in debate about the 

a v: b/ems of immigration and 

v- ‘ difficulty of overcoming 

I*: in a people who pride 

_ r .msclvcs cn their warmth 
** J hospitality. 

** ..Jethnani’s story adds fuel 
he fire, but with the dil- 
utee that it looks at the 
ie bom the inside. “It’s 
first tune an intmig rjunt 
tself has been the profs- 
ust,” said Methnani.' “In 
past, it’s always been 
erts talking about the 
blem. But I don’t think 
one could really imagine 


what actually happens in this 
parallel world, the poverty, 
the crime and rise wretched- 
ness.” 

Methnani had never 
dreamed how bard it 'would 
be to survive as an illegal 
alien. For a start, be was used 
to better things. He came 
from a middle-class back- 
ground and a comfortable 
borne. He was educated at a 
private school and received a. 
university degree. He spoke 
five languages — Arabic, 
French, English, Italian and 
Russian — and had visions of 
continuing his education in 
Italy. 

‘T thought I would be able 
to ai gn up at an Italian uni- . 
versify and live the kind of 
life U.S. kids do, working 
hard and playing hard ” be 
said. It did not take Jong for 
die young Tunisian to discov- 
er that reality was quite diffe- 
rent One by one his illusions 
crumbled as he encountered 
racism, poverty and the sick- 
ening round of drugs end 
pro stitut ion that many im- 
migrants are forced into sur- 
vive. 

Finding a job 

Finding a job proved. 


plotted 1” Thus, a job clean- 
ing prawns in Palermo paid 
fast 2,000 lire (SI. 75) a case. 
In the olive groves a day's 
backbreaking labour was re- 
warded with 34,000 lire 
($30). 

lh Naples Me thnani was 
offered a steak dinn er if be 
would sell bis blood. But the 
low point came when he took 
a job cleaning out a pigsty for 
a Sicilian farmer. For the 
task, doubly repulsive to a 
Muslim, Me thnani was paid 
just 10,000 lire ($9). 

M ethnani recalled the pigs- 
ty incident as one of die worst 
moments in his life. There 
were plenty of other black 
spots, such as being stopped 
by police and subjected to a 
beating and slurs. He also 
cited the stares of local resi- 
dents when be strolled the 
streets with Carmen, a young 
woman who was one of the 
few people to show him any 
kindness. 

• Methnani met racism 
almost as soon as be 'stepped 
off the boat in Sicily. One of 
his first impressions was of a 
woman glendng at him and 
dutebinr, her handbag to her 
chest Later, in a bar, the 
owucr told him, “Tm sorry,- 








almost impossible. Methnani ' 
looked for work in pizza par- 
lours, resta ur ants and fishing 
boats, but was turned down 
everywhere. In Sicily a fellow 
Tunisian gave him the de- 
pressing news that after one 
and one-half years he still 
could find only two days of 
work a week. The few jobs 
that were available paid ex- 
tremely low wages. As one 
Sicilian fisherman told him : 
“We're not racist. The fact is 
that you’re hens illegally, and 
therefore you're not sup- 
posed to work. For that 
"reason, you’ll always be ex- 


we don't serve Moroccans .” 
In Naples, a waiter in a res- 
taurant told him that the 
men’s room was out of order. 
A few minutes later another 
customer, an Italian, used the 
facility and found it in perfect 
working order. In Palermo a 
woman grabbed her smalt 
daughter protectively after 
Methnani had smil ed, at the 
child. “ She is frightened of 
me,” wrote the young Tuni- 
sian, describing the incident 
in Ids book. *Td like to go up 
to her and tell her that every- 
thing is all right and that 
there is no need to be afraid. 


I smile and wave at the little 
gjri, but it only makes it 
worse.” 

One of the most difficult 
aspects of Methnani's new 
life was leansing to see hims- 
lcf as others did. From the 
middle-class boy in search of 
adventure he was soon forced 
to look at himse lf through 
different eyes. “In such a 
short time, I have to accept 
that I can no longer see my- 
self as young graduate , 
travelling abroad,” he 
mused. ‘Tm no longer a 
young man who wants to 
travel and experience. Sud- 
denly I discover that for 
everyone else Tm an illegal 
North African immigrant, 
without a job and without a 
home.” 

Squalid boarding houses 

Home for Methnani be- 
came a succession of squalid 
boarding bouses. In Palermo 
he slept in a room crowded 
with four beds and Ht by a 
single light bulb. In Naples be 
had to splice two electric 
wires to get any light at all. In 
Rome be planned to live the 
life he bad promised himself 
when he first set out from 
Tunisia — 'visiting museums , 
seeing the ancient ruins that 
once SUed his head with 
dreams and wonder. Instead, 
perhnlegs-'tind depressed, he 

* rmJ w& off »'nV«KtoMB 

ori^§^rallway ‘ siding. From 
there it was just a short step 
to falling into the dreary 
round of immigrants' haunts 
— the church-run soup kitch- 
ens, the crumbling dormitor- 
ies, the sleazy bars. 

“I always meet the same 
people /* he notes in his 
book. “We're like a kind of 
wandering band. Each morn- 
ing we meet for breakfast in 
Piazza Bologna, then for 
lunch at Colie Oppio , a show- 
er in the afternoon at Via 
Marsal and so on. Many im- 
migrants, especially the 
Somalians and Eritreans, do 
nothing else. In the soup 
kitchens they GU their bags 
with food and in the churches 
which offer cast-off clothes 
they rummage through swea- 
ters and shirts, anything they 
can get their bands on. ” 

Methnani is often harsh in 
his portrayal of his fellow 
aliens. Though he soon came 
to understand the circumst- 
ances that forced them to be 
have as they did, he deplored 
their lack of dignity and their 
readiness to put their princi- 
ples aside the make a bit of 



Thm bitter memories of bis life as a young 
immigrant fuB of hopes finally brought Saiab 
Methnani success. But be Is not ready to 
for get . 


money. In the twiUght world 
of Italy’s illegal aliens, some 
steal, some sell drugs and 
others sell themselves to sur- 
vive. “This is not a book 
which says that all Wester- 
ners are bad and racist, and 
that immigrants are poor de-. 
vUs who should be helped, ” 
said Methnani. “ I believe 
that immigrants who break 
the law should pay like any- 
one else.” 

From the beginning Meth- 
nani was determined to avoid 
the temptation of the easy 
money to be earned from 
drug dealing. For a time be . 
sold cigarettes and lighters on 
a street comer in Naples. 
Later, up in Padua, he ped- 
dled razors and bandaids 
door-to-door. But it was in 
Florence, the city of the Re- 
naissance, that he eventually 
faltered. He found himself 
caught up in a ring of drug 
pushers and succumbed to 
the dangerous lure of heroin: 


advise the people I care ab- 
out not to come. At home, at 
least you have a decent place 
to sleep, your parents, your 
roots. Too many people think 
that by going abroad they are 
going to make a lot of money 
and come home rich. Unfor- 
tunately, it hardly ever works 
out that way.” 

Many times Methnani 
himslef thought about giving 
up the Gght and heading 
home. At one stage he even 
bought a ticket, ht the end he 
stayed, determined to prove 
to hims elf that he could make 
it “An immigrant’s needs are 
the same as anyone else’s — a 
warm, welcoming borne, a 
girlfriend to talk to, a friend 
to share a beer with,” be 
said. 

Now, three years after he 
first stepped off the boat, 
Methnani has all those 
things. He lives in a comfort- 
able apartment in Rome, he 
has an Italian girlfriend and a 
lively social life. An Italian 


. He .wasjnteflisent enough, to - - g 0 visMim±nt~ vm nesty 

stop taking tbedmg, but the vj-nr/. 

of the year has allowed him 


experience marked him deep- 
ly. It signalled the end of his 
Innocence. 

“You end up thinking only 
of surviving he said. 
“ When I took heroin, it was 
as though I was no longer 
myself. I had to become a 
drug-taking ’immigr ant’ in 
order to be accepted by the 
others. ” 

Methnani is also critical of 
some of the voluntary orga- 
nisations that offer food and 
shelter to immigrants in Italy. 
Often, be said, they treat 
people as numbers rather 
than as individuals. Worse, 
their very presence perpetu- 
ates the myth that the West is 
a land paved with gold, 
where no one need go hun- 
gry- 

“Back in Tunisia, I remem- 
ber people always used to say 
about Italy. ‘If things get 
really bad and you don ‘t find 
a job, you can always be sure 
that the church will take care 
of you,”' he said. *1 think it 
would be better if people 
stopped believing that, and 
stopped coming here. I would 


and thousands of other illegal 
immigrants to make their 
presence official. 

Methnani spends his days 
translating into Italian a col- 
lection of short stories by the 
Moroccan writer Mohammad 
Cboukri. He is also translat- 
ing into Arabic a book by 
Italian philosopher G ianni 
Vattimo. 

His own book, be hopes, 
will also be translated into 
Arabic. Among his other 
projects is a proposal to RAI, 
the state-owned TV broad- 
caster, to present a program- 
me on Arab literature and 
culture. The young Tunisian 
said that his own experiences 
have taught him that bridge- 
building is the only way to 
tackle racism. “ I want to do 
something that will help us to 
understand each other... The 
only way Westerners will stop 
thinking black people are in- 
ferior ; or dirty, or ignorant, is 
if they understand something 
about them. I’m quite con- 
vinced that it's possible” — 
World News Link. 


New author ends 74-year-old cliffhanger 
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rsrittnHO — Japan’s most re- 
'- r ed author died in 1916 . 
> 2 *?c&.;drig his final novel incom- 
-ttK :— ,-e and his readers wonder- 
5 ^whether the main charao- 

Tsuda , would win 
tr-^okoi heart. 

?£ writer who spent part of 

fr '-' c ’ childhood in the United 
*«?S finally resolved the 
ds: danger dais year with a 

_ tion of Natsume' 

classic novel Meian. 
a ‘ t 1 * * 74 years, no Japanese 

:nr a hor bad dared resolve the 
^i.^.rzle left by Soseki, a" 
i E firing intellect. Hrs face 
4 the 1, 000-yea bill and 
* brain is preserved at 
* r ‘ mm gjAyo University. 

frnae Mizumura’s andae- 
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i js 'and her success in master - 
& ^ the idiosyncratic Japanese 
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of the natron's greatest liter- 
ary figure have made her a 
sensation in Japan’s staid 
literary establishment. 

“ Soseki is so deified that 
no one can possibly live up to 
his reputation,” Ms. Mrm- 
mura, a petite woman in her 
rmd-30s, said with a self- 
effacing laugh. “It's natural 
that people would react 
against the book , so no one 
wrote it.” , 

Her 373-page rlHt novel 
“Meian Continued” has sold 
26.500 copies since its release 
in August, good fox serious 
literature but small-time 
compared with hits that sell 
more than a million. 

“I figured many people, 
like me, would like to know 
bow the story ends, and since 
Soseki is so famous, 1 figured 

that at least libraries and 
Soseki scholars would buy 


the book ” said Ms. Mizu- 
mura , a former lecturer in 
Japanese literature at Prince- 
ton University. 

. Soseki’s novel is about 
newlyweds who find, after 
playing the doting husband 
and wife for about six 
months . that they aren Y hap- 
py together. 

Tsuda, a white-collar 
worker from a rich family, 
has to acknowledge he 
doesn’t really love bis wife , 
whom he met shortly after 
being jilted by Kiyoko , the 
woman he does love. 

He tries to confront 
Kiyoko, who is married and 
appears only in the last few 

pages of Meian, to learn why 
she rejected him. The book 
ends just as his courage fails. 

Meian was written in Sose- 
ki’s gloomy later years and is 
not among his best-loved 


novels. Many Japanese read 
the book in school , however, 
in addition to his more 
humorous earlier works. 

Even the highly educated 
consider Soseki’s Japanese , 
antiquated and difficult. Jt 
relies heavily on unique uses 
of the Chinese characters and 
sets of syllables that form 
Japan’s written language. 

“ Young people in Japan 
don’t read books written in 
prewar Japanese,” Ms. Mizu- 
mura said. u It’s even rather 
difficult for college students. ” 

She described her foray 
into serious literature as a 
contribution to reliving long- 
discarded forms of more tra- 
ditional Japanese. 

" Soseki was one of the last 
Japanese novelists to use 
Chinese characters to their 
full advantage to bring a text 
to life.* she said in an inter- 




view. “ His use of the lan- 
guage is fascinating, and it’s 
so much richer than that used 
today. ” 

Most critics applauded her 
and said she mastered Sose- 
ki's difficult style. 

Ken Yasubara wrote in the 
literary magazine Gendaishi 
Techo that Ms. Mizumura's 
continuation “is more moving 
than Soseki 's original.” 

She left Japan at age 12 
when her father's company 
transferred him to the United 
Stares. Her higher education 
was in English and French, 
but she evenfua//y drifted to- 
ward her real love, Japanese 
literature. 

She was a doctoral student 
at Yale University and spent 
three years teaching at Prin- 
ceton. Tn January, she will 
begin teaching at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. 


Mizumura said her status 
as an outsider gave her the 
courage to approach the task 
other Japanese writers 
avoided. 

“ I had no literary reputa- 
tion to risk, no set literary 
style,” she said. T had no- 
thing to lose in giving it a 
fry." 

“In Meian Continued. Tsu- 
da is rebuffed after finally 
daring to ask Kiyoko whv she 
spurned him. - While 1 don’t 
dislike you,” she savs. 
“you’re the sort of person I 
can’t stand.” 

Tsuda's wife, Onobu, real- 
ises her efforts to win his love 
aren ’t working, and considers 
suicide. 

Having resolved one enig- 
ma, Ms. Mizumura leaves her 
readers with another: Will 
Onobu choose life or death? 


A daughter of the 
Yellow Emperor 


By Robert Shelton 
LONDON — As one of 30 
million overseas Chinese, 
Lynn Pan knows what it feels 
like to be an immigrant — in 
Hong Kong, London, Hel- 
sinki, Geneva and North 
.Borneo. 

In her most recent book. 
Sons of the Yellow Emperor: 
The Story of the Overseas 
Chinese, Miss Pan has com- 
bined her personal experi- 
ences with a background in 
journalism to write a fascinat- 
ing story of prejudice, fright, 
settlement, racism and 
courage. 

Pan is not afraid to show 
that evil as well as good has 
been a part of the Chinese 
diaspora ('emigrations, which 
she sketches back to the 
1500s. She introduces us to 
the Hong Kong “chuppies, ” 
the Chinese counterparts of 
yuppies , and to. “ Dragon 
Head” and “Straw Sandals 
two triad societies that are 
active in the heroin trade. 

In the book we learn about 
ordinary citizens who fled 
famine, poverty and oppres- 
sion down the years and ab- 
out others who trace their 
roots back to China, such as 
President Corazon Aquino of 
the Philippines, who have 
risen to the top in their new 
cultures. 

Shanghai-born Pan au- 
thored four books in the 
1980s, two about her birth- 
place. Why has she decided 
to write about the emigres? 
“I want people to understand 
the Chinese , at home and 
overseas, better. And 
through my book , to help 
those emigrants to lead lives 
of respect and security 
wherever in the world they 
may be trying to sink new 
roots," Pan replies. 

From now until 1997, when 
Hong Kong will be returned 
to mainland China,the world 
will be paying increased 



Lynn Pam 

hims elf of Chinese descent 
and leader of the largest 
overseas Chinese community 
in the world, has banned this 
influential magazine, he has 
allowed her book to be sold 
there. 

“ I was bom is Shanghai, 
was made an emigre in the 
1950s by the terror campaign 
of the Chinese C ommunis t 
Party and was educated, in a 
manner of speaking, in Hong 
Kong, British North Borneo 
and England, where I even- 
tually established a base... 
Shortly before be died , my 
father built himself a log 
cabin in the wilds of British 
Colombia. My sister lives in 
Hong Kong, married to an 
Englishman. My brother lives 
in Sabah , as British North 
Borneo is now called, and is 
married to a second-genera- 
tion Chinese immigrant. His 
children speak neither Shan- 
ghainese (our father’s lan-. 
guage) nor Teochiu (our 
mother’s), but Cantonese, 
English and Malay ” 

A sister and a brother died 
young, victims. Pan says , of 
their move to Borneo, with 
its tropical diseases and 
primitive medical facilities. U I 
have Gist cousins in Shan- 
ghai, Nanking {Taipei, Bright- 
on, Sydney, New York and 
Boston , and more distant re- 
latives in Florida and Brazil. I 
should say we’re fairly repre- 
sentative , in our pattern of 
expatriation and adaptation. 


action °C 0m " 

seas Chinese famihes. 


Chinese who are emigrating. 
* You have heard about what 
they call the “yacht people ” 
the wealthy Hong Kong resi- 
dents who baveheadgd most- 
ly for America or. ^around 
Vancouver in Canada^”- she 


Pan tells the story of the 
Chinese diaspora with great 
compassion. She traces the 
genesis of emigration back to 
the 16th century, when the 
'Portuguese arrived in the Far 


effete. “Now and. in. tbezh & st e , ^ 
foZseZble future, I fear, ’ (ie S P Bmsi - £fle Dutcb ^ 


there will be boat people 
from Red China mainland 
escaping the repressive Com- 
munist regime.” 

Pan’s book is alive with 
real people: Tycoons in Hong 
Kong and the West, coolies 
in South Africa and Peru , 
gold seekers in the Australian 
outback and California , 
gangsters in the opium-grow- 
ing Asian “ Golden Triangle” 
or in Manhattan, traders in 
Mainland Singapore, res- 
taurant owners in Paris. We 
learn why these people fled 
and how they fared. And how 
last year's bloody events in 
Peking’s Tiananmen Square 
reminded even those who 
bad thought themselves 
assimilated into other cul- 
tures that they were, after all, 
sons and daughters of the 
Yellow Emperor. 

Pan tells us of successive 
massacres of Chinese immig- 
rants in the Philippines , 
which took scores of 
thousands of lives. 

Pan cautions that “this is 
not a celebratory book. I tell 
the story with warts and all. ” 
And there are not always 
positive tales to tell of sharp 
Chinese traders , or cunning 
seekers after power in their 
new lands, or the violent, 
drug-running triads that have 
moved into the major cities. 

Asked why Japanese emig- 
rants are treated so much 
more favourably in Australia , 
South America, and perhaps 
around the world. Pan re- 
plies, “The Japanese are not 
long-time settlers like the 
Chinese. In South Africa 
they have been treated like 
honorary whites.' Overseas 
Japanese are not perceived at 
settlers of a permanent com- 
munity. ” She adds that after 
a few years in a foreign coun- 
try, Japanese will pull up 
stakes and head home. And 
they will often make invest- 
ments overseas that earn 
them profits but that also 

create jobs for local resz- 
'dents. 

< Pan is arts reporter for the 
Far East Economic Review. 
Although Singapore Prime 
Minister Lee Kuan Yew , 


the British, all of whom were 
expanding their empires and 
looking for cheap labour. 

The book presents an in- 
teresting historical juxtaposi- 
tion. Just as the African slave 
trade began to die out in the 
middle of the last century, 
international traffic in 
Chinese coolies increased. 
Under conditions in which 
the death rate soared to 45 
per cent, tens of thousands of 
Chinese labourers were ship- 
ped out to the Americas, the 
West Indies , Africa and 
South Africa. During World 
War I thousands more 
Chinese were imported by 
Britain and France , again as 
cheap labour. Chinese sailors 
who jumped ship in Liver- 
pool and other British ports 
gained unsavory reputations 
as the owners of opium dens. 

The first Chinese emig- 
rants were male. Later, 
female prostitutes were kid- 
napped or tricked into going 
to California during the gold 
rush of the mid-1806 is. The 
women were then sold for 
anywhere from $350 to 
S1JOO. 

At the other end of the 
spectrum of prostitution, 
concubinage or a Hfe of un- 
paid domestic service were 
women like Madame Wel- 
lington Koo, second daughter 
of the fabulously wealthy Oei 
v 7 long Ham , the so-called 
Sugar King of Java. The 
daughter, groomed by her 
mother to be a member of the 
European high society, be- 
came the wife of Wellington 
Koo, a respected diplomat. 

Pan relates an anecdote in 
which, at a dinner party, an 
American tried to make con- 
versation with Wellington 
Koo by asking, “you likee 
soupee?” Koo only nodded 
and smiled. He then gave a 
brilliant discourse on inrerna- 
tional relations in perfect En- 
glish, and, turning to the 
American, asked, “Likee 
speechee?” Such vignettes 
il lumin ate the fascinating and 
often tragic history of sons 
and daughters of the Yellow 
Emperor, with their strengths 
and ability to survive — 
World News Link. 
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Sherlock Holmes to help Zimbabwe make it in f ilm business 
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By Vanora Bennett 
Reuter 

HARARE — Sherlock 

Holmes has left his home in 
London’s foggy Baker Street 
to take up the challenge of 
solving crime in the dark 
continent of colonial legend. 
" Complete with violin , pipe 
and devoted sidekick Doctor 
Watson . the sleuth is in Afri- 
ca to unravel the mystery of a 
jewel theft amid the splen- 
dour of the Victoria Falls on 
the crocodile-infested Zam- 
bezi River. 

Sweltering Zimbabwe is a 
far cry from his usual gaslamp 
lit haunts in chilly Europe. 

But the detective , played 
by British actor Christopher 
Lee, has lost none of his 


tortured brilliance in a new 
racy television series featur- 
ing tum-of-the-century char- 
acters as diverse as U.S. Pres- 
ident Theodore Roosevelt 
and Lillie Langtry, mistress 
of the Prince of Wales. 

“ Sherlock Holmes and the 
Incident at Victoria Falls, * a 
big-budget project mounted 
by Harmony Gold of Los 
Angeles and film financiers 
of Zimbabwe , also features 
scenes shot in Harare, stand- 
in location for Cape Town in 
South Africa. 

The Zimbabwean fUm in- 
dustry hopes the project will 
help promote the country as a 
mainstream film venue. 

Zimbabwe wants to branch 
out from a series of successful 
movies made inside its borders 


in the past five years about 

apartheid in neighbouring 
South Africa. The films in- 
clude Cry Freedom, A World 
Apart and A Dry White Sea- 
son. 

Demand for similar protest 
Sims looks set to shrink after 
the launch of political re- 
forms in South Africa this 
year to end the international- 
ly condemned racial segrega- 
tion system. 

To comer the African mar- 
ket in big-budget Western 
Sims, Zimbabwe needs to 
Ggbt off competition from 
established locations such as 
Kenya, where Sims tike Out 
Of Africa and Gorillas In The 
Mist were shot. 

Sir Richard Attenborough, 
who made Cry Freedom , 


turned down Kenya as a 
venue for his story of mur- 
dered South African black 
consciousness leader Steve 
BBco when be saw Elm of 
Zimbabwea n lo cations. 

Beverley Tilley , who ran 
the Zim babwe Information 
Ministry’s foreign film- 
making until she went free- 
lance last year , believes Zim- 
babwe has a lot to offer the 
film industry. 

“We’re cheap. At dollar 
and sterling exchange rates 
Zimbabwe is a bargain and 
people End their budgets 
really go a long way” she 
said. 

“We .have good infrastruc- 
ture, roads and hotels. We 
have very varied and beauti- 
ful terrain which looks tike 
everywhere from Dorset (in 


England) to the Himalayas. 

We have everything here ex- 
cept snow.” 

Tilley , who now liaises be- 
tween Elm makers and gov- 
ernment officials , said the 
decade since Zimbabwean in- 
dependence in 1980 bad seen 
progress in the country’s 
technical expertise. 

The end of the destructive 
independence war against 
white minority rule had freed 
i thousands of Zimbabweans 
to be trained in film-making, 
she said. 

“In 1983 there were 12 
skilled film workers , and nine 
of them were white. There 
were also lots of ex- 
combatants who were unem- 
ployed and growing bitter 
and disillusioned. ” 

“We provided on-the-job 


training for more and now 
there are 1800 skilled film 
workers, some of world 
calibre. ” 

Tilley said there were no 
overall figures showing how 
much Zimbabwe earned ev- 
ery year from foreign Elms, 
but the business was profit- 
able. 

And she said Zimbabwe 
was finally gaining an edge 
over its African rivals. 

“ There were complaints 
from the sets of Out Of Afri- 
ca and Gorillas In the Mist 
that local authorities were 
charging too much. 

“It seems other African 
countries have been killing 
the goose that lays the golden 
eggs.” 

The Sherlock Holmes 










series is part of a group of 
H ar mony Gold Films called 
The Golden Years of She r- 

lockHohnes. An earlier four- 
hoor mini-series was shot m 
Europe in September and 
October. 

Both continue the story of 
Holmes and Watson in late 
middle age, where author Sir 
Arthur Coman Doyle left off. 

Christopher Lee, who 
played in three earlier Sher- 
lock Holmes films before 
1970, says the television pro- 
ject is a new departure for 
him and for the diameter he 
plays. 

“The point of these stories 
is that Holmes and Watson 
are in the twilight of their 
lives and bored to tears. It’s 
tike opening a door into a 

i: 'cTeis 


room you’ve never seen be- . 
fore he told Reuters. 

Lee, who won Bone as. 
Dracola in a series of ham-, 
mer horror movies .in the 
1950s and 1960s, said Holmes 
wouldn't be wearing his 
familiar deerstalker bat in the 
African beat. 

But “he smokes, obviously 
he deduces, you have to have 
that,” the actor added. 

Lee said he tboigght Zim- 
babwe was a good ffhn loca-_ 
tion , but “you're controlled 
by the fact that you're mak- 
ing Sims in a tropical climate . , 

“You can't hurry here. It's 
not America or Europe. 
There's a different pace and 
you can’t rush to meet dead- 
fines in beat above 40 de- 






Ireland halts the artist exodus 
and boasts an arts renaissance 






By Pi ml Majendic 

Reuter 

DUBLIN — Ireland, fiercely 
proud of its artistic glories, 
also cl aims a unique record in 
state funding of the arts. 

The land of the blarney has 
just celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of an organisa- 
tion that has helped propel 
Irish artists onto the interna- 
tional stage by providing 
them with annual stipends — 
and no strings attached. 

The Aosdana Academy — 
the name means “people of 
wisdom” — gives grants of 
6J00 punts ($11,000). Reci- 
pients have no accountability 
to the state for output. 

Prime Minister Charles 
Haugbey, at the academy's 
recent anniversary dinner , 

praised it for concentrating 
on individuals rather than the 
gallery or theatre where their 

work may be seen. 

“The creativity of the indi- 
vidual artist is the fountain 
from which everything 

flows,” said Haugbey, who 


conceived the idea of the 
academy with poet Anthony 
Cronin. 

“When they provided 
money for the arts, govern- 
ments and government agen- 
cies tended to favour orga- 
nisations over individuals, 
performances over creativ- 
ity,” said Cronin. 

The academy’s 141 mem- 
bers, all elected by their 
peers, include film director 
Neil Jordan, playwrights 
Brian Friel and John B. 
Keane , poets Seamus 
Heaney and PaulDurcan and 
artist Robert Ballard. 

The country that boasts of 
Nobel laureates George Ber- 
nard Shaw, Samuel Beckett 
and W.B. Yeats does not 
forget its novelists either- — 
they include prize-winning 
authors John Banviile and 
Brian Moore. 

It is all a far cry from the 

early years of the republic, 
which 70 years ago emerged 
from - Seven centuries under 
Britain's thumb. 

Writers like James Joyce 


departed, feeling oppressed 
and constricted in a narrow 
society, disgusted by cen- 
sorship and struggling to 
make ends meet at home. 

Haugbey, who himself 
broke new ground in 1969 
with a law to exempt artists 
from income tax, reflected on 
that exodus at a time when 
the new country should have 
been building up its self- 
esteem. 

“Self-imposed exile be- 
came almost a fashionable 
norm,” be said. But in the 
last decade the arts bad given 
an essential Bitip to Irish 
national pride. 

“Art is among other things 
a means to self-recognition 
and self-knowledge, not only 

for the artist bat for society as 
well” said Haughey. 

“It is the burnished minor 
in which we recognise' 

ourselves, individually and 

collectively, as men j and 

Women of a particular -Srii- . 

and as a nation at a particular 
stage in its history.” ^ 


Lighting and set designer makes directing debut 
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By Tim Klass 
The Associated Press 

SEATTLE — When Seattle 
Opera general director 
Speight Jenkins decided to 
produce Antonin Dvorak’s 
Rusal ka. be knew whom he 
wanted as lighting and set 
designer: Gunther Schneider - 
Siemssen. 

There was just one hitch. 
“He said, “ I won't come 
unless I am the director,'” 
Jenkins said. 

Saying yes meant giving 
Schneider-Siemssen what is 
normally the work of three 
people in bis U.S. debut as an 
opera stage director. 

For 27 years he was the 
chief lighting and set designer 
for the late Berlin Philharmo- 
nic conductor Herbert Von 
Karajan. His seven produc- 
tion designs for 44 Der Ring 
Des Niebelungen” were the 
most by anyone since 
Richard Wagner completed 

the four-part operatic extra- 

vaganza in ^ 1874. 

Yet his only directing had 

been in the relative obscurity 
of South Africa. 


“It was a gamble ... A total 
shot in the dark with one of 
the most famous people in 
the business . ” Jenkins said. 

The gamble paid off in a 
shimmering joint production 
by the Seattle Opera and 
Houston Grand Opera, 
which is expected to present 
Rusalka in its next season. 
Seattle performances were 
Oct. 27-Nov. 7. 

Unlike the movie based on 
the same Hans Christian 
Andersen fairy tale. The Lit- 
tle Mermaid, the opera ends 
with the death of the prince 
and the confinement of 
Rusalka to the dark marshes 
because she has been tainted 
by contact with humans . 

Slides hand-painted by 
Schneider-Siemssen were 

projected to form the prince’s 
castle, which loomed fore- 
bodingly over a stone bridge 
and moat, and the sky over 
Rusalka 's Fake, lined by trees 
that seem to Biter an ethereal 
moonlight and luminescent 

sunshine. Spotlights shining 

through vteracmT pimotSef aficcCg 

.gave the effect -of rippling 
water. Schneider-Siemssen 


said bis goal was always that 
“when *he curtain opens, you 
don't only h car the music, 
you see the music.” * 

Giving music a visible 
dimension became his life’s 
work at age 14, he said. 

Unable to decide between 
scenery painting and con- 
ducting, be went to Clemens 
Krauss, then general director 
of the State Opera in Vienna. 

“He said. * don ’t become a 
conductor. In the future, we 
need designers who are able 
to interpret music optically. 
Schneider-Siemssen recalled. 

During World War II, he 
studied scenic painting, 
theatre and related subjects 
at Munich. His first set design 
was for a sma/i comedy raiied 
Angelica. For budget reasons 
he borrowed the furniture 
from the parlour of bis pa- 
rents' apartment, which soon 

afterward was bombed in an 
allied raid. 

“I saved that furniture 
from the American bombs . " 

be sai d. “ W hen my parents 
-**vnr to opening night and the 

curtain opened, they were 

shocked to see their living 


room on stage.” 

In his Erst stage contract, 
at the Landes Theatre in 
Salzburg, money shortages in 
war-ravaged Europe led him 
to begin bis pioneering use of 
slides to meld lighting into 
the set. 

1956, working in Bremen, 
Germany, he learned that 
Von Karajan bad admired his 
work on a production of 
Beethoven’s Fidelio. 

■ A year and a half later, 
Schneider-Siemssen arranged 
an introduction to Von Kara- 
jan in Salzburg, but it was 
only in 1962 that their long 
collaboration began. 

That year, after labouring 
over a design proposal for 
Peileas Et Melisande, he 
went to Vienna and found the 
stage bands were on strike , 
leaving too little time for set 
construction. 

“So I said to Karajan. *you 
know, let’s not do all this. 

Let’s do it all with light and 

projections. 


stint as a director was on 
Tristan Und Isolde in Cape 
Town, South Africa, in 1983. 
He later directed The Flying 
Dutchman in 1985 , Die 
ZauberBote in 1985 and Fide- 
lio this year at Cape Town, 
Durban, Pretoria and Bloem- 
fontein. 

“Of course, the ' Fidelio ’ 
and the concept of freedom 
has very much meaning in 
South Africa he said. “ I 
have, in the opera house, no 
apartheid. I have black peo- 
ple and white people in the 
stage crew, lighting and chor- 
us.” 

Today, negotiating for con- 
tracts in Austria and Ger- 
many, he said he probably 
should have begun directing 
15 years ago. 

He spends about seven 

months a year with his wife; 

an .American, and their four 
children in a Vienna home 
where be has his design stu- 
dio — two months at a smn- 

mer home in Salzburg for the 
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“That gave him the time t n ann ual musical festival* — and 
do the show.” Schneider- much of the rest of the -time 

Siemssen said. aT an apartment in Mew 

Schneider-Seimssen's Erst York. 


Prospects for art after German unjffcation 

Nothing will stay the way it was 
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By Amine Haare 
THE HAND of Joseph 
Beuys is unmistakable: “ I 
herewith leave art.” Unmis- 
takable — both the angular 
characters with borrowings 
from the (old) German 
school of band writing and the 
seemingly paradoxical con- 
tent. As you cannot join art, 
you consequently cannot 
leave it. Art is not a club or a 
political party, not a de- 
nomination, not a male or 
female order — and also not 
a publicity agency. Or wee '• 
in the process of becoming a 
mixture of all of these when 
Beuys renounced his mem- 
bership? 

Whatever the case may be, 
the art scene today, in other 
words everything that goes 
with art, seems to be a mix- 
ture of Western ideals. But 
there is no longer anyone 
who wants to leave it. After 
all. there’s — still — money 
and fame to be won. without 
people asking too many ques- 
tions about the (esthetic) 
value. Well, that could all 
change now that artists (East) 
and artists (West) are bump- 
ing into each other, and ques- 
tions about traditions and 
avant-grade, “Post-Modern” 
and “Modem” have to be 
answered anew. 

It is not too previous to 
examine the intellectual and 
material “production condi- 
tions” for pictures (sculp- 
tures. etc) between Rhine 
and Oder. In the West, the 
market — and under its law, 
the bulk of art — is commit- 
ted to the concept of Avant- 
Gardism — a concept which 
has long seemed in need of 
revision. In East Germany 
ideological dependency pre- 
vailed — stamped by totalita- 
rian, political regimes. 

The marks of the wounds 
inflicted on art by spent 


ideologies, by politics or the 
market can be detected in the 
pictures (sculptures etc) in 
both East and West Ger- 
many. One only has to look 
at the “vocabulary of forms” 
of the four best-known artists 
from the former East Ger- 
many, the pictures by Sitte, 
TQbke, Heisig and Matth- 
euer , which were assiduously 
collected — even in the 
Federal Republic — follow- 
ing their debut at the 
“documents” in Kassel in 
1977, their first public 
appearance in the West. 
Even the “ deformations ” — 
as created by Walter Libuda 
or Hubertus Giebe at a later 
stage — received official 
approval. The pictures in-- 
vented by George Baselitz or 
A.R. Penck did not show a 
“perfect world”, even after 
their flight to the West. 
Nonetheless, they, too, ex- 
perienced (sales) success. 

All forms of human living 
together leaves traces in art; 
and, as an inevitable con- 
sequence of civilisation, 
traces of politics. Unless, of 
course, one subscribes to the 
theory that art originates on a 
neutral plane, in a vacuum, 
as it were. But even the most 
ardent champion of “Part 
pour Part ” would not claim 
this. 

Although art is invented' 
and created by individuals — 
but within politically struc- 
tured forms of communal life 
— it is nevertheless a con- 
stant product of our environ- 
ment. too. As far as develop- 
ments in art in East and West 
are concerned, this environ- 
ment was fractured right 
from the start after the end of 
World War H in 1945. In line 
with the divided system of 
thought on the part of the 
(former East Germany) and 
the Federal Republic, art 


likewise followed two com- 
pletely different models. 

For the developments this 
ride and the other ride of a de 
facto demarcation between a 
totalitarian. Socialist system 
and a democratically consti- 
tuted market economy order, 
it was not of sole importance 
whether the state imposed 
regulations — what — ever 
form they took — on art,or 
whether it did not do so. It 
was not of sole importance 
how supply and demand was 
to be regulated: via a state art 
trade of via private distribu- 
tors. What was of crucial 
importance was the attitude 
to the German past when 
making a fresh start. 

Because of public state- 
ments. the Socialist part of 
Germany felt innocent of 
National Socialist atrocities. 
In West Germany, on the 
other hand, there were dis- 
cussions on collective guilt 
and war reparations. The 
consequence for art in East 
Germany was that — almost 
without a break — it was 
taken over once more by a 
totalitarian state — just after 
ha ving survived another. 
Thus East German art be- 
came more and more the 
illustration of an ideology. 
The Socialist realism of the 
workers’ and farmers' state 
simply showed the (optimis- 
tic) face of the “ new human 
being ” as Walter Ulbricht 
wished in 1952. 

The consequence for West 
German art was that it 
wanted to start from scratch 
at all costs — including those 
of its own identity, if neces- 
sary. Artists in the Federal 
Republic oriented themselves 
in increasing measure to- 
wards art in France, in the 
USA, towards international 
“Western art”. In the Federal 


Republic, human beings were 
not new; it was art that was to 
be new. What is more, it was 
to be abstract, not realistic. 
The models for the West 
were Kandinsky and Klee; 
the “neutral” models for the 
East were Picasso and Ccger. 
By 1959, at the latest, ab- 
stract art was declared a 
world language by Werner 
Haftmann at the second 
“ documents ” in Kassel The 
Gist West German formula- 
tion was (informal), and was 
soon put to the test after the 
war: by K.O. G&tz, Bernard 
Schultze , Gerhard Hoehmc, 
K.H. Sonderborg, Fred 
Thieler , Peter Pruning, 
Carl Bucbbeister , Ernst 
Wilhelm Nay and Hann 
Trier. 

Whereas the history of 
post-war art in the Federal 
Republic , following new 
artistic ideas in ever faster 
developments, and then by 
leaps and bounds, can be 
related breathlessly, art in 
the former East Germany 
appears to be oniy stagnating 
— ever since the “Formalism 
Debate” was set in motion in 
1951. During its course, all 
art was damned which asked 
questions about form. Con- 
tent was called for. And in 
1953, at the “Third German 
Art Exhibition " in Dresden, 
the “ State Commission for 
Art Affairs” declared war on 
Formalism — “until the last 
bourgeois views and habits, 
so detrimental to art, have 
vanished from the heads of 
the artists. ” A nationally 
moulded art was to be found. 

On the other ride of the 
intra-German border ; West 
German artists and agents' 
were endeavouring to latch 
onto American develop- 
ments: with “conceptual ” 
ideas, with “minimalist” form 
redaction, with happenings. 


performance and the new 
media to support new artistic 
expression. 

If one draws up a rough — 
and now joint — balance 
sheet, astonishing though the 
assumption may be, it could 
well be that “les extremes se 
touebent, ” to quote a familiar 
saying, sometime soon, even 
though art developments in 
divided Germany appear to 
be opposed. After years of 
.kowtowing to ideology and 
the continual resignation of 
rebellious forces (from 
Gerhard Richter, Sigmar 
Polke, Gotthard Graubner to 
George Baselitz and A.R. 
Penck), art has been subdued 
almost to death and become 
completely disaccustomed to 
offering resistance. 

Art in West Germany lost 
its faith in the power of resist- 
ance in increasing measure, 
the more all forms of rcsist- 
.ance were worn down estheti- 
cally and commercially. The 
avant-garde in West Ger- 
many looks backwards. The 
avant-garde in East Germany 
has long been abolished. 
Maybe art and art theory in 
Germany can turn these joint 
losses into a point of depar- 
ture for changes — changes 
which will make art the cen- 
tral point once more, and not 
political ideology or (econo- 
mic) strategy. Changes which 
have a liberating effect — 
from (state) assignments and 
esthetic constraints, which 
only accept the latest order, 
the latest trend-setting. Hie 
individual, the artist must 
now act on his own responsi- 
bility. For East German 
artists, the step into this — 
possibly onerous — personal 
independence has been 
taken. West German artists 
should reOect on the possibi- 
lities of independence — par- 
ticularly from preconceived 



Wolfgang Matthaaer*s 


ideas. 

Resistance is the order of 
the day. not “as harmonious 
a transitional phase as posri - 
as wished by Herbert 


Scbirmer. ex-minister for 
cultural affairs in the former 
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Germany, in April 1990. 
Nenher must an become a 
state objective. When all is 
said and done, harmony in 
cannot be a state aim. 
After all, art can quickly run 
** nsk of doing away dial 


1984-85 (Bronx*} 

If ‘ either by complying 
with an order or becoming a 
conforming product. The 
*=a*>n is immaterial. Unis 
tee question remains, open: 
How will common history 
P r oceed? — . jjq Press. 
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The New Year’s resolution 
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fly Mmha Addasf 

LAST New Year's £ve your resolution was to lose weight. 
And throughout the year you kept saying , TU start-dieting 
tomorrow, ” am/ of coarse “tomorrow” never came so you 
didn’t lose that extra wheel around your waist. 

This time yon are determined that this is the year to 
attain your goal. But to be successful here are a few hints to 
follow, and I speak from experience: 

First of all never, and I mean never, tell anyone, that you 
are on a (Set, because invariably here is what will happen: 

* No thank yon, n you say when they offer you a chunk of 
.chocolate cake. Tm on a diet" 

“A diet,” they say. “Yon don't need a diet, you look just 
fine. ” 

If those friends think that yes you are a little on the heavy 
side, they'd say, “oh, but you're so proportional 

So are dolphins and whales , remember. If someone tells 
you, yon are proportional you should immediately embark 
on a diet. 

Then, if those friends feel that you are determined aboat 
losing weight they start bombarding you with their advise 
about dieting. 

“ Drink eight glasses of water daily,” they’d say. 

The very next day, because you are very enthusiastic 
about the diet you drink all eight glasses of water in one go, 
and spend the rest of the day in the restroom. 

Now your family worries, “you're always in the res- 
troom,” they comment accusingly. 

Usually you would explain that you are on a diet and you 
drank too many liquids. But this year, that’s dieting hint 
number two, you are not going to tell your family, you’re 
dieting. Just tell them you want to watch what you’re 
eating. 

Why you shouldn’t tell your family? 

Because families have a phobia for the word diet. They 
think that if you are on a diet you will add bran to anything 
you co&k and that you won't make desserts so that you are 
not tempted by them. Worst of all family members, once 
they know about the diet never leave you alone. So you 
could eat one bite of something and they would whine, “we 
thought you were on a diet.” 

“It's an olive for God’s sake, " you map back . ' 

That’s when they say, “Uh, oh she's in a bad mood she 
must be very hungry, hungry people are always short 
tempered.” 

That’s when you feel your patience has been tried 
enough, and you are ready to give up.islt worth it to get 
that hour-glass figure you used to have once upon a time?” 

Thoughts like “to be plump is to be healthy, ” cross your 
mind. Many people made it to the top being heavy. Who’s 
Laurel without Hardy, or Abbot without Castello? Would 
there ever be Sumo wrestling if there aren’t any * plump ” 
men? What makes a snowman look original, or lets us 
laugh at Roscanne Barr’s jokes? 

That’s hint number three, by the way. Don’t let any 
discouraging thoughts take you off your diet. 

Hint tour is to eat lots of roughage before the main 
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course, containing boiled vegetables and meat. That, 
however, does not mean that you crunch your way through 
an entire salad bowl drenched with dressing, eight carrots, 
five celery stems and eat an entire boiled chicken and 
actually believe that you are going to lose weight just 
because your main meal was cooked by boiling. 

Hint five is excercise early in the morning. Reaching out 
to turn your alarm clock off and pulling the covers over 
your head early in the morning does not count as excercise. 

If by the fourth day after the beginning of the New Year 
you are still following your diet, chances are, you will lose 
the weight. But make sure that “friend” of yours does not 
tempt yon with a slice of cheese cake by telling you, “come 
on dear, we only live once. Eat, drink and be merry, and 
tomorrow you may diet. n 

Tell that Mend that thin is in, then grin and tell her that 
of course she does not need to worry about losing because 
she is sooo proportional! 


Weekend Crossword 






FISH STORIES 
By Henry SabEfeamUer 

ACROSS 
1 Do sums 
a Moon vs4ay 
9 Shaping not 
14 Recipe won] 

18 Golf gadget 

19 Revokes a 
legacy 

21 Assumed name 

22 — En-lal 

23 Not a Brando 
film 

26 Funny Johnson 

27 Writer Jong 

28 Surpass 

29 Pindar product 

30 Approach 

31 Boastful walk 

32 Some desserts 
35 Join 

37 Not a film about 
Anne Sullivan 


DOWN 

1 Optimally 

2 Scarcity 

3 Yearn mg 

4 Drumming sound 

5 Ms Lupino 
8 Comic Jay 

7 Pea 

8 Ham 

9 Track circuit 
ID Pie — mode 

11 Novice: var. 

12 Hong, mercenary 

13 Ascetics of old 

14 Meager 

15 Mael for Brecht? 

16 Jot 

17 Repentant one 
20 Move like a crab 

24 Pond cover 

25 Aristocratic 

33 Cobbler's tools 

34 Firm 


41 FootKke part 

44 Wine cask 

45 She: Fr. 

46 Like some 
partners 

48 AZ Indian 
52 Union chapter 
56 Window beam 

58 Koufaxor 
Duncan 

59 Mubarak's land 
01 Breakfast meat 
63 Fabric worker 
65 KY fort 

86 Small drum 
68 Aqw 

70 Lovable dwarf 

72 Hit sign 

73 Not a Kevin 
Costner film 

77 Peculiar 


36 Rainbow 

38 — de-sac 

39 Door handle 

40 Depend (on) 

42 Within: prof. 

43 Hades river 

47 Baikal or Chad 

48 Favorites 

48 Operatic prince 

50 TV straw for 
small fry? 

51 Fitting 

53 Sandburg or 
Sagan 

54 Served a Winner 

55 Trade ma rks 

57 Mother of Casf or 
60 Been curd 
62 Swell 
84 Froue 
67 GM 

60 Concerning 


80 Confidence 
82 Seemingly 
In different 
63 Coddle 
85 Reverberate 
B7 Desist 
00 Desert plant 
82 Musical syllables 
93 Intestine pan 
05 Emanation 
97 Wee 

09 Artie or Robert 
100 Peruse again 
102 Connecting 
wont: abbr. 

104 Western 
hemisphere 

„*stcy- 

106 Newt 

107 Not a Aim about 
JaneFrcman 


71 Junior's exam 

74 Sundance Kkfs 
girt 

75 Cereal for 
weddings 

76 — homo 

78 Oscar — Renta 

79 Sketch 

61 Debauchee 

84 Mlnfvar" 

85 Shamrock isle 

86 Bass or treble 

88 Painful 
expression 

89 Kind of tourney 

91 Presently 

94 Bryn — . PA 

96 Jug handle 

98 Tuber 
101 — hands 
(housewife's 
problem) 


116 Palomino 
116 Stone workers 

119 Consumer 
advocate Ralph 

120 City on the 
Dnieper 

122 Otto's realm: 
abbr. 

124 Afr. antelope 

126 Late singer Jim 

127 Brink 

128 Future TV 
dinner? 

132 Anjou or bosc 

133 Digression 

134 Err 

135 Ecoi. org. 

136 Acerb 

137 Motiier-of-peari 

138 Put on a play 

139 l8r. neighbor 


103 Former Nazi 
Mange le 

105 Word shortening 

106 Brewer of song 
109 Certain court 

? leas (or short 
roe growths 
ill N’est-ce pas? 
112 Vocalist Vlkkl 
113 Dotes on 
114 Duplicate anew 
115 Antebellum 
117 Patent 
120 Retained 
121 Brainstorm 
123 Musical Clapton 
12S Medicine for 
Parkinson's 
disease 

129 Navy man: abbr. 
130 Haw" 

131 Large cup 
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Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Grand old marathon runner was content to cheer loudly ns beaming 
winner weal by. 

2. Impresario assent Mesa Tew Thespians to form new theater ensemble. 

3. Bo-Peep says, “I'll bring back those straying sheep by hook or 
crook!'* 

4. Student couldn't stand ivory lower's ivy-dad walls. 


21x19. Mr Jtaw* Bsirkk 


ACROSS 
1 Shoestrings 
6 Talk back to 

10 Redolence 

11 Dancer's skirt 

12 Boston player 

13 Dishcloth 

16 Clapton the 
guitarist 

17 Fitting 

18 Put on the 


19 Painter Chagall 


20 Look at 

21 Thesis 

22 FmQranoe 
25 Symbols of 


26 


Ion: abbr. 


DOWN 

1 Chemist's 
domain 

2 Finery 

3 Car for two 

4 Discharge 

6 — Jose 

6 Plant part 

7 Distinctive 
atmosphere 

8 Word m a redpe 

9 Com and Uma 
beans mixed 


27 — 01 Troy 

28 Marine punt 

29 Batman's 
aUakkdc 

30 Getz or Kenton 

31 Musical work 


13 Mature 

14 War god 

15 Part of Eur. 

18 Safe place 

20 Business trip 

21 Buff 

23 Alluvia] deposit 
of a river 

24 Church 
li at nim ant 

25 First 
27 Amerir 


32 Treats with kid 
gloves 

40 Qualified 

41 Chester — 
Arthur 

42 Tolerated 

43 Savoir fake 

44 Exhausted 

45 The States abbr. 

46 Loud 

47 ibsen character 

48 Flat cap 


29 Participated in a 
regatta 

33 Most recent . 

34 Heavy wood 

35 Opening for 
coins 

SB Play — mouse 
(torment) 

37 TX mission 

38 The tortoise or 
the hare 

39 Raptured 


49 Closed nowar 
51 Aerie 

55 Cup handles 

56 Toper 

57 Brag 
56 Thirsty 

59 Creme ds la 
creme 

61 Saint — 's tire 

62 Closensted one 

63 Poor grades 

64 Back of a boat 


42 Agents 
44 Regretful 
46 Close at hand 
46 Place of rest 

49 ID City 

50 Say 

52 Writer Gardner 
53A few 
54 Playing cards 
56 Narrow opening 

59 Print measures 

60 Piscivorous bird 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. OCTIMARLF, A W X C MAPC FDCHM AH 

YRBECW DCHLBQ PIQ GC X A Y C* F PRFM 
OIXL1GXC CTDCBACHEC- —By Gordon Miner 

2. SO LIND LCL DCYIRL MY EAR BRNQPTR TCE 
BARY ERRY G P Y* G IIFQI SCVL GAPPI EAR 
APOGR HUPT MEG HPOYLCEMP V. — By Lois H. Jones 

3. NOGOOD RAINS CAP TO ELBE OCAIBE PA- 

EANS TLB UNAASDi EFGO PAA UOR 
DFCSTFBD. — By Norton Rhoades 

4.SPS OD PROP UVOSIC MISSIV SP ROC WID 
WZMODOPUZ. —By Ed Haddlesoa 



SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 



Fading empire 


By E. Ynghi 

The great red plane divided the fog. Its engines slagged and 
it dropped in altitude. Finally, veiled in a mission of 
secrecy, it landed at JFK. Its coloured lights blinked on and 
off as it slowly turned a snowy corner and pulled to a stop. 
A short distance away, the New York skyline glittered with 
winking yellow lights. The December night air smelled 
crisp and icy winds nipped benumbed intruders. 

A group of Secret Service men wearing heavy top coats, 
up-turned collars and pulled down hats , surrounded the 
plane , their hands in their pockets as though secret 
weapons were secluded there. The thick plane door slid 
open and out bundled a short chubby man with a 
mysterious ink spot stamped on bis otherwise polished 
forehead. He stumbled clumsily down the plane's steps , 
was enveloped by the Secret Service men and then 
disappeared in a black limousine. Before leaving, the little 
man saw one of the crewmen at JFK scratch his head in 
wonder and say , “ Could it be? Now , must be the cold 
weather. ” • -• 

A while later, under a cloak of suspense, said little man 
burst into the office of a very prominent psychiatrist 
employed by the CIA who worked under the code name of 
Ann Landers. “Ah, there you are Gorbie! Take off your 
coat. Just relax and tell me when all your problems began. " 
She almost gasped at his glaring inkblot but controlled 
herself, after all, she was there to advise , not criticise 

Frost bitten and scarlet faced, the man called Gorbie 
removed his homemade overcoat. He sank back on a soft 
green velvet chair and began: “It all started a few months 
ago when my country went bankrupt. My perestroika is a 
failure , Eduard resigned and as if that's not enough, some 
of those powerful Russian housewives came at me and hit 
me on the bead with umbrellas because they claimed they 
didn’t have enough food or even enough money to buy 
bread. I told them to cool it. Not get excited. Why, there’s 
always biscuits. Buy biscuits! What’s the sweat?” He 
looked up at the dry wry face of his famous counselor who 
solved every American problem. He continued, “ I was 
then mobbed by these mad women , so I told them, hey, if 
you’re that hungry, go to Israel, Iraq or even Sudan! So, 
many of them did. A lot went to Israel under the disguise of 
Jews and they never heard of people called Palestinians or 
the uprising called intifada! Boy, are they in for a surprise !” 

“Well, well, ” Ann said, her kind eyes scorching him, “ 1 
see youte in quite a predicament. However, I think with a 
series of brainwashing and soul bleaching, we ’ll make you 
just as evil as we are. In fact, you show remarkable foul 
play just sneaking here in the first place. For a take-home 
prescription I suggest you join Defeated Anonymous. 
There you will find solace in other members who have 
suffered similar fates. I'm sure you ’ll enjoy the company of 
Maggie , Richard, Ron, your good Mend and partner in 
crime , Eduard, and a host of others. Now , it's way past 
your bedtime. Besides, Shamir will be arriving soon. We've 
got a heavy date and I don’t want to be late. After all, we 
have so much in common, why, we’re both evil , hate all 
non-Jews and believe in the expulsion of all Palestinians 
from Pa/estuie as well as the complete annihilation of Iraq. 
However, there’s pne difference in our relationship, I make 
' alTthe^dedsions, because I’m Aim Landers, queen of all 
problem solvers, even though I’ve been divorced twenty 
times myself. I’m much better than my addle brained sister 
who uses the code name of Dear Abby. Shamir, on the 
other hand, is here today, gone tomorrow. ” 

“Ob, please, don ’ t say those words! I may be gone before 
tomorrow. Perhaps even today. Look at what happened to 
Eduard!” be said. Then, in total desperation, he pleaded 


with big sorrowful eyes: “Please, you've got to help me. I 
promise I’ll be good and let as many Jews go to Israel as 
you , Henry Kissinger, Sh amir and Georgie want. Stuff 
them all there for all I care!” 

““Humph! I don’t believe you. Are you sure of what 
you're saying,” she said looking doubtfully at him. “How 
about your relationship with Iraq?” 

“ It's all over. We'U have nothing to do with them. 
Whatever America wants and good old Gabbie too, we 
want. But please, give us food! Those Russian women are 
vicious when they’re hungry. It’s not safe for me to go our 
anymore!” 

“Very well. I see you don’t need as much brain washing 
and soul bleaching as I thought. Why, you're nearly as 
malevolent as I,” Ann said with a nefarious gleam in her 
eye. 

Pleased and flattered to be considered equally evil, 
Gorbie sat forward in his chair with apparent confidence. 
“Oh, thank you! The ‘cold war* is over at last! We’U get all 
the food we need and while we’re satisfying our starring 
masses, we’U turn a blind eye towards the Middle East. 
America is free todo whatever it wants. We'U just nod our 
beads in adoring approval.” He looked at Ann’s face that 
seemed to have been lifted at least ten times and noticed a 
touch of skin peeked out from under a slightly slouching 
wig. 

She cracked a narrow smile showing a perfect set of 
pearly fangs and said , “I'm so happy, Gorbie! Pm going to 
■call my best friend. Dr. Ruth and teU her the good news! 
And after my heavy date with the shrimp, I just might drop 
by Henry's for a nightcap. I do admire his froggy voice that 
croaks with inanity . Would you like a hot toddy?” 

Gorbie bobbed his bead in anxious acceptance and said: 
“You know, we used to take whatever side was opposite 
American policy just to be contrary. But now that Russia’s 
falling apart and perestroika a rotten egg, we'U agree with 
everything you want us to. ” 

Under a cloud of her witch's potion, Ann spiked and 
drugged his hot toddy and poured it into a sparkling 
foaming crystal goblet and landed it to Gorbie. Forgetting 
his manners, he thirstily gulped it down and then emitted a 
loud burp. His scarlet face turned purple , his eyes grew 
wider, his inkblot bigger, his tie tighter and then be passed 
out. 

. Ann called her assistant , young Dan Quayle, (the one 
with the rich father who got him out of serving in the Viet 
Nam War when Dan was in the National Guard) to come 
and haul the drugged patient. “Mission accomplished and 
they said* it was Mission Impossible! I thin k we’ve got the 
old boy wrapped around our fingers. He's just where we 
want him. Get him out of here, Dan and call your boss, 
“the Wimp,” and tell him I took care of everything as 
usual. Who’s on my list of patients for tomorrow ?” 

Dan flipped the calendar with surprising dexterity to the 
next page. “Well here, Ann, you’ve got Margaret Tutwiler, 
something concerning a hang up over being called the 
ruthless Voice of America. Next comes the Iron Lady. She 
needs some more lessons on how to go down in flaming 
shame. Then there’s Georgie. Barbara and Millie are 
getting the upper hand again and Neil’s an embezzler. And 
of course, our newest patient. Eduard Shevardnadze. 
When your sessions are over you ’re scheduled to watch that 
moving story, ’The Diary Of Anne Frank * which has been 
re-run 1,000 times. 

A fear came to her sinister little eye and she said, “oh, 
sad movies always make me cry! When will my people finally 
own and rule all the world? Did you know, Dan my boy, 
avarice is the only passion that never ages? Stick with me 
kid and we’ll make you our nasty little puppet just like 
Georgie !” 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


Saturday, Jan . 5 

&30 Good Morning Miss Bliss 

Zak wants to become a 
member of a fraternity dub 
but first be has to give up his 
old friends ... and that he 
does so well. 

9:00 Encounter 

10:00 News in En glish 

10:20 Feature FBm 

He’s Not Your Son 

Starring: Donna Mills and 
Ken Howard 

Two newly born babies 
were erroneous// exchanged 
at the hospital and when a 
year later the hospital tried to 
undo this mistake many emo- 
tional problems arose. 

Sunday, Jan . 6 

8^30 Mother And Son 

Arthur has had enough 
with his old mother around 
the house so he gets rid of her 


and tries to bring back his 
ex-wife... but this doesn’t 
•work. 

9:10 Sweat of the Sun-Tears 
of die Moon 

Tyrants will rise from the 
tomb 

Why is dictatorship so per- 
sistent in Latin American 
countries? Someone under- 
takes a long journey to try 
and understand this. 

10:00 News in English 

10&0 Paradise 

The Promise 

Ethan and the kids must 
get back to town before 
Christmas, but the trip, 
proves to be too difficult. 

Monday, Jan. 7 

8:30 Golden Girls 

Our heroines wanf to fix 
the ceiling of the house and 
they came up with a crazy 
plan to do the job cheaply 
and efficiently. 


9:10 The Keepers 

Probation 

Rick, the forestry officer, 
had to be transferred to 
another forest to prove his 
competence for the task and 
that’s exactly what be does. 

10:00 News in English 

10&0 Derrick 

When an armed robber 
flees away in a cab . little does 
he know that the driver 
turned out to be someone be 
knew very well. 

Tuesday, Jan . 8 

8:30 Charles In Charge 
9:10 Life Revolution 
10:00 News in English 

10:20 Colombo 

Double Shock 

The old rich unde is about 
to marry a young woman. His 
nephews do not take kindly 
to this and start plotting a 


murder. Columbo, with his 
usual wit, finds the truth ab- 
out it. 

Wednesday, Jan . 9 

8:30 After Henry 

Security 

A thief raids the house 
which everyone is away and 
after the event the problem 
of security becomes a big 
issue around the bouse. 

9:10 Our House 
The Money Machine 

David goes into business 
with his grandfather and from 
this, David learns a new les- 
son... that fear must not pre- 
vent people from daiming 
and defending their rights. 

10.*00 News in English 

10t2Q Not A Penny More, Not 
A Penny Less 

Harvy's victims dedde to 
get even with him and re- 
trieve the money he swindled 
from them. The Painter and 
the doctor each has a plan. 


B.C. 
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psychiatry for 
sports stress 




By Ira Dreyfnss 
The Associated Press 

' WASHINGTON — It’s 

* tough being a Major League 
1 Baseball player, wkat with 
. the huge paychecks, fans who 
> idolise you , and a job that 
i lets you do what you Ve loved 
'■* 'since you were a kid. 

You don't think that's 
tough? 

r Then talk with Dr. Hem- 
i 1 don P. Harding Jr., psychiat- 
rist to the Los Angeles Dod- 

* gers. 

u The degree of the press- 
1 , ure they experience is much ‘ 
more heightened than for 
r ~rhpst people ;■* said Harding 
L the Dodger Organisation’s 
. Srst psychiatrist. 

riot that being a dodger is 
j harmful to your mental 
' health. Harding figures that if 
: you can make it to the pros, 

■ you've probably learned to 
handle stress fairiy well. But 
its way be sees it, counseling 

’ can make you even better. 

[ For instance, he said, a 
t pitcher may concentrate on 
i “i gotta throw this fastball” 
instead of "“I'm gonna bum 

■ this thing down the middle.” 

The "gotta" is a negative 
‘thought that shows fear of 
-failure — and, if you concen- 
trate on failure, you'll find it, 
'Harding said. On the other 
hand, he said, the "gonna" 
•F^s-anes you'll like doing it 
■arid encourages success. 

■ Fie znd other experts say, 
hi 1 -- ever, that their focus is 
ou m ore than improving con- 
centration. They say relieving 
long-term problems from on 
and off the field can free an 
athlete to play his best. 

“ My role has been a pre- 
ventative one , to see no ta- 


tent's lost for psychological 
reasons. " said Bruce C. OgU- 
vie, a professor emeritus at 
San Jose State University in 
California and a longtime 
sports psychologist. 

There are plenty of 
chances for talent to be lost 
Those huge paychecks, for 
instance, can come with a 
mental-health deduction , 
said Dr. Richard G. Rappa- 
port, a sports psychiatrist in 
suburban San Diego. 

" Who’s got the biggest in- 
come becomes the way they 
compete,” Rappaport said. 

And, the experts say, com- 
peting is what athletes may do 
too much of, against their 
own goals or each other. 
Non-pros also znay carry their 
own excess pressures, driving 
themselves constantly and 
never forgiving failure, but 
the pros do it in the public 
eye, Rappaport said. 

“The requirements are so 
total and absolute,” said 
Ogjhrie. 

“Yon really are denied a 
private existence, not permit- 
ted to have failures as a 
human being.” 

A player who's losing play- 
ing tim e Gnds himself facing 
“one of the most traumatic 
realities he has to confront.” 
OgUvie added. Without help, 
the athlete might turn to sub- 
stance abuse, be said. 

And if a player succeeds, 
he can get the big head. 
"Who's ever prepared for 
that sudden rush of exalta- 
tion?” Ogihie asked. 

It's no wonder that a lot of 
elite athletes seem to love 
themselves a lot , Harding 
said. They've been told how 
good they are since they were 
kids. 


Fsyclio athletes and 
ate human heart 


By Peter Bora 

A cross-section of West Ger- 
mans aged between 18 and 65 
were Srst asked bow they 
a^essed themselves psycho- 
iqgicaUy in 1975. 
t-32ie survey was known as 
the Giessen Test, having 
seen undertaken by Giessen 
University psychosomatic 
medicine centre. 
c The centre’s director, 
tforst-Ebeihard Richter, has 
oztiised the findings of the 
latest Giessen survey in the 
a diversity magazine Spiegel 
dgr Forschung. 

-Since 1975, Professor Rkb- 
teessys, four striking changes 
saw s taken place in bow West 
Gennacs think and behave. 
’~They are more egocentric 
fgd keener to bold their own 
nl competition with others, 
they have less social feeling 
vith others and tend to rep- 
l&s their own inner prob- 
<ssns. 

average trend is thus. 
3' a nutshell toward an 
igqcentric, all-elbows men- 
atiiy combined with less so- 
ldi sensitivity and intro- 
Siied thoughtfulness,” he 
ays. 

As a psychoanalyst be goes 
n to describe the trend as 
■jfiows: 

'The impression one gains 
; that a kind of mindbuilding 
> as widespread these days as 
cdybmltSng, its aim being to 
ipdel oneself on a psycho-’ 
fhlete whose fitness and 
ower are impervious to 
rain and stress of any kind. ” 
Medicine is expected to 
fovide assistance in suppres- 
ag anything that might pre- 
dice this objective, help de- 
nted in terms of hope by 
ground Freud in 1919. “ Our 
'olbgy, ” Freud wrote , “has 
:£ yet been able to deckle 
Aether death is essential 
isstiny of every living being 
• jest a regular, but maybe 
p avoidable coincidence in 
s course of life.” 

The worst aspect of the 
rpont trend. Professor 
chter writes, is the loss of 
y ability to suffer. Yet this 
•Jr of suffering is precisely 
sat many groups strive for 


ami “train. ” 

Another modem trend is 
“to shield oneself off more 
and more effectively from 
depressing external and inter- 
nal perceptions. This defence 
from suffering is nourished 
by deep-seated anxiety. 

“Weakness and impotence 
threaten as a sense of being 
helplessly lost in a world 
where none but those who 
bold their own and keep pace 
with the rest count for any- 
thing. 

"A great deal of misery 
and unhappiness is concealed 
in order to appear fit, strong, 
fresh and youthful in the face 
of competition. This decline 
in the ability to suffer is 
accompanied by a decline in 
ability to suffer — and sym- 
pathise — with others.” 

Yet sympathy. Professor 
Richter feels, is the basic 
precept of ethics and, to 
quote Schopenhauer, “the 
true moral wellspring of man- 
kind.” 

Hie ban die; >ped, the 
chronically HI and the aged 
and infirm are particularly 
prone to be at the receiving 
end of the trend toward rep- 
ressing inner scruples, social 
sentiment and sympathy. 

They and members of the 
helping professions find 
themselves on the darker side 
of Hfe. As Professor Richter 
pots it : 

“hr a system where one 
feels forced by competition to 
go from strength to strength, 
to constantly expand and suc- 
ceed, the weak, the per- 
manently feeble and- social 
failure are seen as nothing 
but social drawbacks. 

“They threaten the basic 
outlook of a society inexor- 
ably opposed to any idea of 
accepting suffering as a crea- 
ture necessity.” 

It is hardly surprising, he 
adds, that the tread is making 
its presence felt in psyebo- 
somatics, a sector where 
ready use is made of chemis- 
try and technology . 

Quoting Einstein, be says: 
“The human heart, not the 
atomic bomb , is the prob- 
lem” — Frankfurter Neue 
Presse. 
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Norway hopes to he smoke- free in lO years 
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By Johan Rapp 

The Associated Press 

OSLO , Norway — Norway, 
which already has the world's 
most expensive cigarettes, is 
trying to stop smoking every- 
where indoors and wipe out 
the habit in a decade. 

Even a smoker's home may 
not be his castle for long. 
Schools and day-care centres 
tell children about the dan- 
gers of passive smoking and 
encourage them to tell their 
parents to quil or smoke out- 
side. 

Norwegians with tohacco 
habits are responding by roll- 
ing their own cigarettes, us- 
ing butts over again, taking 
snuff and smoking on balco- 
nies. 

Tore Sanner, a professor at 
the Oslo Cancer Institute and 
head of the smoke-free cam- 
paign, granted that the num- 


ber of smokers has remained 
constant for 10 years despite 
increasingly aggressive mea- 
sures. 

About 1.2 million Norwe- 
gians smoke, or 37 per cent of 
the population, but fewer 
young people are starting. 
Tobacco consumption has 
dropped only marginally , to 
6,700 tonnes a year from 
6,800 in 1980. 

Sanner, in no mood to give 
up, declared : “ You saw what 
happened to the Berlin Wall. 
Nobody thought it would 
fall ” 

Tobacco advertising has 
been prohibited since 1975. 
Smoking is forbidden in all 
public transportation , in ter- 
minals, museums and other 
indoor public places. 

A 2-year-old law bans 
smoking in any office where 
there is more than one 
person. 


Because 85 per cent of the 
price is taxes and foes, a pack 
of 20 cigarettes costs 31 kron- 
er, or $5. 10. The government 
proposes to raise the price by 
another 10 per cent next 
year. 

Some Norwegians are as 
stubborn .about smoking as 
Sanner is about getting them 
to quit. 

On a snowy day in down- 
town Oslo, Bjoeme Ulvaes, 
28, took a last deep drag 
before his streetcar arrived. 
He put the cigarette out and 
slid it back into the pack, his 
fingers shaking with cold, be- 
fore getting aboard. . 

"You do cut down , ” 
Ulvaes said, but added be did 
not intend to quit. 

Many people doubt they 
wHl see a smoke-free society 
in Norway. Taxes of 250 per 
cent and numerous restric- 
tions did not stop people 


from drinking alcohol, but 
did lead to widespread boot- 
legging and home distilling. 

Customers at the Manhat- 
tan Pub laughed, shook their 
beads at the idea and con- 
tinued smoking. A sales- 
woman in a tobacco store 
said trying to end smoking in 
10 years was “ridiculous and 
out of touch with reality. ” 

Nonetheless, new restric- 
tions are planned. In two 
years, restaurants will be re- 
quired to keep one-third of 
their space smoke-free. Plans 
are being made to raise the 
age limit for buying tobacco 
from 16 to 18. 

High-tar brands probably 
will be banned and cigarette 
prices will continue going up. 

Sanner said bis campaign 
alliance, which includes the 
Norwegian Sports Associa- 
tion, is lobbying to have the 
price raised 20 per cent each 


year. 

Anne-Marie Mueller of the 
government's National 
Council on Tobacco Unhealth 
said new regulations are 
needed to stem the increase 
in hand-rolling and the use of 
snuff. 

Scandinavians squeeze 
snuff into a small ball and put 
it between the gum and inner 
side of the lip. More people 
use it as smoking becomes 
more expensive and res- 
tricted. 

Ms. Mueller said her coun- 
cil wants prices of aQ tobacco 
products raised because 
“price is our most important 
weapon ." 

Smokers have begun orga- 
nising against what they call 
the “ban mentality.” 

“It is a matter of freedom 
of choice,” said Thor Fetter 
Krosby, a non-smoker who 
beads the 2-year-old smok- 


er s' organisation 
Smokepeace. 

“There is an air of fanatic- 
ism” about anti-smoking 
activists, he said in remarks 
about proposals to ban smok- 
ing entirely at Oslo Universi- 
ty, indoors or oat. 

Krosby said Smokepeace 
does not encourage people to 
smoke, but that most of its 
300 members are smokers. 

Anti-smokers are trying to 
soften their image with the 
help ofNRK, the state-con- 
trolled television network. It 
carries no product commer- 
cials, but does broadcast anti- 
smoking advertisements. 

Some recent ads have a 
touch of humour. In one, 
Dracula sinks bis teeth into 
tiie throat of a young chain 
smoker, then staggers away 
coughing, smoke pouring 
from his mouth. 







Biomagnetism as an aid to diagnosis 
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versify of Erlangen has begun | 

using a new technical de- • • flfiP 

velopment which makes use 

of biomagnetism. It enables J -A 

diagnostic data, which pre- - .V I 

viously bad been unattain- r : ~ 

able, relating to functional ' — ^^ B^ 1!bBbK' I 'T% 

disturbances of vital organs IJSL . | > 
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of the unit known as “Kreni- ■ 1 ^ 
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37 measuring points on a - - 

circular area — 20 cm in 

diameter — the tiny magnetic 'jKoiSM 

fields in tbe human body, ' 

which are formed as a result ' 

of electrical stimulation — 

for instance, in the heart or ■ ^ . 

brain. The exact position of Mi >JHL 
tbe electric activities is then H . 

calcu lat ed from the magnetic jgfl| k t EP 

field distribution. This means fjj ^ i J 

that fully new diagnostic pos- )J§ M?- M 

sibDities result in tbe case of 8 

functional disturbances, say 

in the case of epilepsy or 

cardiac inflammation, 

according to tbe German ^ ‘ " 

manufacturer. At tbe Uni - ^ 

versify of Erlangen, further * . 

applications in various fields mow izuyiiAitt unit, cwvwopMAttM Ihtlwrsny of c/tunjen, wok 

wHl be tried out — IN-Press. flacffltatas now appl ications. 


Breast implant 
controls urged 




Ifa hmrrty ofgrt angiin, which 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Scientists and patients have 
told congress of an array of 
health problems associated 
with breast implants, and 
urged it to enacf legal re- 
quirements for safety testing 
and risk disclosure. 

“We were misled, ill-in- 
formed and even sometimes 
misinformed by people we 
should have been able to 
trust, ” said Sybil Niden Gol- 
drich of Beverly Hills, Cali- 
fornia, who suffered severe 
complications from breast 
implants after a mastectomy. 

“What we needed , what is 
still needed, is more informa- 
tion,” she told the House 
Government Operations 
Subcommittee on Human 
Resources. 

Norman Anderson, an 
associate professor of medi- 
cine and surgery at tbe Johns 
Hopkins University School of 
Medicine said that “despite 
estimates that 2 million 
women bear these devices, 
we cannot even q uantitat e 
the short-term risks for these 
consumers.” 

A ruling by tbe Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) 
that breast implants be clasi- 
fiedasbigh risk and mam,**. 
tares be required to submit 
safepr data is expected by 

Gundaker said the FDA 


has received 2,017 reports of 
adverse reactions from sili- 
cone implants, and others at 
the hearing said many physi- 
cians and surgeons don't re- 
port the problems. 

Dr. Frank Vasey of the 
University of South Florida 
College of Medicine , esti- 
mated that in up to 75 per 
cent of patients, a fibrous 
capsule forms around tbe im- 
plant that can be mild, or 
lead to pain and distortion of 
the breast. He said about 1 
per cent of women who have 
implants develop immune 
disorders. 

Other witnesses testified 
that implants can rupture, 
allowing the liquid silicone 
gel to migrate to other parts 
of the body, showing up later 
m organs and in the blood- 
stream. 

Several noted anim^ j stu- 
dies indicating silicone is a 
P^blc carcinogen. They 
ak& said implants reduce the 
effectiveness of manunoe- 
raphic screening because the v 
may obscure cancer in breast 
tissue, allowing potential can- 
cers to keep growing. 

About 25 per cent of sHi- 
breast implants are for 
breast reconstruction after 
breast cancer surgery, tj- 
^ are for breast enlarge- 
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King 


Zrid Ben Shaker and Pofitica] 
Advisor Adnan Aim Odcb, 
plans to bold talks with British 
Prime Minister John Mayor 
Thursday before moving on to 
other E u ropea n capitals to dis- 
cuss Middle East 

In Amman, Foreign Minister 
Taber A1 Masri described King 
Hussein’s visit to European 
capitals as highly significant at 
this point in the Gulf crisis. 

The King’s talks rf ^pn g hfa 
tour will focus attention on a 
political settlement for the Gulf 
issue, said Masri in bis first 
statement as foreign minister fol- 
lowing a Cabinet re s h uf fle Tues- 
day. 

Masri, who took over from 
Marwan A1 Qasem, said that the 
King's European tour was within - 
the framework of his constant 
moves at the Arab and interna- 
tional levels to stave off the 
comnring danger and save the 
Arab World from a catastrophic 
war. 

"The King’s tour, which will 
take him to Britain, Germany, 
Luxembourg, and Italy, coin- 
cides with the convening of 
European Community countries’ 
foreign ministers meeting Friday 
to discuss the Gulf crisis and the 
prospect of launching a Euro- 
pean diplomatic offensive,” 
Masri noted. 

The Song’s endeavours in 
Europe, the minister said, com- 
plement those carried out re- 
cently by Algerian President 
ChadU BenjedSd. 

He said that Amman will re- 
main a pivotal Arab capital for 
- all moves designed to attain a 
. political and peaceful solution to 
■ the Golf issue and the compli- 
cated Palestine issue. 

The long’s tour also coincides 
' with a visit to the region by the 
president of the U.N. General 
Assembly Guido de Marco who 
will be discussing the two issues 
with Jordanian government offi- 
cials, Masri said. 

He said that the King's di- 
plomatic effort comes amid in- 
dications that (here is a serious 
international effort to avert war 
in the region. 

The minister expressed hope 
that the Bog’s efforts will be 
crowned with complete success 
and that toe European countries 
will play a positive role to prom- 
ote the cause of peace. 

Iraqis 

(Continued from page 1) 

QQC^nor mwin,. flqy pv 

er, that Baghdad isnofrrdady 
for a co m p rom ise o^er 'The ” 
dates. “The Americans can 
either accept Jan. 12 (the date 
proposed by Iraq) or allow the 
presidents of the two countries 
to fix the date of the visit of the 
other country’s foreign minis- 
ter,” another senior Iraqi offi- 
cial said. "If President 
(George) Bush has the right to 
fix the date and decide the 
programme for the Iraqi fore- 
ign minister in Washington, 
why can President Saddam 
(Hussein) not have the same 
right concerning Baker’s visit 
to Baghdad?,” asked the offi- 
cial. 

Sources dose to the Iraqi 
government said that Baghdad 
was ready to accept any date 
between Jan. 3 and Jan. 12 for 
Baker’s visit to Baghdad. “The - 
issue is not the date per se. We 
reject the way that the U-S-, is 
insisting on dealing with other 
countries. The era of colonial- 
ism is gone and Washington 


has to understand that,” a 
well-placed official said. 

According to Arab and 
Western diplomats, Baghdad 
and Washington might accept a 
compromise date proposed by 
a third party in the near future. 

They disclosed that Ger- 
many was involved in a short- 
lived bid to mediate a com- 
promise date but then Bonn 
decided that it should wait for 
die outcome of die Jan. 4 EC 
ministers’ meeting before mov- 
ing any further. 

Notwithstanding the belief 
that European countries will 
play a crucial role in averring 
war and pressuring Washing- 
ton to negotiate, Iraqi officials 
concede that none of the coun- 
tries which tried to mediate 
departed from the U.S. policy 
in die Gulf. 

“There has not been a se- 
rious mediation effort yet,” 
said the senior Iraq official. 
“The bottom line of all of the 
mediation efforts had always 
been a demand for Iraq’s im- 
plementation of Security 
Council Resolutions,” he said. 

The Iraqis consider efforts 
exerted by Algerian President 
ChadK Benjedid as the most 
credible and serious yet. “But 
the Americans killed it,” the 
official said. 

Iraq is critical of Security 
Council resolutions since it 
views diem as a result of 
American domination over die 
Security Council rather than a 
true expression of internation- 
al consensus. 

Initially the Iraqi govern- 
ment was counting on France 
to lead the camp of dissent hi 
Europe, especially after Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand cal- 
led for an international peace 
conference to solve all of the 
problems of die Middle East. 

Therefore, Baghdad was 
careful to release all French 
nationals at an earlier stage 
hoping that the step would 
propel a Paris-led diplomatic 
campaign for a linkage be- 
tween the Gulf crisis and a 
settlement of the Arab-Israefi 
conflict. 

But the move backfired, 
according to Western diplo- 
mats, as an embaiassed Paris 
had to practically to slow down 
its diplomacy for fear of discre- 
diting itself wi thin the alliance. 

Even some of Iraq’s friends 
in tile Arab World believe that 
Baghdad made a tactical mis- 
take by anticipa ting that the 
release of the French nationals 
was enough to build European 
p res sure on Washington. 

“Baghdad should have taken 


■ pnotiaU «ep <ad> jm a doc- 

laratibn of intent 1 * to leave 
Knwait to allow France the 
chance to pursue its propos- 
als,” said a senior Arab diplo- 
mat. 

But Iraqi officials disagree. 
“How can we give any conces- 
sion like that to any European 
country while none have 
proved so far their independ- 
ence from the U.S.?” the 
senior Iraqi official countered. 

The Iraqi official argued that 
any concessions to a third party 
could only prompt Washington 
to pre ssnre for more conces- 
sions from Baghdad unless 
European countries pursued 
“an independent fine” or the 
U.S. was ready to comprom- 
ise. 

“We are ready to comprom- 
ise if the U.S. is ready to 
compromise,” the official said. 

Iraqis are not dear on what 
would they consider an Amer- 
ican “compromise.” Bat Arab 
diplomats who have been in 
touch with tiie Iraqi leadership 


recently say that Baghdad is 
ready to accept the Security 
Council resolutions as a basis 
for negotiations. 

“Once again the U.S. is ap- 
plying two different yardsticks 
to two problems in the re- 
gion,” a senior Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
official said after meeting with 
Iraqi officials earlier this week. 

He pointed out while the 
U.S. bad been suggesting that 
United Nations resolutions 
serve as a basis for negotiations 
to solve the Palestinian prob- 
lem, it is now demanding an 
unconditional implementation 
of resolutions regarding 
Kuwait. 

“I believe Iraq is amply 
asking that the resolutions be 
nsed as a reference and as we 
know when negotiations start 
the parties involved decide 
which and how for these re- 
solutions are implemented,’' 
he said. 

The writer has just returned 
from a short trip to Iraq. 


Gaza 


(Continued from page 1) 

mg arrests of Hamas activists 
Dec. IS. 

“Administrative detention” is 
nsed under emergency rules 
adopted by the British in 1945 
when they ruled Palestine. Zion- 
ist leaders objected to the prac- 
tice at the time, but Israel has 
continued use of the emergency 
regulations in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Also detained Wednesday 
were 10 Muslim activists from 
Qalqilya, including two religious 
leaders. The army command 
said the 10 suspected of 
“political-religious incitement,” 
and Israel Radio said they were 
members of Hamas. 

In Jerusalem, 23 Palestinian 
and Israeli women marched to 
demand an end to the 
occupation. They distributed let- 
ters of protest to tiie British 
consulate. United Nations head- 
quarters and the Italian embas- 
sy. 

Israeli troops killed four 
Palestinians Tuesday. Most of 
tile 1.75 millio n Palestinians in 
tiie occupied territories were 
confined to their homes. 

The army said it lifted curfews 
on all areas of the Gaza Strip 
except for the town of Rafoh and 
adjacent refugee camps and 
Bam Suheila village. 

The army kept a curfew on 
120.000 residents of the West 
Bank city of Nablus and sur- 
rounding refugee camps. Israeli 
prison guards in Nablus nsed 

*c*r-g * slmadty jiigbt to quell a - 

protest by Palestinian inmates 
ringing nationalist songs. 

The new bloodshed occurred as 
U.N. General Assembly Presi- 
dent Gnido de Marco headed for 
Israel and the occupied territor- 
ies for talks with Israeli leaders 
and Palestinians. He was due to 
visit the Gaza Strip Thursday 

Giorgio Giacomelli, head of 
the U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) responsible 
for Palestinian refugees, arrived 
earlier and met the defence 
ministry’s coordinator for the. 
occupied territories. 

It is the first visit by senior 
U.N. officials since Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
proposed using U.N. relief 
workers to monitor Israle’s 
treatment of Palestinians. 

Israel rejects any foreign 
monitoring. The U.N. Security 
Council condemned it for refus- 
ing to let a U.N. team investi- 
gate tiie killing of at least 20 
Palestinians in Jerusalem in 
October. 


£C leaders 

(Condoned from page 1) 

and Baghdad showed no signs of 
abating. 

In interviews Wednesday, 
Luxembourg held out the pros- 
pect of wider consideration of 
Middle East security problems. 

“War must be only a last 
resort,” Luxembourg Prime 
Minister Jacques San ter said in 
an interview with German radio, 
adding that the Palestinian ques- 
tion could be included in inter- 
national talks once Kuwait was 
freed. 

Asked if be saw a fink be- 
tween the Gulf and the IsraeH- 
Palesturian conflict, Santer re- 
plied: 

“If the U.N. resolutions are ; 
carried out, then all possibilities 
for discussion seem to me to be 
open. But at the moment, one 
can of course make no linking , 
with this Palestinian question.” ! 

Referring to Firday’s meeting : 
of EC foreign ministers, Santer j 
said Europe bad to involve itself 
in efforts to resolve the crisis. 

Prime Minister Wilfried Mar- 
tens said Wednesday Belgian 
forces will not take part m battle 
if war breaks out in the Gulf. 

Begium will not even provide 
ammunition to Britain, as was 
requested by London, since it is 
Belgium’s “option not to be- 
come embroiled in a military 
conflict,” Martens said in an 
interview with tiie daily De Stan- 
daard. 

Belgium has sent three 
warships to the Gulf to help 
enforce the United Nations 
trade embargo against Iraq. 

“They should not become part 
of an armed conflict," Martens 
said in the interview with De 
Standaard. 

But he did not rule out send- 
ing 18 Mirage jetfighteis to Tur- 
key as part of a NATO rapid 
deployment force to defend Tur- 
key. 

He stressed that if Belgium 
sends the aircraft to Turkey they 
would only be nsed to “help 
defensively in case of an Iraqi 
attack.” 

Belgian Foreign Minister 
Mark Eyskens said Tuesday that 
peace was possible for the whole 
Middle East if Iraq were to 
withdraw from Kuwait. 

Speaking on Belgian Televi- 
sion, he welcomed the prospect 
of an EC-Iraq meeting to avert 
war as an important sign of a 
Europe with its own foreign poli- 
cy. - . - • -- - - — 

“That is of prime importance 
for Europe’s future,” he said. 

“It is important to tell Saddam 
Hussein that if he undoes the 
aggression... afterwards a global 
peace solution is posable for the 
entire Middle East, the solution 
of the Palestinian problem, the 
Lebanese pro beta, disarmament 
of the whole region.” 

Eyskens said that U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolutions conde- 
mning Iraq and Israel had be- 
come equally tough. 

Asked why the U.N. resolu- 
tion condemning Iraq’s occupa- 
tion of Kuwait was much more 
urgent than that condemning 
Israel, which has occupied Arab 
territory for 23 years, be said: 

‘Tor 23 years we’ve had a 
situation in die Security Council 
in which one or the other coun- 
try nsed its right of veto. We 
hope that concerning the Palesti- 
nian problem that is over.” 





1991 : So far, so good? 


By Stewart Russell 
Reuter 

LONDON — “We’re doing as 
much as we can to resolve (the 
Gulf crisis) peacefully ahead of 
the deadline” — U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush to Japanese 
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu. 

“Cities will collapse and the 
mutilated bodies of victims will 
be scattered in seas of blood” 
— Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak to Iraq's Saddam 
Hussein. 

“It's sort of like ordnance, 
isn’t it?” — U.S. marine, 
bound for the Golf, observing 
firecracker celebrations in the 
Philippines. 

New Year’s day moved the 
countdown towards the U.N. 
deadline for Iraqi forces to quit 
Kuwait into its final fortnight, 
with no one optimistic that 
last-ditch diplomatic efforts 
would avert a major war. 

Even the Pope, speaking on 
che Roman Catholic Church’s 
world day of peace, sounded 
less than hopeful. 

“With sentiments of distress. 


my wish goes out to the Middle 
East, hoping that 1991 will be a 
year of peace and not war for 
everybody,” John Paul told pil- 
grims and tourists in St Peter's 
Sqnare. 

While the big guns in the 
Gulf remained silent — for the 
moment — fighting raged in 
Somalia, El Salvador and other 
Third World trouble spots, 
killing dozens, perhaps hun- 
dreds of people. 

“We have no idea how many 
casualties there are,” said a 
spokesman for guerrillas fight- 
ing in Mogadishu to oust Presi- 
dent Mohamed Siad Bane. 
“People cannot move easily to 
count the dead and wounded.” 

In Manila, celebratory shots 
proved almost as lethal. Police 
said 21 people were killed, 
many by stray bullets, and ab- 
out 1,500 were wounded dur- 
ing New Year’s Eve festivities. 

New York, by comparison, 
was an oasis of good-Wtared 
tranquillity. Celebrations drew 
more than half a million people 
to Times Square but only three 
people were arrested, for dis- 


orderly conduct. 

Things were slightly rougher 
in London's Trafalgar Square, 
despite a ban on alcohol. 
Police said they arrested 145 
people and 35 were taken to 
hospital for treatment. 

The Christmas tree in the 
square was eight feet (three metres) 
shorter than it should have 
been. Patrick Harwood-Duffy 
began the new year in jail, with 
a four-month sentence to 
serve, after he attacked the 
tree with a chainsaw. 

Dublin took over from Glas- 
gow as European “capital of 
culture.” Two hundred special 
events are planned for 1991. 

Diva Joan Sutherland sang 
“there's no place like home” at 
a farewell performance in Lon- 
don’s Ccvent Garden opera 
house on New Year’s Eve. 

The audience, including 
British Prime Minister John 
Major and his wife Norma — 
author cf a biography cf the 
64-year-old singer dubbed La 
Stupenda by Italian opera 
buffs — gave her a standing 
ovation. 


“Thank you. I have had a 1 
wonderful career, but the old 
voice is beginning to wind 
down,” she said, blowing a kiss 1 
at the final curtain call. 

China's Communist Party', 
welcomed 1991 with a hardline 
message exhorting the nation's ■ 
1.1 billion people to stick to ; 
socialism, work hard and. ; 
smash hostile Western influ-- 
ences. , 

“It is imperative to... oppose 
bourgeois liberalisation, smash, 
the ‘peaceful evolution' 
schemes of antagonistic inter- 
national forces, and inspire . 
patriotism and socialist con- 
sciousness,” the party news- 
paper People's Daily said in an 
editorial. 

Two thousand Kuwaitis ex-- 
iied ip. Egypt welcomed the 
new year in the shadow of the . 
Sphinx, praying for a quick-, 
return to their occupied na-5 
ucn. 

A young man cried into a 
microphone: “our meeting in 
the coming new year will be on . 
Kuwaiti land.” 


Schwarzkopf — a teddy 
bear turned grizzly 


By Gary Regenstreif 

- -*■ — - -Reuter - 

DHAHRAN, Saudi Arabia — 
“Storming” Norman Schwarz- 
kopf, commander of half a mil- 
lion American poised for war 
against Iraq, is a tough guy in 
public whose idea of relaxation 
is to listen to wild ducks on tape. 

lieutenant General Schwarz- 
kopf likes to think of himself as a 
cuddly teddy bear who has been 
rDed by Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein and can turn into a 
grizzly. 

“Under certain circumstances 
I could be considered a teddy 
bear,” General Schwarzkopf 
said in a recent interview. 

“If we have to go to war, there 
is absolutely no doubt in my 
mind that the image Pm going to 
portray to Saddam Hussein and 
the enemy is that of the grizzly 
bear. 

“Pm going to do everything I 
can to viciously destroy them as 
rapidly as possible. 

Schwarzkopf, commander of 


U.S. forces in Operation Desen 
Shield, has been under the gun 
to ready his troops for a United 
Nations deadline authorising 
force against Iraq unless it ends 
its five-month-old occupation of 
Kuwait by Jan. 15. 

The veteran of Vietnam, Gre- 
nada and Panama vowed not “to 
hold anything back” in a war 
against Iraq. 

“The reason I’m going to do 
that is because Pm a teddy bear 
and I love my soldiers and sailors 
and marines and I don't want to 
see them killed,” said Schwarz- 
kopf, 56, a father of three. “If 
we're going to have to go to war 
we’re going to have to get that 
banned thing over with.” 

Born in Trenton, New Jersey, 
Schwarzkopf is no stranger tc 
the Middle East, having ex- 
plored the streets of Tehran at 
12 when his father trained Iran’s 
police force in the 1940s. 

He was schooled at the West 
Point Military Academy in the 
1950s and later earned a masters 
degree in mechanical and aeros- 


pace engineering in California. 

He has earned a haversack of 
medals but general's stars on his 
combat fatigues are all’ that set 
him apart from privates. 

Now heading the biggest U.S. 
military buildup since Vietnam, 
Schwarzkopf commands much 
respect and instils some fear 
among subordinates. 

While their burly boss is not 
incapable of cracking a joke, 
“stormin’ Norman,” so dubbed 
T?y aides, is demanding. 

“Whenever he wants same- 
tiling he goes ‘storming’ after 
it,” said one aide. “Bat his bark 
is worse than his bite. He will 
yell at you but that anger is gone 
in a minute." 

The general has impressed 
troops from other nations 
arrayed against Iraq who would 
tight under his command. 

“He has become almost legen- 
dary among British troops," said 
one British military officer. “He 
is larger than life and he speaks 
the solider’s language. That's 


what you want for the troops. 
They have a great deal of confi- 
dence in him. They see him as a 
derisive and strong man.” 

His heroes are military men, 
like U.S. civil war General WD- 
liam Tecumsah Sherman, a man 
Schwarzkopf described as some- 
one “who truly understood the 
horror of war but when required" 
to execute a war, did so and 
bated every minute.” 

Yet he also quotes U.S. World ; 
War n General George Patton 
in his bid, if wagin g war, to end 
it quickly. 

“Every day sooner that yoo_ 
get to the fine will be one day' 
less that we take casualties.” ^ 

Schwarzkopf, a hunter and 
fisherman, unwinds to the re-, 
corded sounds of waterfowl and a 
hopes to be remembered as a7 
uniform with a human face who 
sought a peaceful solution, 

“I hope all the leaders in this-* 
campaign show the American 
people we are not war mon-^ 
gers,” he said. 
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retains chess crown 


" YON'. France (Agencies) — 

zttj Kasparov has retained his 
«er!d chess title for the nest 

•‘r.ree years, but doubts whether 
':c has .;cen the last of Anatoly 

Xarpcv as nis main rival. 

Kasparov admitted that his 
v.-inr.ir.g margin of 12 - Vs to Il-te 
?r. their match which ended 
r.!cncay fell short o? his goal of 
crushing Karpov into abandon- 
ing his quest for the title. 

Kasparov. 27, had promised 
:c cbiitsrate his 39-year-old rival 
in their fifth title match since 
5SS5, r/hen Karpov lost the tide. 

“Seirre the match I thought 
thL T.«r.*jld be the last one. I was 
sure t'na'. I would win and Kar- 
v.culd never recover. Right 
*ov Z'r.\ rot so sure,’* Kasparov 
said. 

The acrimonious relationship 
bfftWMn the two Soviet grand- 
turned into grudging 
nu:*j 2 t respect as their long, 
ritter clash drew to an end. 

Tray discussed the games at 
length" and acknowledged that 
'.ray r.z£ raised their skills solely 
because of each other. 

‘To become Kasparov as 5 am 
•:cay, : needed Karpov — and I 
zzz s'" adsr.it it,’* the champion 

Tniugii Karpcv might be past 
sir. r-rirr.e, his willpower and vast 
experience allowed him to 
iT.ocnc os threatening a challenge 

e'.'er. 

Z ■ ore me confidence and 
mission gave Kasparov an 
c ?ead when the 24-game 
i.i' be^an in New York in 


November, and experts won- 
dered whether Karpov’s days as 
a serious contender were num- 
bered. 

But Karpov's defensive pro- 
wess baited the offensive. He 
slowly turned the match around, 
escaping a potentially fatal 
second defeat and striking back 
to level the march in the seventh 
game. 

Kasparov’s confidence crum- 
bled. His moves were peppered 
with nervous errors turning pre- 
cious advantages into harmless 
draws. 

The toll of the unusually in- 
tense and complex games in the 
New York leg of the contest 
soon affected Karpov as well. 
The match transferred to Lyon 
deadlocked at 6-6. 

Both men looked forward to 
the decisive leg: Karpov because 
he had feared a lightning start 
from Kasparov and now fended 
his chances, Kasparov because 
he claimed be bad played as 
badly as he could have played 
and still was not behind. 

After a two-week break, both 
men recovered form but re- 
mained locked in a series of 
hard-fought draws. 

Each split decision brought 
closer the possibility of a 12-12 
draw which would keep the title 
in Kasparov's hands. 

Kasparov seemed to take con- 
trol when he won the 16th game 
in a three-day. 103-move strug- 
gle. 

But Karpov's resistance was 
so impressive that former world 


champion Boris Spassky called 
him the moral winner of the 
game. 

Karpov rebounded to tie the 
match with -a crushing win in the 
next game. 

Hie 18th game was decisive. 

Karpov caught his nervous 
opponent In a prepared analysis, 
leaving him looking harried and 
under pressure. But Kasparov 
rose to the occasion, turning the 
ambush into a defeat for the 
challenger. 

The reversal virtually secured 
Kasparov's title, and another 
win in the 20th game put the 
matter beyond doubt. 

On Friday, Kasparov heads 
back to Moscow and jets to the 
United States at the end of the 
month to promote chess in 
America. 

“I hope that the next cham- 
pionship can be organised en- 
tirely in the United States,” he 
said, believing the commercially 
rich U.S. market can open “new 
horizons'* for the game. 

“I played a lot better in Lyon 
than New York,” Kasparov said. 
“1 think that I gained a lot more 
than Karpov from the two weeks 
of rest between the two parts of 
the championship.” 

The two Soviets have made a 
habit of meeting in world cham- 
pionship finals. Between them, 
they have held the championship 
for 15 years. 

But some experts feel that 
up-and-coming young Soviets like 
Boris Geffaud and Vassily Ivan- 
chuk may be able to bent Kar- 


pov, 39. in qualifying rounds 
over the next three years. 

Geifand and Ivanchuk are 
both younger than 22 and rank- 
ed third and fourth in the world, 
behind Kaspaiov and Karpov. 

Despite the increasing physic- 
al stamina needed for world- 
class chess, Karpov remains a 
force. 

Karpov met Kasparov for the 
first time in world championship 
finals in 1984. Under the rules at 
the time, the title was awarded 
to the first player to win six 
games. Draws did not count. 

Karpov led 5-0, but Kasparov 
rallied to make it 5-3. 

Then, with no deciding victory 
after five months and 48 games, 
the International Chess Federa- 
tion called off the contest for the 
“good of the players.” 

The rules changed in 1985, 
with the players awarded a half- 
point for a draw in 24 games of 
competition. Defending cham- 
pions keep their title with 12 
points; challengers need 12.5. 

Kasparov gained the title in 
1985 with an outright win over 
Karpov, 13-11. He defended it 
for the first time in 1986 in a 
match split between London and 
Leningrad, 12.5-11.5. 

In 1987 Kasparov trailed Kar- 
pov, 12-11. entering the final 
game. Kasparov needed a win to 
tie the match and keep the title. 

He played aggressively and 
took the game in an emotionally 
charged atmosphere that bad the 
audience cheering for 10 minutes 
at the end. 
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pressure on Liverpool 


LC’iTDCN IR) — Liverpool 
'■ jzrjz t tc-p of the English Soccer 
r-s&gxs vrith ar artphatic 3-0 win 
Leads, but Arsenal re- 
~.r:n ;c tight on their heels with 
\ t£ Manchester Cri. 

T.v CtTKai Fir-Ices . 

'T.'. si'. Liverpool Sunday Co 
cL'i? v-’isin three points of the 
Is-. atm. -cst for only the third 

2 — v aiS. 

A-cr.cL vho have clawed 
zzzlz L: -erpeers lead from eight 
rcL'.L 1 : .o just one, overcame 
''rvr.j rain to beat Manchester 
Z '.y 2-0 eway frorc toms. 

J Alan Smith scored the 
■.vie.' ir.g gcal from a corner in 
-L'L; ~inute. his 11th in the 
ioc: :.v games. 

tT.-.c: jpions Liverpool , whose 
•-■v.v defeats in December cur 
s.Vrp-y into their cushion at the 
.; ■ . :c':r;csd back from their 1-0 
■.'v-.. 1 ?.z ?ciace to end fourth- 
Leeds’ 14-match un- 
nxi. 

Lr::2s never recovered from 
r. Barnes’ seventh minute 
'.. '.v’.th Ronny Rosenthal 
'~..l a second in the 33rd and 
”;«£•> scoring his 10th league 


. :.-a 


goal in the final minute. 

Liverpool captain Glenn 
Hysen said: “We played bril- 
liantly for the whole game. We 
haven't played well in the last 
three or four gsmes and every- 
body was saying after the Crystal 
Palsucs £ame that we were a Little 
down. 

“I think ve have proved to 
everyone Lea: v,c a/e on ib j way 

up Egaii*.' 1 

Last year’s F.A. Cup finalists 
Crystal Palace, enjoying their 
best season in the first division, 
were sunk by two goals from 
England midfielder David Piatt. 

Villa, who had won only one 
of their last 11 matches, went 
ahead in the 47tb minute 
through a penalty after Chris 
Price was pulled down by John 
Salako. 

Platt added the second, and 
his league goal of the season, 
three minutes from fulltime. . .. 

Bottom club Sheffield United, 
without a victory in their first 16 
games, won their third in 10 
days, 1-0 at home to fellow- 
strugglers Queen’s Part Ran- 
geis. 

Top scorer Brian Deane hit 


the game’s only goal in the 
seventh minute to take his 
league tally to 10. 

Q.P.R., who have lost eight of 
their last 11 league games, drop- 
ped to second from bottom, just 
four points ahead of Sheffield. 

En another relegation dash, 
Derby and Coventry drew 1-1. 
leaving Derby two places and 
five points aiiead of Sheffield. 

Sunderland moved up two 
places from second bottom with 
a 1-0 win at home to South- 
ampton, their first victory in 
seven games. 

Kevin Ball scored the goal in 
the 48th minute from the penalty 
spot. 

Everton won their first game 
away from home tins season, 
beating Chelsea 2-1, who had 
not lost at home for 10 months. 

Everton's victory, their third 
in successi o n, came courtesy of a 
Jason Cundy own goal in the 
50th minute. Kevin Wilson had 
pul Chelsea ahead in the 10th 
minute before Graeme Sharp 
equalised three minutes later. 

Tony Thomas of third division 
Tranmere Rovers scored the fas- 


test goal of the season after just 
eight seconds against Southend. 
Tranmere went on to win 3-1. 

Manchester United snatched a 
2-1 victory with a goal in the last 
minute against Tottenham who 
were reduced to 10 men after 
Paul Gascoigne was sent off mid- 
way through the second half. 

Spurs looked to have held on 
for a point after playing the las: 
25 minutes without' their Eng- 
land midfielder who was shown 
the red card for arguing with the 
referee. 

But Scottish international 
Brian McClair raced into the 
penalty area to shoot past 
Norwegian keeper Erik Thor- 
stvedt and send United above 
Spars into fifth place. 

Spurs, whose championship 
challenge has slipped dramati- 
cally with five defeats in their 
last seven games, went ahead 

through a Gary Lineker penalty 

in the 14th minute. 

Steve Brace equalised in the 
37th minute with his seventh 
goal from the penalty spot this 
season after Welsh striker Mark 
Hughes was sent tumbling by Pat 
Van Den Hauwe. 


■ l :Mesi 


YERfK. Australia (Rj — Gol- 
Jen Olympic trio Matt Siondi, 
IvJIciiael Gross and Adrian 
Llooritause loom large in the 
p-r/s parade while the fast- 
;-.p;cving Chinese women aim 
for r.ew heights when the World 
S>vi~:ming Championships begin 


Thursday. 

Biondi, 25, anotmeed his re- 
tirement after winning five golds 
at the 1988 Seoul Olympics but 
soon changed his mind and de- 
cided to have a second tilt at the 
World Championships. 

The tall American, who won 


four individual medals at the 
1986 championships in Madrid, 
is hot favourite to retain his 100 
meters freestyle crown. 

He wiO also be keen to avenge 
his Olympic defeat by Surinam's 
Anthony Nesty in the 100 but- 
terfly and renew his 50 freestyle 


rivalry with team mate Tom Ja- 
ger, the defending world cham- 
pion but numer-up to Biondi in 
Seoul. 

Gross, 26, seeks an unpre- 
cedented third successive indi- 
vidual world championship 
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wms again m 
Adelaide tennis tournament 


ADELAIDE fR) — Sweden’s 

Magnus Larsson, still pumped 

up by his shock first-round vic- 
tory over Boris Becker, moved 
into the quarter-finals of the 
Australian Hard court Men's 
Tennis Tournament Wednesday. 

On a day when players again 
complained about the suffocat- 
ing heat, Larsson was lucky 
enough to play his second-round 
match in the cool of the evening. 
Even so, he had to fight all the 
way to beat burly Yugoslav Slo- 
bodan Zivojinovic 7-6 (7-5) 7-6 
00 - 8 ). 

Zivojinovic held two set 
points in both sets but failed to 
capitalise on them, Larsson 
ranked 56 in the world, will meet 
German Patrick Kuhneo in the 
last eight after Kuhnen beat 
eighth seed Todd Woodbridge of 


Australia 7-5 6-2. 

Woodbridge was clearly suf- 
fering from the temperature of 
43 degrees Celsius on the re- 
bound ace artificial surface, 
which will also, be used at the 
Australian Open in Melbourne 
later this month. 

Players complain the surface 
retains the heat too much, caus- 
ing exhaustion and blisters. A 
spokesman for the ATP Tour 
said they were considering intro- 
ducing regulations which stop- 
ped play if temperatures became 
too high. 

An angry Woodbridge later 
criticised die scheduling. He had 
played doubles until shortly after 
midnight the previous evening. 

“It was so hot out there it was 
ridiculous,” the 19-year-old 
world number 50 said. 


Kijimuta upsets Paulus in 
Danone Open championship 


BRISBANE, Australia (AP) — 
Akiko Kijimuta of Japan upset 
third-seeded Austrian Barbara 
Paulus in straight sets Wednes- 
day. a day of upsets in the 
$175,000 Danone Open 
Women’s Tennis Championship- 

Kijimuta, who beat world no. 
3 Pam Shriver in the first round, 
defeated a lackluster Paulus 6- 
2,6-3. 

The 22-year-old Japanese 
player hit a succession of power- 
ful winners from the back of the 
court. 

Earlier. American Duo Linda 
Harvey-Wild and Shaun Stafford 
both eliminated seeded players. 

Rookie professional Harvey- 
Wild kept her neive to defeat 
I4th-seeded Australian Nicole 
Provis 7-6 (9-7), 3-6, 6-2 in a 
marathon baseline struggle. 

Tv/o-time college all- 
American Stafford beat no. 15 
Veronika Marti nek of German v 
6-0, 3-6, 6-1. 

Harvey- V/ild trailed 2-0 in the 
final set against former French 
Ooen semifinalist Provis, but 


then reeled off six straight games 
for the win. 

“I knew if I kept fighting and 
got into my groove I could get 
back into the match,” said 
Harvey-Wild. “Guts is most of 
it.” 

Aggressive Australian junior 
Kristin God ridge, who made the 
quarterfinals last year as a 16- 
year-old, ousted no. 8 seeded 
Catarina Lindovist of Sweden 
7-5. 4-6, 6-0. 

“It is easy to be motivated for 
a match like that.” said God- 
ridge, who hit some blistering 
forehands. 

She kept me moving all the 
time but I bung in there and 
started moving her around and 
forcing the play,” she said. 

Judith Wiesner of Austria, the 
no. 4- seed in the 36-draw tourna- 
ment, advanced to the last 16 
with a 6-0, 6-3 win over Nanne 
Dahlman of Finland, while no. 6 
Claudia Ponvik of Germany 
struggled past Petra Langrova of 
Czechoslovakia 2-6, 7-6 (7-2). 
6-4. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JANUARY 4, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
beautiful day and evening for you 
to get off to new places and to meet 
new personalities with whom you 
can gain much that will be of. 

benefit to won. You make headway 

by being open minded. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You can discuss now with your 
usual and daily contacts just where 
you are headed and what each of 
you can do to get what you want 
more quickly. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Money matters now are pressing 
and you can increase your abund- 
ance and handle financial matters 
by your own intelligent activities 
now. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This 
is your day to first get yourself all 
dolled up after having health and 
beauty salon or barber shop treat- 
ments that bring out your charm. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have many prepara- 
tions to make before you can put in 
motion that plan of action that 
means so much to you that brings 
success. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) This is 
the time for you to make sure you 
have the right answers to friends 
who want you to go along with 
them in some interesting new pro- 
jects. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You now have an interest in 
what someone in a powerful posi- 


tion wiU do for you something of a 
worldly, vocational nature that can 
increase your prestige. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever you would like to do 
mat does mean getting out of that 
: ^.-making new acquaintances and 
slop sticking dose just to your 
family now. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Discuss with those allies in 
ail walks of life what they expect of 
you and put such new plans in 
effect in a highly exact and careful 
manner. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) So many persons 
are in a mood to cooperate that 
you would be wise to let them 
know what you have in mind and 
come to a new understanding. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You are now able to 
get much work done by a lighter 
attitude and a more ingenious 
approach at whatever faces you 
with usual allies. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You are now able to show 
chat you are the one who does 
enjoy a good time and you can plan 
recreation and entertainment that 
brings you joy. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Take some time out to find out 
just what your family expects of 
you and bow you can put into 
motion a. plan that bring them 
much pleasure. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
;i»M T/iNwo Mhu Services, me. 


TOUCHING FAITH! 


North -South vulnerable. East 
deals. 

NORTH 

* 10 9 

7 964 

v Q J S 5 

* 9 8 7 5 

WEST EAST 

*7643 * A K J 8 5 . 

TQJ 10 875TA32 - 

C 964 v A K 3 

4> Void * 10 2 

SOUTH 

9 Q 2 

v K 

:• 10 7 2 

4ASQJ643 
The bidding: 

East South West North 

I * 3 NT Pass Pass 

Db! Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of < T 
During the 1956 European Cham- 
pionship, the Italians were humiliat- 
ed when iheir premier pair had a 
misunderstanding and went down 
six in a freely bid grand slam. Nine 
years later, they received equivalent 
largesse in their match against 
Switzerland. 

East's one club opening bid de- 
scribed a wide variety of hands is 
the Roman System employed by 
Giorgio Belladonna and Walter 
Avareili. On this occasion it showed 
a strong hand. South. Pietro Ber- 


nasconi. jumped to three no 
trump— a gambling bid usually 
based on a long minor with a smat- 
tering of outside values. Not sur- 
prisingly, Belladonna, East, 
expressed doubts about whether the 
contract could be matte. North, 
Jaime Ortiz Patino, latter to become 
president of the World Bridge Fed- 
eration, showed great faith in his 
partner's skills when he elected to 
pass. We would not have been so 
brave. 

West could not have led a club 
even had he wanted to. Instead, he 
led the top of his heart sequence and 
East, ready to cash out for down 
one. rose with the ace of hearts, 
dropping the king. The defenders 
proceeded to lake six heart tricks, 
on which Esc: discarded two clubs 
and a diamond. West found the 
spade shift and, when the queen 
cams tumbling down cm the second 
round, the defenders took the first 
13 tricks. 

Thar was down 2,60 0 points, a 
record for a nine-trick contract that 
cannot be bested unless the contract 
is redoubled. Had North-South not 
been vulnerable, the record would 
have tumbled in recent years. Down 
nine doubled under the new scoring 
which went into effect a few years 
ago, would yield a penalty of 2,300 
instead of a “paltry" 1,700. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JANUARY 3, 

By Thomases. Person, Astrologer, Carroll Fig *r 


creations that come to 
GENERAL TENDENCIES, since you have been woi 
Even with Mercury fiW 
and Moon Trining it you wiU have 

difficulty giving complimente mjQ 
praise for good works that art 
having a direct benefit to you 

personally. 



ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Get 

off to see and be with those highly 
placed persons who are in a posi- 
tion to aid you with any career or 
dvic problems vital to your prog- 
ress. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) So 
many new ideas are now yours 
today that you would be wvse to get 

off with newcomers and those who 
think differently from you to make 
headway. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 21) 
Open up yourself to receiving the 
benefits that can flow from that 
very prophetic insight that is yours 
now so you can depend on your’ 
hunches. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can join forces with a 
partner now who has good organis- 
ing ability just so you don’t let your 
feelings get hurt by bad remarks. 

LEO: (July 22 to Angus! 21) Study 
die best manner in which to get all 
the projects facing yon done with 
more efficiency and with a greater 
harmonious accord with others. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Open up yourself to some very 
wonderful new pleasures and re- 


scientiously today. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
22) You are very fond or 

family and this is the day 

as much time as you ran , n . 
conditions in that vital relujf-i 
your life. Zf*# 

SCORPIO: (October 23 tpNqv bbch 

ber 21) This is the mome^fer^ 
to set out to see persons want 
to be allied with in the da^ah ead 
as well as getting out Ieta|| and 

SAGmilUUS: (Novcraboja to 
December 21) This is your moment 
to study to show how well yqg^a n 
get what you want of a material 
nature for your common Sense 
qualities come out. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22jto 
January 20) Now you have the day 
when you can go after what you 
want in a very positive manner so 
utilise this day brings to you your 
personal desires 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19 ) You give out much to 
others but now you have a day to 
think over what you actually have 
that vou want and what is being 
denied you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March! 
20) Make a point to get together! 
with down to earth-minded friends 
and let them see you will join 
forces with them for social occa- 
sions. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



. asked for a hot fudge pizza. 
It’s cheaper than ordering dinner 
and dessert separately!” 




k 

Una cnuTi bt a these four Jumbimm. 

one netter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


LL 

IRFOL i 

, 

n 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 



DAYMAL 


Mill 

■■ 


RERROT 


□ 

-UZ 

b_ 



HE WASN'T 
CONTBNTEF WITH 
HIS LOT- ALWAYS 
A5KIN6 FOK THIS. 


Now arrange the ebeted totters to 
torn the surprise answer, as sup- 
(jested by Hie above cartoon. 


Prtot answer hero: □ LXXJEXXI) 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's ) ' hjmbte8: KASTY LAPEL FEWEST POLICE 

Answer What she said to her overty- friendly dancing 
partner— -WATCH YOUR STEP!" 


THE Daily Crossword *1. 


Mflter 


ACROSS 
1 as good 
as a mile" 

7 Throng 
10 Dressed 

14 Actuate 

15 A Gardner 

16 Blndlestlff 

17 Ftolon 

19 Ms BagnokJ 

20 Seed covering 

21 Valor 

23 Salesman's 
prospects 

25 Rainbows 

26 Salesmen’s 
pitches 

29 Greenish blue 

30 Moccasin 

31 News bits 
34 Inclination 
38 Explorer 

Tasman 
40 Pseudonym 

42 Actor Estrada' 

43 Ham's device 
45 Begets 

47 Bonzo ag. 

48 Insect 

50 Gave the slip 
52 Emerge 
55 Concede 
57 Investor's list 

59 Theme 

63 Others: Lai. 

64 Fluster 

68 Seafood Rem 

67 Slippery one 

60 Checked 

68 Girl in a 
Salinger story 

70 Owing 

71 Gets the lead 
out 

DOWN 

1 Fountain treat 

2 Dies - - 

3 Swine 

4 Not 
obvious 

5 Sabra 

6 Observe 

7 Fabricates 

8 At an end 

9 “Peter Pan” 
playwright 



An RlgtHa Rw«n«*l 

10 Bedspread 
fabric 

11 Yearns 

12 Remain 

13 Fogles 

18 Put two and 
two together 

22 Retirement 
plans 

24 Nora’s pooch 

26 Go a few 
rounds 

27 Sunscreen 
Ingredient 

28 Froze 

29 Autocrat 

» lion « 5 

35 Toward the 
mouth 

36 Tube 

37 Made do 

39 bang period 

41 Look to be 

44 Norse name 

46 More svelte 

49 Disintegrated 


sPittria SoWatb 
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aifliiu] 


51 Ideal Diaca 

52 Swiftly* ** 

53 Canvasses 

|4 ICIng of Troy 

55 Usher's 
territory 

56 Medico 


58 Stead 
60 Large ai 
81 Words c 

understi 
62 G-men 
65 Hematlti 
Catena 
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AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


W edn es day , January 2, 1991 
Central official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dcutschcnurk 
Swiss Erase 
French franc 


Boy 

663.0 

1278.9 

443.7 

520.4 

1303 


Sell 

667.0 
1286.6 

446.4 

5233 

131.1 


Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
SwerEsh crown 
Italian lha (for 100) 
Belgian banc (for 10) 


488.1 

393.2 

117.8 

58.8 
2143 


491.0 

395.6 
1183 
592 

215.6 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the baying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday 

One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.9360(70 

U.S. dollar 

1.1585/95 

Canadian dollar 

1.4920/25 

Deotschemarks 

1.6815/25 

Dutch guilders 

1.2630/40 

Swiss francs 

30.74/79 

Belgian francs 

5.0750/0800 

French francs 

1124/1125 

Italian lire 

134.35/45 

Japanese yea 

5.6060/6110 

Swedish crowns 

5.8550/8600 

Norwegian crowns 

5.7550/7600 

Danish crowns 

39130/392.00 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — (The Tokyo Stock Exchange is dosed for new year 
holidays.) 

SYDNEY — Renewed fears of Gulf war sent gold stocks spiralling 
and pushed the market to a higher dose. The All Ordinaries 
Index rose 6.0 points to finish at 1,285.8. 

HONG KONG — Stocks ended slightly higher amid scattered 
bargain-hunting on speculation of a Golf settlement. The Hang 
Seng Index rose 6.79 points to dose at 3 031.34. 

SINGAPORE — The Straits Times Industrial Index dosed one 
point lower from Friday at 1,153.48. 

BOMBAY — Bombay Stock Exchange authorities kept "the 
market closed, fearing heavy selling pressure when trading 
resumes after a week-long Christmas holiday. 

FRANKFURT — Worries about the Gulf crisis and selling by 
foreign fund managers knocked German share prices 2.3 per cent 
lower to their lowest dosing level in three months. The Dax Index 
slid into die new year, dropping 32.13 points to 1,366.10. 

ZURICH — (closed for holiday) 

LONDON — Shares ended lower after a dull day, with no 
direction provided by a flat Wall Street and dealers reluctant to 
take positions while Gulf crisis worries overh and markets. Oil 
stocks made gains on the uncertainty. The FTSE dosed at 2,128 3 
down 15.2 points. 

NEW YORK — U.S. Blue Chips stuck in narrow range at firmer 
levels. The Dow was up about five to 2,639 at midday. 


REWARD 

Large black Labrador dog, male, missing from Shmeisani area 
on Wednesday January 2, 1991 . Friendly. Answers to name 
Saqr. 

Please call 697099 


PERSIAN RUGS FOR SALE 

1- Asfahan, fine nuts 4. 5x3-2 m 20 years old. 

2- Tabriz, 2.8x1. 8 m. 

3- Both rugs are in excellent condition. 

Please contact Tel. 666076 Loay 


TWO BEDROOMS FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

4th Circle, Jabal Amman. 

Tel: 642855. 


White House 
admits U.S. 
probably 
in recession 

WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush’s chief econo- 
mic adviser acknowledged for 
the first time Wednesday that 
the U.S. economy probably had 
entered a recession and pre- 
dicted it would be relatively' 
short. 

“I believe it will be relatively 
short and that the worst quarter- 
ly decline probably was in the 
quarter just completed Mon- 
day,” the Bush aide, Michael 
Beskin, said in an interview on 
NBC television. 

Based on preliminary data, he 
said it was dear there had been 
“a substantial contraction” in 
the fourth quarter of 1990, large- 
ly the result of soaring oil prices 
caused by the Gulf crisis. He did 
not rite a figure for the decline. 

Boskin said: “... it does 
appear that, after the longest 
economic expansion in the 
peacetime history of the United 
States, that the economy prob- 
ably has entered a recession.” - 

Bush, in an interview taped 
Dec. 16 for broadcast on televi- 
sion Wednesday night, also ack- 
nowledged that parts of the eco- 
nomy are already in recession, 
but said it would be mild and 
short. 

“I see no evidence of a deep 
recession. In fact, as we talk, I 
see evidences of some pockets of 
our economy that are extraordi- 
narily strong,” Bush said in the 
interview. 

Until now, the administration 
bad avoided using die word “re- 
cession” partly out of fear that 
invoking it could hurt consumer 
and business confidence even 
farther. In addition, officials 
have delayed acknowledging a 
recession in the hope that an 
early settlement of the Gulf cri- 
sis could trigger an economic 
rebound. 

“We have been waiting some 
to make sore that there wasn't 
an early resolution of that — oil 
situation in the Gulf — that 
would cause oil prices to fell and 
remove that drag from the eco- 
nomy,” he said. 


Bulgaria halts petrol 
sales for two weeks 

SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria, where long queues, abandoned cars and dry 
petrol stations have become a daily sight, stopped petrol sales for two 
weeks from Wednesday, the official BTA news agency reported. 

The state- run oil company said it would not provide feel for 
ambulances, public buses and delivery vans. 

Prime Minister Dimiter Popov said on television Tuesday night 
that the government had not been warned of the ban and would 
discuss petrol shortages Monday. 

Bulgaria, Moscow’s staunchest ally under former communist 
leader Todor Zhivkov, has suffered an economic slump amid political 
uncertainty since Zhivkov was ousted in November 19S9. 

Its crippled economy was dealt a blow when the Soviet Union cut 
exports of cheap crude oil to its allies in eastern Europe preferring to 
sell it on the world market for bard currency. 

Fuel supplies fell again after Bulgaria cut Iraqi oil imports in 
August, in line with United Nations trade sanctions. 

Last month the government banned petrol sales for seven days to 
save feel for emergency services. 


Rhode Island governor 
closes financial entities 


PROVIDENCE, Rhode Island 
(R) — A U.S. state governor 
who took office Tuesday almost 
immediately ordered 45 state- 
chartered credit unions, banks 
and other financial institutions 
dosed until they can arrange for 
federal government insurance. 

Rhode Island Governor Bruce 
Sundlun ordered the closure be- 
cause of the near-collapse of the 
state's private insurance fund, 
the Rhode Island Share and De- 
posit Indemnity Fund. 

The fund's troubles began 
with the failure in November of 
the Heritage Loan and Invest- 
ment Co. The fund had to dis- 
burse much of its reserves to 
Heritage's depositors. 

“Most of the banks and credit 
unions affected by the order 
have already applied for federal 
insurance and I expect we will be 
able to reopen some of the in- 
stitutions within a very short 
period of time.” said Sundlun. 

Most of the 45 institutions are 
credit unions — cooperative 
associations for pooling savings 
of members and making loans to 
them at low interest rates. 

They have about 300,000 
accounts, worth a total of S1.7 
billion. 

Commercial banks, which are 
all federally chartered and not 


under state control, are un- 
affected by Sundlun's order, 
spokesman said. 

The troubles of the state insur- 
ance fend began with the discov- 
ery in October that $13 million 
worth of Heritage assets were 
unaccounted for. 

Its president, who has dis- 
appeared, has been accused of 
embezzlement. 


1991 budget totals $4. 7b 


Oman reports 9.4% 
growth in 1 990 GDP 


NICOSIA (R) — Oman re- 
ported Wednesday a 9.4 per cent 
growth in its gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) from the previous 
year, according to a statistical 
report issued by the sultanate's 
Development Council. 

The report, carried by the 
Omani News Agency, estimated 
Oman's 1990 GDP in current 
prices of the oil and other sectors 
at 3.591 billion riyals ($9,336 
billion). In 1989, the country’s 
GDP was 3.282 billion riyals 
($8,533 billioD). 

The report said oil contributed 
44 per cent of the total GDP. Oil 
revenues were estimated at 
1.587 billion riyals ($4,126 bil- 
lion) with most of it coming from 
crude oil and only 46.3 million 
riyals ($120.3 million) from the 
natural gas. 

In 1989, oil's contribution to 
the GDP was 1.462 billion riyals 
($3,801 billion), 8.5 per cent less 
than 1990. 

The council’s statistics put the 
contribution of non-oil sectors to 
the 1990 GDP at 2.004 billion 
riyals ($5,210 billion), 10 per 
cent higher than the previous 


year’s 1.820 billion riyals 
($4,732). 

The non-oil sectors included 
■ refineries, electricity and water, 
construction, commerce and 
government services, said the 
Omani agency, received in Cyp- 
rus. 

According to the report, only 
the minerals sector showed a 
decline, with a contribution of 
7.4 million riyals ($19.2 million) 
compared with the 1989 figure of 
16.6 million riyals ($43 million). 

Oman announced a four per 
cent increase in its 1991 budget 
Tuesday, boosting spending to 
1.814 billion riyals ($4,712 bil- 
lion). 

The new budget gave a deficit 
of 237 million riyals ($615 mil- 
lion) it was not known how it 
would be financed. 

The deputy prime minister for 
finance and economic affairs 
said the budget concentrated on 
boosting and encouraging the 
industrial sector, which will gel 
24 million riyals ($62.3 million) 
from the total budget. 

‘The estimated state budget 
... represents the gross spending 


for the year 1991, including 
ongoing spending, investment 
spending, oil production ex- 
penditures and subsidies given to 
the industrial sector and special- 
ised banks," Qais Bin Abdul 
Mumin AI Zawawi said. 

“The rise in gross spending for 
1991 is four per cent higher than 
1990,” he told the Omani News 
Agency, also received in Cyprus. 

“The gross income for 1991 
will be around 1.577 billion 
riyals ($4,097 billion), including 
oil revenues, estimated at 
around 1.218 billion riyals 
($3,164 billion),” he added. 

Oil income would account for 
77 per cent of total income, he 
said, without giving further de- 
tails. 

The 1990 budget was 1.747 
billion riyals ($4.54 billion). The 
1990 budget deficit was 314 mil- 
lion riyals ($815 million), pub- 
lished figures show. 

Oman, with limited oil re- 
serves, a rapidly growing 
population and scarce resources 
is shifting its economic policy to 
' boost industry and development 
in its rural provinces. 


CAR FOR SALE 

1984 MAZDA 929 Limited, duty unpaid, AC, AM/FM 
cassette. Asking JD 2400 

Telephone 813868 


FOR SALE 

Fridge Elextrolux (Sweden) JD 450 
Washing machine Elextrolux JD 380 
Video JVC multi-system JD 380 
Colour TV Sony 21" JD 350 
Cooker (Italian) JD 150 

Please call Tel.: 680965 


FOR SALE 


1988 Caprice deluxe Chev. Silver grey. Full Automatic, Ran 
25,000 miles. Without customs. One owner only. Excellent 
condition. 

Please phone 639534 for further details. 
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"Cinema Tel: 625155 
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Ahmad Zaki ... Raghda ... Sahar Rami 
In 

CAPOR1A 
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U.S. banks cut 
prime lending rates 

NEW YORK (R) — Citibank and Morgan Guaranty Trust Co, 
the largest and fifth-largest banks respectively in the United 
States. Wednesday cut their prime lending rates by' half a 
percentage point to 9.5 per cent. 

Bankamerica, the second-largest U.S. bank, earlier cut its 
prime rate to 9.5 per cent. 

The cuts have come at a time when the Federal Reserve has 
been pushing down key interest rates in a bid to get the U.S. 
economy moving. 

Although the Federal Reserve (Fed) had pushed down short- 
term interest rates by 1.25 percentage points since July 1990, 
banks had clung to the higher prime prevailing since last January. 


<3>BOSCH 

Made in Germany 

Important notice to embassies and diplomatic missions in 
Jordan: 

The company now sells the following: 

Full automatic washing machines, automatic dish washers, 
vertical freezers, colour television sets, most modem types of 
video sets found in the Bonded for the benefit of embassies 
and diplomatic missions in Jordan. 

General Agent: 

Diyab Qawasmi and Sons Company 
Amman - Jabal Hussein Tel.: 658505 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


Special issue No. 24 



Drawing of Jan. 2, 1991 


Winning Tickets 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 


66097 

60,000 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 


30907 

15,000 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 


34411 

10,000 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 


71159 

5,000 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 


70812 

4,000 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 


93494 

3,000 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 


54160 

2,000 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 1,000 


Ten consolation prizes to tailing JD 6,000 each wins JD 600 

66098 66007 66197 67097 76097 
66096 66087 66997 65097 56097 


Ten consolation prizes 

30908 30917 
30906 30997 


totallingJD 4,000 each wins JD 400 

30007 31907 40907 
30807 39907 20907 


Ten consolation prizes 

34412 34421 
34410 34401 


totallingJD 2,500each winsJD 250 

34511 35411 44411 
34311 33411 24411 


Ten consolation prizes 

71150 71169 
71158 71149 


totallingJD 1,500 each wm&JD 150 

71259 72159 81159 
71059 70159 61159 


Ten consolation prizes 

70813 70822 
70811 70802 


totallingJD 1,000 each winsJD lOOj 

70912 71812 80812 
70712 79812 60812 


Ten consolation prizes 

93495 93404 
93493 93484 


totalling JD 600 each wins JD 60 

93594 94494 03494 
93394 92494 83494 


Ten consolation prizes 

54161 54170 
54169 54150 


totallingJD 250 each wins JD 25 

54260 55160 64160 
54060 53160 44160 


fen consolation prizes 

51350 51369 
51358 51349 


totallingJD 150 each wins JD 15 

51459 52359 61359 
51259 50359 41359 


Ticket numbers 

96886 82830 07482 93550 38828 

win JD 600 each 

Ticket numbers 

43904 21266 86114 74024 93758 

win JD 400 each 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 


1946 5441 WinJD 250 each 

6419 2531 5916 .... miAA . 

12f5 9489 Win JDlOOeach 

WinJD SOeach 

436 988 324 888 087 WinJD 20each 

368 595 586 136 592 Win JD 10 each 

10,000 ticket ending with 1 Win JD 5 each 



COVER PRIZES FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 


Fifty covers, attached to the stub of 10 ending in 893 466 105 102 099 Win JD 30 


Winners of the grand prizes in the ordinary issue number 23 of Dec. 17, 1990 


1 

H a nna HaddadJn 
Amman • Employee 
Fufl Rts JO 25.000 






Tawflq Hand I la 
Amman - Merchant 
.Fufl Second JD 6.000 


Ahmad M. AharnkJ 
Amman - Sales Agent 
Hatf Third JD 1.500 


Khalifata 

Amman — Housewife 
HaH Third JD 1.500 


Mohammad Oarwwah 
Amman - Ban): Employee 
HaH Fourth JD 1.250 



Eflaa Mouse 
Amman - Employee 
HaH Fourth JO 1.250 



Next Draw takes place on January 17, 1991 
First eight biggest prizes are issued from GUVS headquarters 


Hakam ai Halasan 
Mad aba - Student 

Full Bgffln JD 600 































bi 



World News 


Sri Lankan rebels, breaking 

army 


KANDY, Sri Lanka (R) — 
Tamil rebels attacked two army 
camps in northern Sri Lanka 
Wednesday, breaking their un- 
ilateral ceasefire, military 
sources said. 

The attacks occurred as Presi- 
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa. 
marking two years in office with 
celebrations in the former hill 
capital Kandy, vowed to restore 
peace. 

“I pledge to restore peace... I 
promise to rebuild a land des- 
troyed by violence... Terrorism 
is being defeated," Premadasa 
told about 5,000 people gathered 
under tight security in Kandy 
Wednesday. 

Military sources said the Li- 
beration Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) fired mortars and small 


arms Wednesday at a military 
detachment at Kadduwan in the 
northern Jaffna peninsula, a re- 
bel stronghold. Earlier reports 
said the attack took place at 
Kankesanturai. also in the 
north. 

The guerrillas also attacked an 
army camp at Elephant Pass, a 
small strip of land linking the 
peninsula with the mainland- 

Troops returned fire on both 
occasions. There were no casual- 
ties or damage, the sources said. 

A military officer down the 
clashes, describing diem as small 
incidents. 

The Tigers, who have fought 
security in the north and east for 
seven years, declared an indefi- 
nite ceasefire from midnight 


Monday. 

In Kandy, Premadasa re- 
newed his call for a united Sri 
Lanka. 

“We must prevent the division 
of our motherland. We must 
restore lasting unity among all 
sections of our country... our 
vision is unity, not separation," 
he said. 

On Tuesday the president said 
the government was being cau- 
tious in responding to the un- 
ilateral ceasefire declaration by 
the Tigers because the rebels 
had in the past betrayed the trust 
placed in them. 

In June last year, the Tigers 
abandoned 14 months of peace 
talks with the government and 
attacked military and police in- 


stallations in the north and east. 

More than 2.000 rebels and 
nearly 900 securitymen have 
died in fighting since then. Ab- 
out 680 civilians have been killed 
in crossfire. 

Premadasa said the govern- 
ment would announced its re- 
sponse to the ceasefire declara- 
tion after consulting political 
parties, Buddhist chief monks 
and other religious leaders. 

Military sources said that 
while the government bad not 
officially announced its response 
to the Tiger ceasefire, security 
forces had suspended military 
offensives. 

The Tigers are fighting for an 
independent homeland for 
Tamils in the north and east of 
the country. 


IRA launches 1st attack of new year 


BELFAST (Agencies) — Irish 
guerrillas launched their first 
attack of 1991 Tuesday, firing on 
British soldiers manning a border 
checkpoint in Northern Ireland, 
police said. 

The soldiers returned fire. 
The British army said its forces 
suffered no casualties. 

Police said the attack, from 
the southern side of the border 
a £ Aughnacloy in County 
Tyrone, was the work of the 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
which is fighting to end British 
rule in Northern Ireland. 

Soldiers on Sunday shot and 
killed a Catholic man and 
seriously injured his brother af- 
ter their car ran through a bor- 
der checkpoint, knocking down 
two soldiers- 

Dr. Cahal Daly. Archbishop 
of Armagh and Catholic primate 
of All-Ireland, said the circumst- 
ances of Sunday's incident were 
disturbing and he demanded an 
independent inquiry. 

The British arm* has said 
poiice will investigate the death. 

Meanwhile Daithi O Conaill, 
reputed chief of staff of the Irish 
Republican Army during the 
1970s, died at his Dublin home 
Tuesday, the Sinn Fein party 
said. He was 55. 

His family said they found him 
dead after he had gone to bed 
complaining of feeling unwell. 
Sinn Fein, the outlawed IRA's 
legal political wing, announced 
the death. 

A teacher. O Conaill reputed- 
ly joined the IRA ar the age of 


18 and was prominent in the 
establishment of the movement's 
hard-line provisional wing in 
1972. 

By April 1973, when he slip- 
ped through a security net to 
give a speech at a Mill town 
Cemetery in Belfast, he was 
believed to have become chief of 
staff. 

He was said to have perfected 
the use of the car bomb, one of 
the main IRA weapons in the 
early stages of their campaign to 
drive tire British out of die pre- 
dominantly Protestant province 
and unite it with the overwhel- 
mingly Roman Catholic Irish 
Republic. 

O Conaill was twice jailed for 
IRA membership in Dublin, but 
also played an active political 
role, being involved in talks with 
Protestant churchmen that led to 
a short-lived ceasefire in 1975. 

Soon after the July 1982 IRA 
bombings that killed 11 soldiers 
in London, he spoke at a rally in 
Monaghan and threatened more 
bombs in Britain. 

On Conaill quit the provision- 
al Sinn Fein Movement four 
years ago when the organisation 
dropped its traditional opposi- 
tion to participating in elections. 

In the view of the guard of 
Sinn Fein, to take a seat in the 
Irish parliament, or Daii. would 
imply recognition of the parti- 
tion of the north and south. 

O Conaill and other dissidents 
broke away at that time to form 
the tiny republican Sinn Fein 
group. 


The leadership of the main 
party passed into the hands of 
Nonrhem Ireland-based repub- 
licans, including West Belfast 
legislator Gerry Adams. 

Ireland backed U.K. in World 

Warn 

DUBLIN (R) — Neutral Ireland 
gave covert support to Britain 
during World War n, according 
to confidential government 
documents released Wednesday 
for the first time. 

"The writing of Irish history 
will never be the same again,” 
said political science lecturer 
Maurice Manning as historians 
began sifting through 9,000 pap- 
ers from 1922-1960 that were 
released under a new National 
Archives Act. 

Former Prime Minister 
Eamon De Valera, a key figure 
in Ireland's fight to win inde- 
pendence from Britain in the 
1920s, authorised the relaying of 
information to Britain on Ger- 
man air and sea movements 
around Ireland and allowed Brit- 
ish planes to fly through neutral 
Irish airspace. 

But a plan to erect the name 
Dublin in neon lights over the 
Irish capital to stop accidental 
raids by German bombers was 
dropped. 

The 1939-1945 conflict is al- 
ways known as “the emergency 
in Ireland. Historians have long 
contended that the country was 
“neutral on the side of the 
allies.” 


Ci journalists killed in 1990 


PARIS (R) — Thirty-six jour- 
nalists were killed last year in the 
course of duty, the media free- 
dom group Reporters Sans Fron- 
tieres said in a survey published 
Wednesday. 

The France-based group said 
it had recorded killings in 17 
countries, most of them in Latin 
America, Asia or Africa. 

According to its 1990 figures, 
the Philippines, where seven 
were killed, was the most deadly 
country for journalists, followed 
by Colombia and Pakistan with 
four deaths each. 

Reporters and photographers 
also died violently in South Afri- 
ca, Chile. El Salvador. Guate- 
mala. Liberia, Chad, Turkey. 
Haiti, India. Iraq, Lebanon, 


Mexico, Peru and Sri Lanka, it 
said. 

Latin America remained the 
most dangerous continent, with 
a total of 13 killings in seven 
countries. 

“if this total is less than that 
recorded in 1989. when 71 jour- 
nalists were killed, it is neverthe- 
less very high and unfortunately 
confirms the fact that murder is 
seen as a radical means of shut- 
ting up the press." 

The group said in the 20 years 
to 1989, 715 journalists were 
killed, more than half in Latin 
America. 

It also alleged 198 journalists 
were imprisoned during 1990 for 
their work or opinions “notably 


in Iran (41), China (32). Turkey 
(28), Israel (25). Sudan (13). 
Syria (11). 

Credible information was 
lacking in the cases of China. 
North Korea, Vietnam, Syria, 
Malawi, Sudan and Burma 
(Myanmar), it said. 

Reporters Sans Frontieres 
said three states were "directly 
implicated in the assassination of 
journalists." 

It noted both sides in the 
recent Liberian dvil war and the 
former Chadian regime of His- 
sene Habre, where it alleged two 
journalists died in prison. 

KiUlings had been “if not 
ordered then at least covered 
up" by El Salvador and Sri 
Lanka, it alleged. 


Only 1 candidate gets enough 
votes to take Haiti senate seat 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — Only one candidate got 
enough votes to take a senate 
seat without a runoff, according 
to first-round election results re- 
leased by the Electoral Council. 

Only one senate candidate got 
the majority needed to fill his 
seal in the Dec. 16 general elec- 
tions. while in the Chamber of 
Deputies only 25 out of 83 seats 
were decided. 

A run-off election for the two- 
chamber National Assembly is 
scheduled for Jan. 20. 

On Dec. 16, Haitians also 
elected Rev. Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide, a leftist priest, as presi- 


dent. It was Haiti’s first free 
vote. 

Aristide was declared the win- 
ner on Dec. 23 with over 65 per 
cent of the vote. 

A previous attempt at free 
elections collapsed when in 1987 
thugs with the support of the 
' army shot and hacked to death 
at least 34 voters in the polls. 

The one elected senator is a 
member of the multi-party 
National Front for Change and 
Democracy, which nominated 
Aristide. Ten of the elected de- 
puties are members of the 
National Front — 11 are mem- 
bers of the National Alliance for 


Advice To The British Community 
in Jordan 


Statement issued by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office at 
1230 GMT on Wednesday. 2 January 1991. 

The FCO has the following advice for British communities in 
Jordan and the Yemen. Following the adoption of U.N. Security 
Resolution 678, British dependants are advised to leave the 
area well before the deadline of 1 5 January which has been set 
by the U.N. Security Council for the withdrawal of Iraq from 
Kuwait. 

Advice to visitors remains unchanged. Tourists should not 
visit the area, but those who have necessary business to 
conduct should not be deterred. They should register their 
arrival with the nearest diplomatic mission, and should tell the 
mission how long they expect to stay. 

British Embassy-Amman 
2 January 1991 


Democracy and Progress. 

The three-party National 
Alliance is headed by Marc 
Bazin, the former World Bank 
official who was die presidential 
runner-up with around 15 per 
cent of votes cast. 

According to the 1987 con- 
stitution. the president is head of 
state, but a prime minister 
actually runs the government. 
The preisdent does not have the 
power to dissolve the two- 
chamber 110-seat National 
Assembly. 

He must choose the prime 
minister among the members of 
the party having an absolute 
majority in the National Assem- 
bly. 

Results indicate no party will 
be able to win the required 
56-seat majority, but most 
analysts believe the National 
Assembly will be dominated by a 
pro-Aristide parliamentary bloc. 

The Dec. 16 elections were 
observed by about 1,600 nation- 
al and international observers, 
including Organisation of Amer- 
ican States and U.S. monitoring 
teams, which will also monitor 
the runoff elections. 

Municipal and county elec- 
tions were also held on Dec. 16. 
but no results have been given. 

Aristide, the 40th president 
since Haiti won independence 
from France in 1804, will be 
sworn in Feb. 7, 1991. on the 
fifth anniversary of the ouster of 
dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier. 


Ryzhkov in 
satisfactory 
condition 

MOSCOW (AP) — There were 
conflicting reports Wednesday 
on Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzh- 
kov's condition eight days after 
he suffered a heart attack. 

A Health Ministry official was 
quoted by the TASS news agen- 
cy as saying the condition of the 
61-year-old prime minister bad 
not worsened, after a spokesman 
for President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev said Ryzhkov was in 
"very bad condition." 

"Everything is going well.'' 
the Soviet News Agency said, 
quoting Dmitri Shcherbatkin of 
the Health Ministry branch re- 
sponsible for senior government 
and Communist Party officials. 

Shcherbatkin said the first 
seven or eight days after a heart 
attack are the most critical. How 
Ryzhkov feels changes several 
times during the day. TASS 
quoted him as saying, without 
elaborating. 

Earlier. Sergei Grigoriev, a 
spokesman for Gorbachev, said 
Ryzhkov was in “very bad condi- 
tion” following his Dec. 25 heart 
attack. Grigoriev said his in- 
formation came from Ryzhkov’s 
doctors. 

Ryzhkov experienced the 
heart attack the same day law- 
makers voted to eliminate the 
council of min iate is he heads: 

The Congress of People’s De- 
puties voted to replace it with a 
new cabinet under Gorbachev’s 
direct control. 

It was unclear what role if any 
Ryzhkov might have in the re- 
vamped system. 

The government’s last word 
on Ryzhkov came Saturday, 
when TASS quoted an un- 
identified Health Ministry offi- 
cial as saying his condition was 
not deteriorating, though the re- 
port did not specify when the 
official was interviewed. 

Ryzhkov’s wife, Ludmilla, 
told TASS last Thursday that her 
husband, who was admitted to 
centra] clinical hospital, had suf- 
fered a myocardic infarction "of 
medium gravity." 

“The pain has somewhat sub- 
sided. but some time will be 
needed to stabilise his emotional 
state." TASS quoted her as 
saying. 

Mrs. Ryzhkov blamed “de- 
liberate” criticism of her hus- 
band for the heart attack suf- 
fered after a long day of debates 
at the Congress of People's De- 
puties and a raucous meeting of 
the Federation Council of re- 
gional leaders. 

“Nikolai was nearly ex- 
hausted," Mrs. Ryzhkov said. 
“But his fatigue resulted not so 
much from work, which he liked 
very much, and not from critical 
remarks, but from excessive 
attacks that were clearly ex- 
aggerated, persistent and de- 
liberate.” 


18 killed in Chinese cinema melee 


PEKING (AP) — A melee that 

broke out New Year's Eve after 
a movie theatre sold too many 
tickets has left 18 people tram- 
pled to death and 34 injured in a 
southern Chinese village, a loc- 
al newspaper reported. 

• 

The newspaper, which arrived 
in Peking Wednesday., said 
chaos erupted as people mea to 
cram through the only door of an 
open-air theatre in the village ot 


Wanfeng near the city of Shen- 
zhen in Guangdong province. 

The Yangcheng Evening 
News of Canton reported Tues- 
day that the privately operated 
theatre holds 600 people- But 
the newspaper said the theatre 
had sold nearly 1,000 tickets for 
a showing of the Taiwanese 
movie. Mama, Love Me Again. 

Moviego&re tried to force their 
way into the theatre for a late- 
night performance while the au- 


dience from the &3Q p-tn- show- 
ing was leaving, the newspaper 
said. The crowd began to panic 
and 52 people were trampled, it 
said. 

Ten of the injured were hospi- 
talised in serious condition, the 
newspaper said. 

The Hong Kong China News 
Service said most of the victims 
were from provinces outside of 
Guangdong. 


India sends 


more 


troops 
to Punjab 

NEW DELHI (AP) — India is 
sending extra paramilitary forces 
to combat Sikh separatists in 
Punjab, the area’s police chief 
said Wednesday after the dead- 
liest year of the seven-year insur- 
rection. 

D.S. Man gat said 59 com- 
panies — roughly 6.000 men — 
from the Border Security Police 
and the Central Reserve Police 
Force were moving into the re- 
gion where an average of 10 
people were killed daily in 1990, 
United News of India (UNT) 
reported. 

The forces will reach the state 
in a few days, he said. Many of 
the units were released from 
duty in snow-bound Kashmir 
where Muslim militants also are 
fighting to secede from India. 

Statistics on last year's casual- 
ties varied, but all agreed they 
were higher than any previous 
year. 

Figures published by UNI. 
which gave no source, said 3,734 
people were killed by Sikh ex- 
tremists. in addition to 1,309 
militants and 505 security men 
who were also slain. 

The Home Ministry said 4,479 
people died in Punjab but gave 
no breakdown of who they were. 
A daily tally by the Associated 
Press from news agency reports 
put the toll of non-militant fatali- 
ties at 3,317. 

On the first day of 1991, 16 
people were killed, including 
five militants. UNI reported. 

The oroer to reinforce security 
in the Punjab came despite an 
initial move by Prime Minister 
Chandara Shekhar to begin a 
dialogue with Sikh militants 
seeking independence for the 
rich agricultural state that bor- 
ders Pakistan. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Quake shakes Soviet Azerbaijan 

MOSCOW (R) — An earthquake shook the southern Soviet 
Republic of Azerbaijan on New Year’s Day, TASS news agency 
said Wednesday. There were no reported casualties. Seismolog- 
ists said the quake registered 5.5 to 6.0 on the Richter Scale, a 
magnitude powerful enough to cause heavy damage in a popu- 
lated area. The epicentre was in the Imishli region, about 130 
kilometres south west of the Republican capital of Baku. Tehran 
radio said a tremor, measuring 4.8 on the Richter, hit the 
neighbouring Iranian province of east Azerbaijan Tuesday. A 
milder quake hit an area near Tehran Wednesday. 

Rebels kill tO in Colombia 

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — Leftist rebels killed at least 10 
policemen and an army officer, blew up a gas pipeline and burned 
a hotel in a series of New Year's Day attacks. The rebels of- the 
Simon Bolivar Guerrilla Coordinator, made up of the country’s 
two biggest and most active insurgent groups, launched their most 
violent attack in Mhraflores, a western town near the Pacific coast, 
according to a police statement. After blowing up a section of a 
gasoline pipeline there, which ignited gasoline, the guerrillas 
ambushed a police patrol which came to the scene, kilting four 
policemen, the statement said. It added that before escaping into 
the countryside, the rebels set fire to a local tourist hotel. The six 
other policemen and the army officer died in scattered fighting 
elsewhere between security forces and the Simon Bolivar Guerrilla 
Coordinator, police and army reports said. The rebels are 
retaliating for an army offensive begun on Dec. 9 against the 
Central Command Post of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARC), Colombia’s oldest and biggest rebel outfit. 
FARC is a member of the Simon Bolivar Guerrilla Coordinator, 
along with the pro-Cuban National Liberation Army. I 



Santa 

parachute drag 

SAN REMO (AP) ’ 
winds forced the suspensiem’i>§ 
traditional Santa Oau s -jp ays- 
chute drop after one jumper^?* ' 
injured, organisers Reported- 

The yearly event featupK.nien. ai. 
Santa Claus outfits :jpim|~ 
from a helicopter carrying 
for needy children 


mi 


Venezuela seeks collective 
sanctions against Suriname 


CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — 
Venezuela has activated di- 
plomatic consultations aimed at 
possibly imposing hemispheric 
sanctions against the new 
military-backed regime in Suri- 
name, official sources said. 

Meanwhile, the Caribbean 
Community of Nations (Cari- 
com) was considering expelling 
Suriname from the organisation, 
where it has an observer status, 
the Venezuelan Press Agency, 
V'enprcs, reported. 

On Monday, Venezuela 
announced it would break di- 
plomatic ties with its neighbour 
in protest against a week-old 
military coup that deposed Suri- 
name President Ramsewak 
Shankar. 

The Netherlands suspended 


economic assistance to its former 
colony shortly after the Christ- 
mas Eve coup. On Friday the 
permanent council of the Orga- 
nisation of the American States 
(OAS) condemned the military 
action. 

President Carlos Andres 
Perez said if the OAS conde- 
mnation did not force the milit- 
ary to reinstate Shankar, Vene- 
zuela would call for an extraor- 
dinary meeting of the hemls^ 
pheric organisation’s consulta- 
tive body, made* up foreign 
ministers. 

The coup’s mastermind was 
thought to be former army com- 
mander Cm dr. Desi Bou terse, 
who resigned his post just hours 
before Shankar was toppled. 


1990 — a big travel year for Bush 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
President George Bush lived up 
to his reputation in 1990 as the 
man who can’t sit still, spending, 
more than one-third of the year 
on the road as he hopped from 
Bermuda to Saudi Arabia and 
Hawaii to Maine. 

Bush christened a new Air 
Force One and logged 144,749 
foreign and domestic flying miles 
(232,901 kilometres) for the year 
in his new 747 Jumbo Jet and its 
predecessors, according to statis- 
tics compiled by the White 
House. 

His two-year travel total hand- 
ily surpasses that of President 
Ronald Reagan. Bush traveled 
to 113 cities in 44 states, 91 of 
the cities more than once. 

During Reagan’s first two 
years in office, he made it to 32 
states, according to statistics 
provided by his library staff in 
California. 

At times taxing the stamina of 
his staff and the press corps to 
their limits, the peripatetic Bush 
visited 28 foreign countries, 
some of them more than once, in 


his first two years, compared to 
13 countries for Reagan. 

Bash’s travel statistics also in- 
clude the following details: 

— Total flying distance for 
two years reached 429,718 
kilometres. Hying distance for 
Reagan was not available but 
President Jimmy Carter logged 
(221.527 kilometres) during his 
first two years in office. 

— 232,901 kilometres were 
flown in 1990 alone, a year in 
which Bush paid visits to South 
America, Mexico, Europe and 
the Gulf. 

— His total days away from 
the capital numbered 131 for the 
year. 

— The most travelled month 
was in July, when Bush was on 
the road 19 days for a head- 
spinning schedule that included 
a Fourth of July holiday in 
Maine, the economic summit of 
industrialised nations in Hous- 
ton and the NATO summit in 
London. 

— His most frequently visited 
city was his beloved vacation 


home in Kennebunkport, 
Maine, with 11 trips there over 
the two years. 

— Bush made two trips each 
to Belgium, Canada, England, 
France and Germany. 

Bush was sometimes criticised 
by Democrats for flitting about 
the nation and the world while 
pressing business awaited in 
Washington. But the president 
frequently dealt with domestic 
and foreign policy affairs from 
the road — reacting from Vene- 
zuela to Iraq’s release of U.S. 
hostages, telephoning world 
leaders to consult on the Gulf 
crisis from Kennebunkport, 
Maine, arranging meetings on 
the contentious budget fight 
from Atlanta, and signing a flur- 
ry of orders, proclamations and 
legislation from virtually every 
stop on his itinerary. 

Indications are that the Bush 
traveling entourage can look for- 
ward to another year of globe- 
trotting, with a Moscow summit 
on tap for February, and talk of 
trips to Australia, Japan and 
Korea. 


Albanian committee to examine refugee exodus 


VIENNA (R) — Albania's rul- 
ing Communists, facing the 
second mass exodus from their 
country in eight months, have 
set up a special committee to 
discuss a growing flood of re- 
fugees to neighbouring Greece. 

Albanian Radio said Wednes- 
day the committee, which would 
examine the “abnormal situa- 
tion.” was formed at an extraor- 
dinaty government meeting the 
previous evening. 

Thousands of Albanians, 
doubtful of the Communists* 
sincerity in wanting to introduce 
long-awaited reforms, have 
braved heavy snow and armed 
border guards in past weeks to 
leave their country, the poorest 
in Europe. 

The exodus is the second mass 
departure from Albania since 
last July when thousands of 
Albanians left for Italy after 
seeking refuge in Tirana’s fore- 
ign embassies. 

Many of those arriving in 
Greece said drey had walked for 
nine to 15 hours. Others said 
they had tunnelled under fences 


or swum across freezing rivers to 
escape. 

But a report of Tuesday’s 
meeting by Albania’s state news 
agency (AT A) said there was no 
need for illegal border crossings. 

"The international norms and 
Albanian legislation guarantees 
the right to move abroad to 
every person who wishes such a 
thing,” ATA said. 

“Hence there is no reason to 
cross the border illegally." 

ATA added that many of the 
refugees had been given Alba- 
nian passports in line with recent 
reforms on foreign travel but 
had not received a visa from the 
Greek embassy in Tirana. 

More than 2,000 Albanians, 
mostly ethnic Greeks, streamed 
across the once heavily guarded 
border during December to seek 
political asylum. 

Greek police said a further 
3,000 men. women and children, 
arrived in Greece at the New 
Year alone and they were hard 
pressed to find accommodation 
for all the new arrivals. 

The exodus, which is the big- 


gest into Greece for many years, 
would have been impossible un- 
til recently as Albania gradually 
opens up after four decades of 
Stalinist isolationism. 

Albania’s Communist Presi- 
dent .Ramiz Alia introduced a 
series of unprecedented reforms 
last month, including a decision 
to allow opposition parties for 
the first time in four decades of 
Communist rule. 

A new Democratic Party, 
founded on Dec. 12, will contest 
free elections planned for 
February. 

A draft version of a new con- 
stitution. published in the Alba- 
nian press Sunday, gives Alba- 
nians the right "to move freely 
within the country and freely 
enter it or leave it." 

But many refugees arriving in 
Greece said they had no faith in 
Alia's promises of change. 

Greece has become in- 
creasingly alarmed by the ex- 
odus and Prime Minister Con- 
stantine Mitsotakis is due to visit 
Tirana on Jan. 13 and 14. 


Officials said Mitsotakis 
would stress to Alia the need to 
press on quickly with political 
reforms, and the prime minister 
would appeal to the Greek Com- 
munity to stay at home.’ 

In his New Year address to the 
nation. Alia said 1991 would be 
a turning point in his country’s 
move towards democracy and 
appealed for calm as changes 
took place. 

"This is a crude trick by Tira- 
na aimed at evacuating northern 
Epirus (southern Albania) of its 
indigenous element whidi has 
* 5een there for thousands of 
years.” spokesman Byron Polv- 
doras said. 

He said that altering demog- 
raphic conditions in the area 
would affect the Albanian eco- 
nomy as well as the results of 
elections scheduled by President 
Ramiz Aha for Feb. 10. 

The spokesman said .Albanian 
authorities had spread rumours 
that the border would close and 
had intensified police harass- 
ment of ethnic Greeks to en- 
courage them to flee. 


Tower of Pisa 
leans more k 

PISA (R) — Way’s leaning To^T; 7- 
er of Pisa titled a fuzth^l.®^; v 
millim etres in 1990 — - despite 
being dosed to visitors for inost 7;i : - 
of the year pending reparo ~to 
stop it f alling over, officials said. 

The 800-year-old bell tower, oqe 77 
of Italy’s most famous land- '77 
marks, was shut to tourists last 2^: 
Jan. 7 when experts judged Jt -j-7 
dangerous for visitors to cog£ 
tinue climbing its 294 winding 
steps. The official in charge -7 
the tower’s upkeep, Ranien . 
FavilK, said the closure bad 
suited in a 25 per cent drop 
visitors to Pisa’s Dei Miraco| .;il. 
Square. The Italian senate * 
month ago approved 100 billion 
lire ($90 million) for repairs hi 7*7 
shore up the foundations of the 
tower, which leans about five 
metres off the perpendicular, £. 
and to restore other T 
monuments in the square. • h 


Esperanto fails ,7 
to bring people 
together 

CHICAGO (AP) — Esperanto, v7 
an artificial language intended tb 
bring people closer together and . Z \ 
promote world harmony, is hay- 7? 
iog problems getting any attca- 'J'z : 
tion. Four speakers were 
hand for a seminar on esperantp £7 
ar the Modern Language Asso^vy 
(nation’s annual convention - ^-£7 - 
bat no one showed up to listen 7 

them. Pierre UDman of the XmQr 
versity of Wisconsin-Mil' 
delivered a spirited defence ...jg ? 
the language. “Esperanto ’ 
have an ideology. It is 
for harmony on a li 
basis,” said UUman, 61 
lessor of Spanish. The 

say^. about 2 million poopm 
ink the language worldwide, 
including about 2,000 in the Un- 
ited States. "There are probably - 
only six or seven Esperantists in 
all of Wisconsin," Oilman said 
Sunday. "Frankly, I’m disil 
sioned.” Esperanto is based 
European languages, with 
biliary derived from Latin 
Germanic roots. Example:-^' 
Estu kario tua amico?” means* %. 
is Diaries your friend?" The 
language was invented in 1887 7. 
by Dr. Ludwig lazarui 
Zamenhof, a physician who 
lived in an area of Poland near 
the Russian and Lithuanian bor- 
ders. He saw frequent violence 
between speakers of German, 
Polish, Russian and Lithuanian 
so he thought an international 
language might be a key to world 








Man trains 
dogs, and handlers 

BUCKHANNON, West Virgi- 
nia (AP) — Wayne Davis A 
hired by people from Saudi Ara- 
bia, Australia, Singapore and 
other countries who want to 
learn how to train dogs to find 
drugs and explosives, search for 
people and bite. 

Casino tycoon 
bails out troubled ' 
ockey club 

HONG KONG (R) — Casino 
tycoon Stanley Ho has agreed to 
buy out a majority stake in the 
financially troubled Macau Jock- 
ey Dub (MJC), press reports in 
the Portuguese-run territory and 
nearby Hong Kong said. Hong 
K.ong newspapers said a censor-' 
hum led by Ho will take over* 
management of the club after 
raising one billion Hong Kong, 
dollars ($128.21 million) to 
purchase 51 per dent of its shares' 
and to pay 35 million ($4.5 mil- 
17® n ) fo outstanding construction 
bills. The other 49 per cent will' 
remain with Taiwanese investors 
u ^L up toe club in SeptenK 
ber 1989. Consortium officials 
were not immediately available 
for comment. A dispute over 
repayment of debts forced the. 
MJC to suspend races indefinite^ 
ly on Dec. 14 after creditors won 
a court order to close down the 
couree. “I had hoped racing 
5°uld recommence this coming 
Sunday, but that would be too 
much of a rush, so I believe it 
wni now resume on Jan. 13,” Ho. 
said. Ho’s Societe de Turismov 
Macau owns Macau's gambling 
syndicate and operates most of 
f~ e femes and hydrofoils that 
hnk it with Hong Kong, 60 
Kilometres across the Pearl Rfv- 
®r estuary. 
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